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Characters (in order of appearance)

· King

· Servants

· Captain

· Soldiers

· Ten girls with lamps
· Voice
· Guests

· Narrator
Scene 1 

King
(To servants)  It is my son’s wedding day today.  Go and tell all the invited guests to get ready.  Then bring them here.

Servants
Yes, your majesty.

(Servants exit to tell the guests then return)

King
Where are the guests?

Servants
We went to get them as you told us but they refused to come.

King
Go again. Tell them everything is ready now.  They must come to the wedding.

Servants
Yes, your majesty.

(They go again then some return, some change clothes to become virgins)

King
What’s the matter?  Where are the other servants?

Servant 1
Your majesty, we’ve had a lot of trouble.

Servant 2
We went as you told us, to fetch the guests but they were not interested.

Servant 3
One man said that the animals on his farm needing looking after.

Servant 4
Another man said he had too much to do.
Servant 5
Some of the guests hit us, the other servants were killed.

King
They killed my servants!  How dare they!  Send for the soldiers.  Those ungrateful people must be punished.

Captain
Yes, sir.

King
Go and kill all the wedding guests who refused to come to the prince’s wedding.  Burn down their houses and towns.

(Exit soldiers.  They also change clothes and become virgins)
Scene 2
(Enter 10 virgins)

Virgin 1
This is the place.

Virgin 2
He will be coming soon.

Virgin 3
We won’t have to wait long.  Bridegrooms are usually early.

Virgin 4
It’s been a long way and it’s dark.  I’m tired.

Virgin 5
We had better rest here until he comes.

(Rest and silence.  Noises off stage.  Bridegroom approaches.  Virgins get up and light torches.  5 stay bright, 5 flicker)

Virgin 6

Oh dear, our lamps are going out.
Virgin 7

What shall we do?

Virgin 8

Will you give us some of your oil?
Virgin 1

We haven’t any to spare.

Virgin 2

Go to the market and buy some.

(Exit 5 foolish virgins.  Other 5 exit to party.  5 foolish return and knock on door)
Virgin 9
We are ready for the wedding now.

Virgin 10
Open the door and let us in.

Voice from offstage
Too late!  Go away, the wedding party has already started.

Virgin 6
We left it too late to get oil.

Virgin 7
We had plenty of time before.

Virgin 8
Yes, but we didn’t bother.

Virgin 9
We shall know better next time.

Virgin 10
There won’t be a next time.

(They exit)
Scene 3
(Enter King leading wedding party.  Stage is set with tables full of food)
King
Come along, everyone, the feast is ready.  Oh dear, there are a lot of empty places.  (To servants)  We are short of guests because so many of those who were invited refused to come.  Go to the market and find everybody who has nothing to do.  Tell them to come to the wedding

(Servants leave and return with more guests, who are the foolish virgins who have changed costumes again.  The guests sit)

Servants
Here are 5 extra guests.

King
Good, that should be enough.  This is more like a marriage feast!
(To a guest)  I say! How is it that you have arrived at a royal wedding without a wedding outfit!  You knew you were asked to a special wedding and yet you come in rags!  That is an insult and if you insult the king you must be punished.  Guard!  Take this man and throw him out.  He is not fit for  a royal occasion.

Narrator
Let this be a lesson to you all.  Remember ‘Many are called but few are chosen’.  So always be prepared because you do not know when you will be called to the marriage of God’s son.

THE END
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