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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator

· Reuben

· Micah

· Father

· Servants – Ezra & Simeon

· Shopkeeper

· Friends 1-4

· Jacob, Micah's servant
· Farmer
Scene 1
Narrator
This play is about one of the many parables that Jesus told to the people. This is the parable of the prodigal son.  It is a parable that shows us that God has an open heart and is prepared to take us back after we realise what we have done wrong.
(Micah, the younger son, is sitting in the foreground in a barn leisurely eating, grapes or an apple.  Reuben, his elder brother, comes in from right carrying a sickle and wiping his brow after working hard)
Reuben
So this is where you are, Micah!  Why aren’t you bringing in the harvest with the rest of us?
Micah
(Getting up and stretching himself)  I don’t feel like working today, Reuben.  Anyway, it’s too hot.

Reuben
Too hot!  Don’t you mean that you never feel like working.  I don’t see why I should work as hard as I do, while you do nothing.
Micah
Well, it’s just that you like working but I don’t.

Reuben
Your idleness is getting beyond control.  This is the richest harvest we have had for some time and we must all work together to bring it in.  Come on, Micah.
Micah
Oh no!  I’m not coming.  You can do my share of the work.  Can’t you leave me alone?
(Reuben tries to pull him out to work.  They struggle together.  Their father enters with his two servants)
Father
What is this?  You are not quarrelling again, are you?
Reuben
Yes!  Micah hasn’t done his share of the work today …..

Micah
(Butting in)  I’m not going to cut corn.  That’s a job for the hired servants.  Anyway, I hate living here.  I want to go away into the city.
Father
Do you mean that you want to leave us?

Micah
I want to go and enjoy myself and have a good time.  Father, will you give me the portion of goods that you promised me?

Father
(Despondently)  Very well, if that is what you want.  Ezra, go and bring me half of my fortune.
(Ezra goes out and soon returns carrying a bag, which he gives to his master)
Father
Here, my son. Here is your share.

Micah
(Taking the bag)  Now I am rich and I have money to spend.  There’s no more work for me.  I’m going to enjoy myself.

(He runs off)

Ezra
He didn’t even say thank-you!

Reuben
No!  And we still have to cut the corn!

Father
(Turning to Reuben)  You are right.  Come, let us go and finish our work.
(They all walk off)

Scene 2
Narrator
This scene is in a street in a city.  There is a stall at one side where a shopkeeper is selling his goods.
1st Friend
Have you seen the rich young man who arrived last week?  He has just bought a beautiful new coat.
2nd Friend
Yes, look, he has given me five silver coins.  (He holds out his hand for others to see)

3rd Friend
Yesterday he gave me ten gold pieces!

1st Friend
Every day he has a great feast, having the richest food and he gives each guest a gift.  He is indeed very generous.

4th Friend
Huh!  He is also very foolish.  One day he will have spent all his money and then he will be sorry.
2nd Friend
Look, here he comes!  The rich Micah.

(They all bow to Micah as he enters followed by a servant carrying his money bag)
3rd Friend
He looks so noble and handsome that he could be a prince.

4th Friend
Aren’t we lucky to be his friends?

Micah
You are indeed my friends and I shall buy something for you all.  Come and choose the things you would like.
1st Friend
I should like this golden jewel box, Micah.

Micah
Where is my servant?  Come, Jacob, pay the man.

3rd Friend
I will have this piece of richest silk.

Micah
Yes, you shall indeed have it.

2nd Friend
I would like this beautiful ring.

Micah
I will buy it for you.

(The 3 friends gather together and compare gifts)

4th Friend
What can I have?

Micah
Wouldn’t you like this ruby?

Shopkeeper
This ruby is my richest treasure.  For it I want one hundred pieces of gold.

Micah
The ruby is yours.  Jacob, come and pay for it.

Jacob
Master, I cannot.  There is no money left.  Look, the bag is empty.

Micah
Alas!  All my money is gone.

Shopkeeper
Look, you haven’t paid for the ruby yet.

Micah
You shall have it back.

4th Friend
Oh no!  This ruby is mine!  You gave it to me!

Shopkeeper
You are a liar and a cheat.  You have stolen my ruby and you shall go to prison for this.
Micah
No!  Wait!  My friends will help me.

All Friends
Friends?  We are not your friends.

2nd Friend
He has no money and he is a cheat and yet he calls us his friends!  Come, let us go.
(They all walk away.  Jacob throws empty bag at Micah’s foot.  Micah stands with his head bowed)
Scene 3

Narrator
Micah was left without any money and he wandered around seeking work and food.  He saw a farmer working in a field and approached him.
(Micah enters, dressed in rags which are tied with a rope for a belt.  He goes to speak to the farmer who is standing to the left)
Micah
Are you the owner of these fields?

Farmer
Yes, I am.  What do you want?

Micah
Oh sir, I am very hungry.  Could you find me some work to do?

Farmer
Work?  What work can you do?

Micah
I could help to bring in the harvest.

Farmer
There isn’t any harvest.  The corn didn’t grow this year because we have had no rain.
Micah
But there must be something I could do.

Farmer
Well ….. can you mind pigs?

Micah
What!  Me!  Mind pigs?  (Then very subdued he replies)  Yes, I suppose I can.
Farmer
Well, you can look after the pigs.

Micah
Thank you, sir.  Er ….. will you give me something to eat?

Farmer
No, I haven’t anything to spare.  Look!  (He points to the floor)  There are some of the beans that the pigs have been eating.  You can eat those.

(The farmer goes off)

Micah
(Picking up the beans)  Huh!  What a fool I have been.  My father has hired servants and they have enough food for their needs while I perish with hunger. 
I will get up and go to my father and say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and you, and I am no more worthy to be called your son. Make me one of your hired servants”.
(He slowly walks off)

Scene 4
Narrator
This last scene is back at home.  Reuben’s father is looking out in case his son returns.
(Simeon and Ezra are standing in centre.  Reuben enters hurriedly)

Reuben
Where is my father?

Simeon
(Pointing to left)  He has gone up the hill to watch in case Micah comes back.
Reuben
Will he never give up this foolishness?

(Reuben goes off)

Ezra
It is a year since the young master went away and every day his father looks out for him.
Simeon
Do you think he’ll ever come back?

Ezra
No, Simeon, I don’t.  He may even be dead by now.

Simeon
Even if he is still alive, I don’t think he would dare to show his face here.
Ezra
Perhaps not.  Yet his father continues to look out for him.

Father
(Entering hurriedly)  I have seen a traveller on the road.  He is a long way off, yet I think it is my son ….. he is coming!

(A slight pause, all look offstage.  Micah enters, carrying a staff, wearing rags)

Micah
Father!  (Father runs to him and embraces him)  Father, I have sinned against heaven and you and am no longer worthy to be called your son.
Father
My son, welcome home!  (Speaking to Ezra and Simeon)  Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and shoes on his feet.  Bring the fatted calf and kill it and let us eat, for this is my son who was dead and is alive again, he was lost and is found!
Narrator
This is the end of our story but we all know that the elder brother didn’t agree with what his father did.  He had to realise that he was always with his father and that he had all that he wanted, while his younger brother had lost nearly all that he had.  He still had his father, whom he was able to return to. 
Let us heartily rejoice with our heavenly Father when one of his sons returns to him.
THE END
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