The Two Creditors
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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator

· King

· 3 Servants

· 2 Creditors
(The king sits on his throne.  Two servants stand behind him.  The other servant stands beside him holding a parchment)

Narrator
Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him?  As many as seven times?"  Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 
Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants".

Servant A
(With the parchment)  My lord, there is a man here who owes you ten thousand talents.
King
Have him brought in.

(The other two servants bow to the king and go to fetch Creditor X who comes in between them, stands in front of the king and bows)
King
I find that you owe me ten thousand talents.  Are you able to pay it back?

Creditor X
N-no, my lord.

King
Then you will have to be sold as a slave, with your wife and children, so that I may be repaid.
(Creditor X falls on his knees)

Creditor X
Oh my lord, only have patience with me and I will pay it all.

King
No, you will never be able to do that.  See, I will freely forgive you your debt.
Creditor X
Oh, thank you, my lord.

King
(To Servant A)  Strike his name off the list.  Yes, that will do for now.

(King goes out and Servant A rolls up the parchment.  Creditor X gets up and goes out, but at the edge of the platform he finds Creditor Y.  He pulls him onto the platform with his hands round his throat)

Creditor X
You owe me a hundred pence.  Pay up at once.

Creditor Y
(Falling on his knees)  I can’t pay at once, but have patience with me and I’ll pay it all.
Creditor X
No, I want it now.

(Creditor X drags Creditor Y out)

Creditor Y
(As he is being dragged away)  No, no, wait!  Don’t put me in prison.  I will pay.

(The Servants group together to talk about it)

Servant A
(Shocked)  He’s taking him to prison!
Servant B
How could he do such a thing when the king has been so kind to him.

Servant C
We shall have to tell the king about it.
(Enter King and sits on throne.   The Servants all bow and go back to their original places.
Servant A
My lord, the servant to whom you forgave that big debt - my lord, he has taken poor Esli to prison for owing him a hundred pence.
King
Have him brought in.
(Servants B & C go and fetch Creditor X.  Creditor X comes in between them, stands in front of King and bows)
King
You wicked servant!  I forgave you all that big debt because you begged me to.  So shouldn’t you have forgiven your fellow-servant his debt?
(To the other Servants)  Take him away and put him in prison.
Narrator
Jesus said, "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart".
THE END
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