The Story of Samuel
J8
Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator

· Hannah

· Eli

· Samuel

· Angel
(Hannah on stage)

Narrator
There lived a lady in Israel whose name was Hannah.  Hannah was very sad because she did not have any children.  She would not eat and often she cried.  She prayed to God to give her a little boy.

Hannah
O God, if you will just give your handmaid a son, then I will give him to you all the days of his life.

(Enter Eli)

Narrator
Eli, the priest in the temple, heard that Hannah had given this promise to God and he said to her ….

Eli
Go in peace.  The God of Israel will answer your prayers.
(Eli leaves.  Hannah leaves and returns with baby)
Narrator
And God answered her prayer by giving her a little boy.  She named him Samuel which means ‘asked of God’.
Hannah
I named him Samuel because I asked God for him.

Narrator
Hannah loved her son dearly, but when he was old enough to leave home, Hannah remembered her promise to God.  Samuel was taken to the temple to Eli the priest.

(Hannah goes out and returns with Samuel.  Enter Eli.  Samuel and Hannah go to meet him)
Hannah
The Lord has answered my prayer and now I must lend my son to God for as long as he lives.

Narrator
Samuel was left with Eli who taught him out of the law.  Samuel’s parents returned home.  Samuel used to help Eli in the house of God.

(Hannah leaves)
Samuel
I am learning how to serve God in this temple.
Narrator
Every year Hannah came to see Samuel and she brought him a little coat she had made.
 (Enter Hannah with coat)

Hannah
Here is your new coat, Samuel.
Samuel
Thank you, Mother.

(Exit Hannah)
Narrator
As each year passed, Samuel grew wiser.  But Eli had two sons who grew more wicked each day.


One evening while Eli was resting in the temple, Samuel, who was also lying down, heard a voice call.

Angel
Samuel, Samuel.

Narrator
Samuel at once jumped up and ran to Eli.

Samuel
Here I am.

Eli
I did not call you.  Go back to bed.

Narrator
Samuel went and lay down, but the voice called a second time.

Angel
Samuel, Samuel.

Samuel
You did call me.  Here I am.
Eli
I didn’t call you.  Now go and lie down.

Narrator
As soon as Samuel had lain down for the third time, the voice called to him again.

Angel
Samuel, Samuel.

Narrator
He ran again to Eli.

Samuel
But you did call me.

Narrator
This time Eli knew it must be the Lord who was calling Samuel.

Eli
Go and lie down, and if he calls again say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant hears".

Narrator
So Samuel went and lay down again.

Angel
Samuel, Samuel.

Samuel
Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.

Angel
Behold I will judge Eli’s family because his sons are doing wrong and he does not stop them.

Narrator
In the morning Eli asked ….

Eli
What did God say?

Narrator
When Samuel told him, he replied ….

Eli
It is the Lord’s word.  Let Him do what seems good in his sight.

Narrator
So Samuel grew into a young man and at all times the Lord was with him.  Everyone in Israel listened to his wise words and knew that he was a judge and a prophet chosen by God.

Finger Play

One night Samuel
Heard God call
He jumped to answer
Just like that

Narrator
Hannah was a good example of a woman who trusted in God.  We must trust in God too.  Here are some of the things Hannah said in her prayer to God.


These thoughts are found in 1 Samuel 2.

Angel
There is no one holy like the Lord.  There is no rock like our God.
Samuel
The Lord brings death and makes alive.  He brings down to the graves and raises up.

Hannah
He will guard the feet of his saints but the wicked will be silenced in darkness.

Eli
The Lord will judge the ends of the earth.  He will give strength to his king and exalt the horn of his anointed.

**  Hymn 146 – Hushed was the evening hymn or Little Samuel Awoke
THE END
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