The Greatest Treasure
32

Characters (in order of appearance)

· Pirates 1-4

· Children 1-4

· Nathan

· Reuben

Scene: Beach with mound of ‘sand’

(Enter Pirates – scarf round head, sash round waist, wellies, etc – carrying treasure chart and shovels)
Pirate 1
This looks like it boys.  (Looking around and pointing at chart)
Pirate 2
It must be that mound over there.  (Pointing)
Pirate 3
I wonder what it will be?  The chart says ‘The greatest treasure in the world’.
Pirate 4
We are going to be rich for life.
Pirate 1
Well, we had better start to dig.
(Pirates start to dig in mound – produce a small chest to cheers and shouts of joy, carry it to middle of stage.  Children enter and surround them)
Pirate 2
Right lads, this is it.
Pirate 3
Which of us is going to open it?
Pirate 4
Let’s lift the lid together.
Pirate 1
One, two, three, GO.
(They lift the lid, look expectant, then dismayed)
Pirate 2
But where’s the treasure?
Pirate 3
It’s only a Bible.  (Takes it out and holds it)
Pirate 4
Perhaps the chart is wrong.
1st child
Your chart is quite right.  Don’t you know you’ve got the greatest treasure in all the world there?
Pirate 1
Hello, where did you come from?
2nd child
We’ve been watching you – a good job, too!
Pirate 2
But I don’t understand – how can this be treasure?
Pirate 3
Perhaps it’s inside.  I’ll have a flip through the pages.
Pirate 4
(Looking over the shoulders of Pirate 3)  There aren’t even any treasure charts in it.
3rd child
Well, you’ll never find any treasure if you look like that, will you?
** Children sing – music at end of script

You have to dig
You don’t find treasure lying on the ground
You have to dig, you have to dig
There’s a marvellous treasure waiting to be found
It’s something big, it’s something big
There are pearls of wisdom hidden in the book
There are gems and jewels waiting to be took
But you won’t find anything unless you look
You have to dig

Your chart won’t help you if you don’t start to work
You have to dig, you have to dig
It may be tiring but you must not shirk
The treasure’s big, the treasure’s big
There’s life forever on the Bible page
There’s a message waiting there for every age
But to find that message you must turn the page
You have to dig
Pirate 1
That’s all very well, but what do we have to look for?
4th child
Well, you could try looking for the pearl of great price.
Pirate 2
What’s that?
3rd child
If you’ll just move out of the way, we’ll tell you all about it.
4th child
Come and sit here, at the back.
Pirate 3
Okay, but it had better be good.
(Pirates sit on floor out of the way)
2nd child
I’ll put on this scarf and coat and then I’m Nathan the jeweller.
1st child
And if I put these on, then I can be Reuben the merchant.
(Other children dress them in eastern clothes and bring on a table of ‘jewels’, including a small pebble painted with pearl nail varnish)
Reuben
Now I’m ready.
Nathan
I’ll sit behind my table, waiting for customers.
** Children sing – From Araby, verse 1 – source unknown

From Araby to Trebizond
From Rome to far Cathay
To Ethiopia and beyond
The merchant finds his way

And he’s looking, he’s looking
He’s searching every mile
He’s looking for the gem
That makes it all worthwhile
Reuben
Good morning, Nathan.  What have you got to show me today?
Nathan
For you, Master, the very best.  See, rubies, fit for a queen, jade from the mountains of China.  And here  …  HERE is something very special.  (Hides pearl in his hands)
Reuben
I don’t want rubies today.  What’s this something special?
Nathan
Look, Master.  (He holds up the pearl to let the light catch it)  What do you think of this?
Reuben
Ah, but this is wonderful!  (Takes pearl and holds it up)  Never have I seen such a pearl.  How much do you want for it?
Nathan
For a pearl like this, Master  …  (pause)  …  two thousand talents of silver.
Reuben
TWO THOUSAND TALENTS!  (Offers it back to Nathan)  Impossible!  I would have to sell all that I have to buy it.
Nathan
(Not taking pearl back)  But isn’t it worth it?  You’ll never find another pearl like it.
Reuben
(Ponders a little)  I’ll do it.  Will you keep it till I return?
Nathan
I’ll keep it for you, Master.
** Children sing – From Araby, verse 2

From Ethiopia to Cathay
No longer need he roam
While others tread the weary way
The merchant stays at home

For he’s found it, he’s found it
Though he travelled many a mile
He’s found it, he’s found it
It’s the gem that makes it all worthwhile
Pirate 1
Well, that was a nice story, but what has it got to do with the Bible?
3rd child
Why, just listen to this.  (Reads Matthew 13:45,46)
The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking goodly pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.
Pirate 2
But that’s just pearls.  I want to find LOTS of jewels, all shining and sparkling.
Pirate 3
Yes, is there anything else in the Bible about treasure?
4th child
The Bible is full of jewels if you only look.  Listen to what it says in Job 28.  But where shall wisdom be found, and where is the place of understanding?  It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx or the sapphire.  The gold and the crystal cannot equal it, and the exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold.  No mention shall be made of coral or of pearls, for the price of wisdom is above rubies.  The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall it be valued with pure gold.  Whence then cometh wisdom?  and where is the place of understanding?  Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom and to depart from evil, that is understanding.
** Children sing – source unknown

Diamond and rubies, emeralds and topazes
Agate and beryl and sapphires so blue
They’re there for the finding
So don’t need reminding
But look for them shining – in God’s holy word

Opals and jasper, onyx and moonstone
Turquoise and jacinth and amethyst too
They’re there for the finding
So don’t need reminding
But look for them shining – in God’s holy word
Poem
There’s treasure in the Bible
Read it every day
Every word will help you
As you go your way
Study all its pages
Use it as your guide
Remember that its lessons
Ever will abide
Pirate 4
But that’s just jewels.  What about GOLD?
3rd child
The Bible says that faith is like gold – listen.
Poem
Abraham who left his all
Barnabas who preached with Paul
Caleb who was brave and good
Deborah who for Israel stood
Jew or Gentile, young or old
Showed a faith that shines like gold

Gideon and his little band
Hezekiah, king so grand
Isaiah, prophet of the Lord
Jepthah, strong to keep his word
King or prophet, young or old
Showed a faith that shines like gold

Moses in the wilderness
Noah preaching righteousness
Peter leaves his father’s nets
And follows in his master’s steps
Queen Esther for her people stands
Ruth leaves behind her native land
Queen or peasant, young or old
Showed a faith that shines like gold
Pirate 2
Well lads, it looks as if we’ve found our treasure after all.
Pirate 1
Yes, the chart was right.  We were only looking for a pirate’s hoard and instead we’ve found the greatest treasure in the world.
1st child
It’s a treasure that anyone can find if they’ll only look.
** Children sing – source unknown

The treasure’s waiting for you, you must not delay
But start upon your journey while it’s still called today
The chart is very simple, Jesus is the way
And whoever seeks shall find, whoever seeks shall find, whoever seeks shall find
The chart is very simple, Jesus is the way

One path is straight and narrow, one is very wide
But take your Bible with you, it will be your guide
You’ll never miss the pathway with Jesus by your side
And whoever seeks shall find, whoever seeks shall find, whoever seeks shall find
You’ll never miss the pathway with Jesus by your side

The way may not be easy you must realise
The word of life is ready, it will make you wise
The pathway lies ahead, the Kingdom is the prize
And whoever seeks shall find, whoever seeks shall find, whoever seeks shall find
The pathway lies ahead, the Kingdom is the prize
THE END
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