The story of Moses
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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator

· Pharaoh
· Pharaoh's Daughter

· Moses

· Angel

· 'Plagues'
Narrator
We go back to the land of Egypt, where Pharaoh is the ruler of the land. The Israelites were slaves to the Egyptians, working very hard making bricks all day in the hot sun. 

Scene 1:   In Pharaoh's Court
Pharaoh
I have made a new decree.  Every Hebrew boy that is born is to be drowned in the river Nile, but the girls can be kept alive.

(Screaming)

Narrator
The baby Moses was hidden by his mother in the bulrushes on the River Nile.

Scene 2:  On the banks of the River Nile
Pharaoh’s Daughter
(Picks up baby from the basket)
This must be one of the Hebrew children.  My father has commanded that all Hebrew baby boys should die.  But I cannot put this child back in the river.  Look, he’s smiling at me!  I shall keep him.

(Goes offstage looking at the baby)

Narrator
One day when Moses had grown up, and was looking after his sheep, he saw a bush that was on fire.

Scene 3:  At the burning bush

(Moses stands and faces the burning bush)

Moses
What a strange sight!  I wonder why this bush is not burned up?
Angel
Moses!  Moses!

Moses
Here I am.

Angel
Do not come near.  Take off your shoes from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.  I am the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  I have seen the suffering of my people in Egypt and have heard their cry, and I have come to deliver them.  Come, I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you can bring my people out of Egypt.

Moses
But the people will not believe me.  I am not a very good speaker.
Angel
Do not be afraid.  I will be with you.
Scene 4:  In Pharaoh’s Court

Moses
Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people go’.

Pharaoh
Who is this lord that I should listen to him and let Israel go?  I do not know the Lord, and neither will I let Israel go!

Moses
God says that if you will not let his people go, he will turn your rivers into blood.






(River into blood)

Moses
Will you now let us go?

Pharaoh
No!

Moses
Then God will send a plague of frogs.


(Frogs)

Moses
Now will you let us go?

Pharaoh
No!

Moses
Then God will send a plague of lice.


(Lice)

Moses
Now will you let us go?

Pharaoh
No!

Moses
Then God will send a plague of flies.


(Flies)

Moses
Will you now let us go?

Pharaoh
No!

Moses
Then God will send a horrible plague on your cattle.
(Cattle)

Moses
Now will you let us go?

Pharaoh
No!

Moses
Then God will send a plague of boils on you and your animals.
(Boils)
Moses
Will you now let us go?

Pharaoh
No?

Moses
Then God will send a plague of hail.


(Hail)

Moses
Will you now let us go?

Pharaoh
No!

Moses
Then God will send a plague of locusts to eat all your crops.
(Locusts)

Moses
Will you now let us go?

Pharaoh
No!

Moses
Then God will send a plague of darkness.

(Darkness)

Narrator
After each plague, Pharaoh was prepared to let the Israelites go, but changed his mind when Moses stopped the plague.  Finally, God sent the worst plague of all – the death of every first born.  As with all of the plagues, this did not affect the houses of the Israelites who painted their doorposts with the blood of a lamb.
(Crying and wailing)


This last plague eventually made Pharaoh recognise the power of God and he was prepared to let the Israelites go.

Scene 5:  Back in Pharaoh’s Court

Pharaoh
Moses!  Moses!

(Moses comes running in, and stands before Pharaoh)

Pharaoh
I’ve had enough!  Go, take your people and serve the Lord your God. 
Get out of here!  Don’t ever let me see your face again!

Narrator
So God took the Israelites out of Egypt.  In the daytime he led them with a special cloud, and at night there was a finger of fire, so that they could not lose their way.
At last they were on their way to Canaan, the land God had promised them.

**  ALL sing  Go Down Moses (Sing Hosanna 1 page 29, Praise the Lord no. 292)
THE END
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