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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Victim

· Robbers (as many as you like)

· Priest (with phylactery on his forehead)

· Levite

· Samaritan

· Innkeeper
Narrator
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.
“Teacher,” he asked, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”
”What is written in the law?” Jesus replied.  “How do you read it?”
He answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and love your neighbour as yourself.”
”You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied.  “Do this and you will live.”
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?”

Scene 1


(The victim walks slowly across the platform.  He is wearing something loose that can easily be taken off, eg. a cloak and he is carrying a bag.  When he gets to the middle of the stage, the robbers attack with sticks and beat him – carefully!  A little tomato sauce on the forehead would be convincing if a bit messy!  The victim falls down)
Robber A
Get his money.  You – help me get his cloak.

(They take off his cloak)

Robber B
Is he dead?

Robber A
Perhaps.  What does it matter?

(They exit taking the cloak and bag.  The victim struggles to his hands and knees and then falls down again.  He must be at the back of the stage.  Enter Priest and walks across the front.  He stops and looks but does not go near him.  Enter Levite – ditto.)

Levite
Is that a dead body over there?

Priest
It looks like it.

Levite
Ought we to do anything about it?

Priest
No, it isn’t our business and we should only become defiled.  Come away.

(They continue on their way and exit.  Enter Samaritan)
Victim
(Feebly)  Help me!

(Samaritan kneels down beside him)

Samaritan
Oh, you have been badly hurt.  Robbers, I suppose.  See, I’ll bandage your head first.

(He takes a strip of something white from the front of his robe and ties it around the victim’s head)


That’s better.  Now, if I can get you over there to where I’ve tethered my donkey, I can pour oil and wine in your wounds.

(He helps the victim to rise to his feet)


If I hold you on, you’ll be able to sit on the donkey till we get to the inn.

(They exit)
Scene 2


(At the inn, the victim is laying at the back of the stage with a pillow under his head and a blanket covering him.  The Samaritan is standing by him.  Enter Innkeeper)

Innkeeper
How is this poor man you brought in last night?

Samaritan
He won’t be able to travel yet.  I shall have to leave him here at your inn.

(He gives the innkeeper 2 large coins)


Here are two denarii.  Take care of him and whatever more you spend, I will repay when I come back.

Narrator
Jesus said, “Which of these three do you think proved neighbour to the man who fell among robbers?”
The lawyer answered, “The one who showed mercy on him.”
And Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

THE END

