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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Peter

· James

· John

· Andrew

· Narrator

· Voices 1 & 2
· Speaker

· Virgins 1-10

Opening

Hymn 347 – Hark! 'tis the watchman's cry or
Hymn 351 – O happy is the man who hears or
Hymn 354 – Oh! blessed are the eyes or other suitable hymn.

Reading

Luke 18 verses 31—34. 
Then Jesus took unto him the twelve, and said to them, Behold we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of Nan shall be accomplished. 
For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: 
And they shall scourge him, and put him to death; and the third day he shall rise again. 
And they understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken.
Scene 1
(Enter Peter, James, John and Andrew)

Peter
We have come to Jerusalem again to keep the Passover with Jesus.  I thought that the Kingdom would be set up indeed this time.
James
So did I, especially when the people came to meet him, waving their palm branches and shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David: blessed be the king that cometh in the name of the Lord".

John
I too thought we should see him crowned in Jerusalem at this time, until he told us the parable.  Do you remember, about the nobleman who had to go into a far country?  He was to receive his kingdom there and then return and take account of what his servants had been doing.
Andrew
Yes, he was really talking about himself going away for a time and then coming back to establish his kingdom on earth and judge his servants.  I wonder if his servants will know when he is coming back?
Peter
Let us go and ask him now.
(They go out)
**  Song :  Hymn 265 – first verse

How long, 0 Lord our Saviour, 
Wilt thou remain away? 
Our hearts are sometimes weary 
That thou dost absent stay. 
Oh! when shall come the moment, 
When brighter far than morn, 
The sunshine of thy glory, 
Shall Israel adorn?
Scene 2

Narrator
And as Jesus sat upon the mount of Olives the disciples came to him privately saying …..

(Enter disciples, grouping themselves at centre back)
ALL
Tell us when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?
Voice offstage
There shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth; for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.  And then shall they see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
Peter
There will be many signs to show that the Lord is to come.  I wonder if all the people will be ready.
Voice offstage
As the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark; and knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.
Andrew
Most people will not understand that our Lord is coming, but some like us, will have been shown these things.
Voice offstage
Be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh.
**  Song :  Hymn 265 – second verse


How long, 0 gracious Master, 
Wilt thou thy household leave? 
So long hast thou now tarried 
Few thy return believe; 
Immersed in sloth and folly 
The people, Lord, we see 
And few of us stand ready 
With joy to welcome thee. 
Scene 3

(Disciples remain grouped at centre back while parable is shown to them. Enter Speaker)
 Speaker
(Psalm 49)  Hear this, all ye people, give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world; both low and high, rich and poor, together.  My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding.  I will incline my ear to a parable.

(Exit Speaker)

Voice offstage
(As Virgins enter)  Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.
(Enter 10 Virgins carrying lamps)

1st
We have had a busy time preparing ourselves for this happy day.

2nd
We must make sure that we are quite ready to meet our lord and welcome him as he comes, with his bride, from the feast in her father’s house.
3rd
He will be so happy to see that we are ready to welcome him, along with his bride, to his home.
4th
The feast has been going on for many days now.  There will be such a grand procession full of great splendour.  It will be such a happy time.

5th
Our dress is ready, our sandals are fastened and we have our lamps.
6th
It is early evening yet, and we do not know just when the procession will come.  Let us wait here by the wayside until we hear them coming.
(They arrange themselves in two groups of 5 each side of the stage)

**  Song :  Hymn 265 – third verse, sung softly


How long, 0 heavenly bridegroom, 
How long wilt thou delay? 
And yet how few are grieving 
That thou dost absent stay. 
How many have their portion 
And calling high forgot 
And seek for ease and glory 
Where thou, their Lord, art not.
7th
Our Master seems to be tarrying at the feast.

8th
He does indeed.  It is getting late, but perhaps he will tarry at the feast still further.
9th
It is quiet here by the wayside.

10th
Let us take our rest and sleep.

(They settle down to sleep)
All Disciples
Who are these virgins?

Voice offstage
These are the people of all ages who have known and understood that Christ is coming back to the earth.  Most of them are sleeping in the dust because the time is not yet appointed for his return.
(A screen, on one side of the disciples, is opened (or drawn aside) and a large clock is revealed, hands moving slowly to music of Hymn 265 until they reach 12 o’clock)
Voice offstage
And at midnight there was a cry made, “Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him”.
 **  Song :  Hymn 265 – last verse


Oh! wake thy slumbering virgins, 
Send forth the solemn cry! 
Let all thy saints repeat it: 
“The bridegroom draweth nigh!” 
May all our lamps be burning 
Our loins well girded be 
Each longing heart preparing 
With joy to welcome thee.
(Virgins arise and pick up lamps)

5 Wise
How wonderful that we have been awakened and are ready to greet our lord.  Come let us trim our lamps and go to meet him.

5 Foolish
Give us of your oil, for our lamps have gone out.

5 Wise
Not so, lest there be not enough for us and you; but go ye rather to those that sell, and buy for yourselves.
(They exit, 5 in one direction and 5 in the opposite)

All Disciples
Some were wise and had plenty of oil in their lamps, the others were careless and foolish.
Voice offstage
They had all received the light of the Gospel.  Some had cherished it.  By prayer and reading God’s word they had received God’s strength and guidance in their lives so that the light was kindled day by day.  They had lived a holy life pleasing to God.  The others had failed to draw nigh to God each day and the light within them became darkness.
2nd Voice
0! How many have their portion 
And calling high forgot; 
And seek for ease and glory 
Where Thou, their Lord, art not?
1st Voice
And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage and the door was shut.
(Sound of door being closed.  2nd screen, other side of disciples, is drawn aside to reveal closed door.  The foolish virgins enter)

5 Foolish
We have bought our oil and our lamps are ready, now let us call our lord.

(They bang on the door)

5 Foolish
Lord, Lord, open to us!  Lord, Lord, open to us!

1st Voice
But he answered and said, “Verily I say unto you, I know you not”.

2nd Voice
The soul that sinneth it shall die; 
Thy purpose shall not fail; 
The word of grace no less shall stand, 
The truth no less prevail.
(Music only to Hymn 402 'Lord, Thy judgements now are waking', is played softly as Disciples come forward one by one each holding a large card)
Peter
(Comes forward with the word BEWARE)  Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God.

James
(With the word WATCH)  Watch therefore, for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.
John
(With PRAY)  Pray that ye enter not into temptation.

Andrew
(With ENDURE)  He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

(Disciples remain while all sing either Hymn 299 'Jesus shall reign where’er the sun’ OR Hymn 361 ‘Ye saints in Christ, his brethren’)

THE END
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