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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Paul

· Narrator Luke
· Man from Macedonia

· Silas

· Lydia

· Woman

· Girl
· 2 Owners

· Passer-by

· Soldier

· Jailor

Scene 1:  At Troas

(Paul is asleep at the back of the stage)

Narrator
Good evening, I am Luke, the doctor, and I would like to take you back in time to AD 50 to tell you the thrilling story of the people of Philippi in northern Greece who came to believe in the Lord Jesus.  It happened during Paul’s second missionary journey.  Having visited converts from his first journey Paul arrived at Troas on the west coast of Asia Minor, uncertain as to where to go next.  But Paul has his answer in a vision from the Lord.

(Lights dim.  Man from Macedonia appears on left)

Man
Paul, Paul.

(Paul sits up and rubs his eyes)

Paul
Who are you?

Man
Please Paul, come over to Macedonia and help us.  (Exit)

(Paul lies back down for a short time.  Lights up.  Paul rises and calls Silas)

Paul
Silas.

(Silas enters)

Silas
What is it, Paul?

Paul
Now at last I know where we are to go next.  God sent me a vision last night.  A man from Macedonia begged me to go and help them there.
Silas
To the land across the sea?  That’s new ground, we have not preached the Gospel there before.  We could do with someone who knows something about the area.

Paul
Yes we could, and I know the very person – my beloved friend, Luke.  I will go and ask him immediately.
Silas
That's a good idea.  I will start preparing for the journey, there is a lot to do.

(They exit)
Scene 2:  The river side

Narrator
I was, of course, very pleased to join them and felt very privileged that I should witness the teaching and preaching of this great man Paul.  And, of course, I was able to tell you first-hand in my book, the Acts of the Apostles. 
So we all set off across the sea to Macedonia, which is northern Greece.  It was an exciting journey for it would be the first time the Gospel was preached in Europe.  We took a boat from Troas to Samathrace, then we went on to Neapolis. and then to Philippi which was a Roman colony and the chief city of Macedonia.  Here we stayed several days.  There was no synagogue in Philippi presumably because there were not many Jews.  So on the Sabbath we made our way to the river side where there was a place of prayer.

(Enter Lydia and woman)

Lydia
This is such a peaceful spot.  I like sitting here quietly and thinking about the things that really matter.

Woman
Yes, I know what you mean.

Lydia
I’ve been so busy selling cloth lately.

Woman
Business is good at the moment, is it?

Lydia
Yes it is.

Woman
It is such beautiful purple cloth you sell, Lydia.  No wonder you are doing so well.

(Enter Paul, Silas and Luke)

Lydia
Who are those people come to join us?  I don’t remember seeing them before.

Woman
Nor me.  I think he is coming over to talk to us.

Paul
Greetings to all of you who are met in this place to worship God.  I have something important to tell you, if you would like to listen.

Lydia
We certainly would.

Woman
We are worshippers of God.

Paul
I have been sent by God to tell people the good news that He has sent His son, Jesus Christ, to be our saviour.  This saviour was promised long ago by God’s prophets in Israel.  Now God invites all men everywhere to believe in Him, that they may share in the promises that He has made to His people.

Lydia
The Messiah has come at last, how wonderful.

Woman
Where is he? Please, tell us more.

(Actors remain still)
Narrator
So Paul taught these women the truth about Jesus.  Lydia, the seller of purple cloth, was baptised with all her household.  She was so enthusiastic for the gospel that she begged Paul that we might all stay at her house, and we did.  She was very kind to us during our stay.

(All exit)

Scene 3:  The river side
Narrator
We went regularly to the same place of prayer at the riverside, but then Paul began to be troubled by a young girl with strange powers, who was being used by her two owners to make money.  For many days she followed Paul and Silas calling out after them.
(Enter Girl and Owners)

Owner 1
This looks a good spot to stand to make a bit of money.

Owner 2
Yes, everybody has to pass this way as they go to the market.

Owner 1
Right, are you ready, it looks like somebody is coming now.

Owner 2
Are you starting this time?

Owner 1
Yes, I think it is my turn.

(Enter Passer-by)

Owner 1
Good day, friend.

Passer-by
Good day to you.

Owner 1
It may be a better day than you think actually.  What an opportunity we have for you, for a small sum you can have your fortune told.

Passer-by
Oh, and who is going to do that?

Owner 2
Why, this young girl.  She has truly remarkable powers.  She has changed the lives of many people.

Owner 1
Yes, we can vouch for that.

Passer-by
And for how much?

Owner 2
For the small sum of two quadrons, that’s all.

Passer-by
Oh, I don’t know.

Owner 1
You might not have this opportunity again.  Go on, you can afford it.  Just think what she might tell you.

Passer-by
Go on then.

(Passer-by hands over money to Owner 1)

Owner 2
You have made a good decision, my friend, you won’t regret it.
Owner 1
Let her see your palm.

(Girl takes palm, puts her other hand over her eyes, and begins to concentrate in a strange way)

Passer-by
What’s she doing?

Owner 2
Ssh!  Don’t interrupt her while she is looking through the mists of time.

(Girl looks down at palm and begins to examine it)

Girl
Ah!  This is not good.  I see danger ahead.  I see a dark lonely place in the hills.  What is this I see?  Someone is lying down on the ground hurt.  I think it must be you.

(Passer-by pulls hand away)

Passer-by
It must be that visit to Thessalonica I planned.  I’d better not go now after what she has said.  I must go and tell my wife.  Thank you, oh, thank you.

(Passer-by rushes off)

Owner 2
Gosh! He has had a lucky escape.

Owner 1
Yes, he could have lost all his money!

(He holds up the money.  Enter Paul and Silas.  Girl watches Paul and Silas - then points to them)

Girl
Those men, they are here again.  I tell you, these men are from God.  Yes, they are!  They are telling how we can be saved.  (She turns to the audience)   Listen everyone, these men are from God.  (She goes over and pulls on their sleeves)   Tell them to listen to you.  You can save us.  (She goes down on her knees, still pulling at his sleeve)   Save us, oh save us.
(Paul looks down and touches her head)
Paul
You poor girl.  You are troubled.  (He straightens up)   In the name of 
Jesus Christ I command that this troubled spirit leaves you.

(Girl looks up and rises slowly)

Girl
What is happening?

(Owner 1 angrily moves towards Paul)

Owner 1
What have you done?

Owner 2
Speak girl, tell me what the future holds?

Girl
Don’t ask me, ask Paul.

Owner 1
You have taken her powers away.  You come with us, you are nothing but trouble makers.

Owner 2
You’re not getting away with this.  The town magistrate will hear about this.

(Owners get hold of Paul and Silas and drag them off.  Older girls assemble behind the screen)
Scene 4:  The prison

(Soldier stands on guard)

Narrator
The owners were very angry that their source of income was gone, and Paul and Silas were dragged before the magistrate.  “These Jews are corrupting the city,” said the owners of the slave girl.  “They are teaching the people to do things that are against the Roman laws.” 
Soon an angry mob had formed against Paul and Silas and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten with whips.  Again and again the blows fell across their bared backs and afterwards they were thrown into prison.  The jailor was threatened with death if they escaped, so he took no chances and put them into the inner dungeon and clamped their feet into the stocks.
(Enter Paul and Silas, cloths ripped, led by Jailor)

Jailor
The magistrates have told me that these men are real troublemakers.  They have made me responsible as chief jailor to make sure they don’t escape.

Soldier
Right Sir, what shall we do with them?

Jailor
Put them in the innermost prison and in the stocks.  We must guard them carefully.  Our lives depend upon it.

Soldier
Come this way.

(Soldier leads Paul and Silas off stage.  Sound of chains rattling.  Jailor - on stage - watches what is happening off stage)

Jailor
I think they are secure now.

(Jailor sits down at table.  Lights dim)

Paul & Silas
(off stage)  read Psalm 18:1-3
1. I will love thee, 0 Lord my strength.
2. The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my shield, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.
3. I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.

(Offstage singing of hymn no 54, ‘Give praise and thanks unto the Lord’.  After singing finishes, Jailor moves towards the dungeon and calls to the Soldier)

Jailor
What’s happening in there?  Is everything all right?

(Enter Soldier)
Soldier
Everything is fine, Sir.  The prisoners are remarkably calm after their beating, they are even singing praises to their God.

Jailor
They have certainly calmed the other prisoners down.  It is quite extraordinary.

Soldier
I have never heard anything like it before, Sir.

Jailor
It is hard to believe these men could have caused so much trouble.

Soldier
What did they do, Sir?

Jailor
As far as I know, all they did was to cure a young girl, but it ended in a riot.

Soldier
I can’t imagine these men causing a riot.  I saw them once down by the river side telling the people about a man called Jesus and how they could be saved.

Jailor
Did you?  I would have liked to have heard what they had to say.  Anyway, I don’t think they will cause us any trouble.  You go and get some rest.

(Exit Soldier.  Singing starts again of hymn no 110, ‘O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder'.  Jailor falls asleep sitting at the table.  Earthquake.  Jailor wakes startled - holding onto table.  When earthquake finishes, he stands and looks quickly around him)

Jailor
The prison doors are open, they will all have escaped!  I am a dead man!

(Draws sword and is about to stab himself.  Paul and Silas enter)

Paul
Stop!  Don’t do that.  Nobody is missing, we are all here.

(Jailor rushes to kneel at Paul’s feet)

Jailor
I knew there was something special about you.  Sirs, what must I do to be saved?

Paul
If you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ you will be saved.

Jailor
I believe your God has saved you, there is no doubt about that.  But tell me more about this Jesus.  In fact, why don’t you come to my house and let me bathe your wounds and give you something to eat.
Paul
Let me first wash away your sins.  Let me meet your family and I will tell you all the good news of the Lord Jesus.

Jailor
Come with me.

(All exit.  Lights up)

Narrator
So Paul met the Jailor’s family in his house and told them about Jesus. That very night they were all baptised and rejoiced together in their new faith. 
The next day the magistrates sent a message to the Jailor to release Paul and Silas.  On hearing that they were Roman citizens, the magistrates very worried and realised that they could be in great trouble for imprisoning and beating them without a fair trial.  Paul refused to just leave and told the magistrates that they must come themselves to release them, and so they did.  They pleaded with Paul and Silas to leave the city.
Scene 5:  Lydia's house

Narrator
Before leaving Philippi, Paul and Silas had an important visit to make.  They went to Lydia’s house and took the Jailor with them.
(Lydia and her friend are ready to welcome Paul, Silas and Jailor when they enter)

Lydia
Come in.  Oh, Paul, it is good to see you.  I thought I would never see you again.

Paul
Don’t worry Lydia, the Lord has taken good care of us.

Woman
But what about all that beating?  Your poor backs.

Paul
Our backs are all right.  The wounds are starting to heal already.

Silas
When we remember how much the Lord Jesus suffered, this is nothing.  We count it an honour that we have suffered because we were telling everyone about Him.

Lydia
Well, that is marvellous.  I hope I would be able to say the same thing if anything like that happened to me.

Woman
And the earthquake?  Was that from God?  Is that how you were made free?

Paul
The Lord sent the earthquake to release us, but our friend’s life depended on us staying in the prison, and so we did.

Lydia
Your friend?

Silas
Yes, our friend, the jailor.

Paul
But he is more than just the jailor now, he is the servant of the Lord Jesus, just like us.

Jailor
What a night I’ve had!  Suddenly everything in my life has got a meaning now I know about the Lord Jesus.

Silas
Last night, the jailor and all his family were baptised.

Lydia
That’s wonderful.  Now we have some friends to share this precious 
hope.

Paul
I am so glad for you all that you will have some companions because it is time for us to move on to preach the Gospel in another place.

Silas
May God bless you and keep you all.
Lydia
May God bless your work.  I hope many more people will come to believe in Jesus.

Woman
Come back soon to see us.

Paul
We will be back, God willing.  I will write to you.

Narrator
Paul did write to them; here is part of his letter. 
From Paul to all the Christians in Philippi.  You have a very special place in my heart for we have shared together the blessings of God, when I was in prison and when I was out of prison.  I am sure that God who began the good work within you will continue to help you grow in grace ready for the day when Christ returns.
(All enter and sing, Praise the Lord no 32, 'God is working His purpose out’)
THE END 
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