The Exodus
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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrators

· 6 Slaves

· Taskmaster

· Jochebed

· Miriam

· Princess

· 2 Maids

· Moses

· Angel

· Aaron

· Pharaoh

· Servant(s)
· Father

· Dan

· Mother
· Rachel

· Grandfather

· Reuben

· Deborah

(A sign may be hung over stage curtain: “Now all these things happened to them as a warning, but they are written down for our instruction …”.
Music: Excerpts from Exodus)
Narrator
Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who knew not Joseph.  And he said to his people, “Behold, the people of Israel are more and mightier than we.  Come, let us deal wisely with them, lest they multiply and join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land”.
Therefore they set over them taskmasters to afflict them with heavy burdens.  But the more they were oppressed the more they grew and spread abroad.

Scene 1
Slaves in Egypt 

(Six Hebrew slaves are on stage working in a field.  Pyramid backdrop)

Slave 1
How terrible our life is under this new Pharaoh. I wish this day was over.  We never have a minute to ourselves.  Just work, work, work!
(Mops brow)
Slave 2
(Looks all around)  Well, why don’t we rest for a minute now, while the taskmaster’s in another part of the field?

Slave 3
Good idea!  My legs are so tired I can hardly stand.  And how my back aches.

(Slaves 1, 2 & 3 sit down.  Slaves 4, 5 & 6 come over to them but don’t sit)

Slave 4
I heard something awful yesterday.  One of our midwives told me that Pharaoh has made a new law, that all our boy babies are to be slain at birth.

Slave 5
Oh yes, I know he commanded the midwives to kill them, but they won’t, you know.

Slave 6
Yes, but now Pharaoh plans to have his own servants find them and throw them into the Nile.

All
Oh no!  What will we do?  We’ll have to hide them.  The tyrant!  Why doesn’t God help us?  (Different slaves say these)

Taskmaster
(rushing in from stage right)  Get to your work, you Hebrews!  Slack off while I’m away, will you?  (Cracks whip and the slaves jump up and resume their work)
You there!  (Singles out a slave and brings him to front stage)
Come here!  You haven’t been handing in your full quota of bricks for several days now.  (Pushes him down)  Keep on working all of you or this is what you’ll get!  (Begins to beat the slave while others keep on working vigorously)
(Curtains close)

** SONG **
Go down Moses – verse 1 and chorus
Narrator
And Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile”.
Now it happened that a man from the house of Levi married one of the daughters of Levi.  And the woman bore a son and when she saw that he was a handsome child, she hid him three months.  And when she could no longer hide him, she made for him an ark of bulrushes and daubed it with pitch and put the child there.

(Curtains open)

Scene 2
The finding of the infant Moses 

(Jochebed and Miriam enter from stage left carrying baby Moses in the ark.  A bulrush bank set is at front of stage)
Jochebed
Here is my plan, Miriam.  Pharaoh’s daughter comes here every morning to bathe.  Perhaps she will find our baby and have pity on him.  You keep yourself hidden and watch.  Then come and tell me what happens.  May God answer our prayers. 

Miriam
Yes, mother.
(Jochebed sets down the ark in front of the rushes then leaves.  Miriam crouches down at front stage left.  Pharaoh’s daughter and her 2 maids enter from stage right in front of rush set)

Princess
What is that thing floating amongst the reeds by the river’s edge?
Go!  Fetch it.  

 (Maids go across stage, lift basket from behind rushes and carry it across to Pharaoh’s daughter) 

1st maid
Look, it is an ark, mistress.

(Pharaoh’s daughter lifts the lid)

2nd maid
Oh, what a dear little baby.  Poor thing!
Princess
This must be one of the Hebrews' children.
(Lifts Moses from the ark.  He cries)  There, there, dear.
(Miriam runs across the stage and curtseys before Pharaoh’s daughter)
Miriam
Shall I go and call you one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?
Princess
Yes, child, that’s a good idea.  Go quickly!

(Miriam exits and returns with Jochebed)
Jochebed
(Curtseys)  May I be of service to you, Ma’am?
Princess
Yes, take this baby away and nurse him for me and I will give you your wages.  If anyone questions you, send them to me.
Jochebed
(Curtseys again and takes the baby)  Yes, my lady.
(Curtains close)

(Musical interlude)
Narrator
And the child grew and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son.  And she called him Moses, because, she said, I drew him out of the water.
And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in word and deed.  And when he was forty years old, he decided to visit his brethren, the children of Israel.
And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and killed an Egyptian.
And the next day, he came across two of them as they fought and he tried to make peace but they said, “Who made you a ruler and a judge over us?  Will you kill us as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?
When he heard this, Moses fled and became a stranger in the land of Midian for forty years.  And after forty years there appeared to him an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.
(Curtains open)

Scene 3
Moses at the burning bush
(A large ‘burning bush’ is placed near front of stage at right.  The angel crouches behind it at first.  Moses enters from stage left, staff in hand.  Notices ‘bush’ and comes slightly closer to look)

Moses
What a strange sight!  I wonder why this bush is not burned up?

Angel
(Standing up behind bush)  Moses, Moses.
Moses
(Startled)  Here I am.
Angel
Do not come near.  Put off your shoes from your feet for the place where you are standing is holy ground.

(Moses takes off sandals and falls to his knees)

Angel
I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.

(Moses hides his face)

Angel
I have seen the affliction of my people in Egypt and have heard their cry, and I have come down to deliver them.  Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people out of Egypt.

Moses
But who shall I say has sent me?  (Looking up fearfully)

Angel
You shall tell the people, “Yahweh, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob has sent me to you”.

Moses
But the people will not believe me.

Angel
I will give you three signs to do before them which will prove your words.

Moses
But Lord, I cannot speak well.

Angel
Who has made man’s mouth?  Have not I, the Lord?  I will be with you.

Moses
Oh, my lord, please, please send someone else.

Angel
Rise up!  Do you not have a brother, Aaron?  I know that he can speak well.  You shall speak my words to him and he shall be your mouth.  Go back to Egypt, for this is My work!

(Moses rises and bows his head in submission, then exits)

(Curtains close)

(Moses appears in front of curtain on stage right as Aaron enters in front of curtain on stage left.  They come to centre stage and embrace each other)

Moses
Aaron, my brother, let me look at you.  Forty years!  How good it is to see you and I have so much to tell you.  The Lord has appeared to me.

Aaron
And He has appeared to me also, Moses.  That is why I came to find you.  Come, we have much to discuss.

Moses
You must meet my family.

(They exit, acting as if still talking)

(Musical interlude)
(Curtains open)

Scene 4
Moses and Aaron before Pharaoh 

(Pharaoh sits on throne near front of stage with servants fanning him.  Aaron and Moses enter from stage right and stand near Pharaoh)

Aaron
Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Let my people go, that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness. 
Pharaoh
Is that so?  And who is your God, that I should listen to him and let Israel go?  I know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go!
Aaron
The God of the Hebrews has met with us.  Let us go, we pray you, three days journey into the desert and sacrifice to the Lord our God.  If we don’t obey Him, He may fall upon us with plague or with the sword.

Pharaoh
Who do you think you are distracting the people from their work?  Get out of my sight!
(Moses and Aaron exit stage right)

Pharaoh
(To a servant)  Fetch me the chief of the taskmasters.

Servant
Yes, Sire!

(Bows and exits stage left, returning with the taskmaster)

Pharaoh
I have new orders for you.  Don’t give the Hebrews any more straw for making bricks, let them find it for themselves.  But don’t reduce their production quotas by a single brick.  They obviously don’t have enough to do or they wouldn’t be talking about going out into the desert to sacrifice to their god.  Load them with work!  Make them sweat!  That will teach them to listen to Moses’ and Aaron’s lies.

Taskmaster
Yes, Sire!  It shall be done!

(Bows and exits stage left)
(Curtains close)

Narrator
Then God said to Moses, “I am the Lord.  I have made a solemn covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give them the land of Canaan in which they dwell as sojourners.  And I have heard the groaning of the children of Israel in bondage, and I have remembered my covenant”.
Say therefore to the children of Israel, “I am the Lord and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm and with great judgments.  I will take you for my people and I will be your God.  And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”.
And the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have made you as a god to Pharaoh and Aaron shall be your prophet.  You shall speak all that I command you and Aaron shall speak to Pharaoh, but he will not listen to you for I will harden his heart.  Then the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I show them my power.
(The Junior students now walk across front of stage, holding up illustrations of the plagues as the Narrator continues)

Narrator
Thus God brought many plagues upon the land of Egypt.
First, their waters turned to blood.
Then hordes of frogs covered their land, filling the houses, the beds, the ovens!
Lice infested the Egyptians and their animals.  Pharaoh’s magicians said, “This is the finger of God”.  But Pharaoh wouldn’t listen.
Then swarms of flies came upon the country.  But this time God separated Goshen where the Israelites lived, and from then on, no plagues touched them.
Still Pharaoh refused to let Israel go.  So God sent a plague of deadly murrain on Egypt’s cattle, horses, camels and donkeys.
Then terrible boils broke out on the Egyptians and their animals.
Next, a dreadful hailstorm with thunder and lightning ruined the crops and killed many.  There had never been such a storm in the history of Egypt.  Pharaoh’s servants begged him to let Israel go.  But no.
So everything left from the hail was now destroyed by a huge plague of locusts.
Then darkness so black it could be felt covered Egypt for three days.
Finally, Pharaoh called for Moses.

(Curtains open)

Pharaoh
Moses, Moses, come here.

(Moses and Aaron enter quickly from stage right)

Pharaoh
I’ve had enough!  Go, serve the Lord your God, only let your flocks and herds stay here.  You can even take your children with you.

Aaron
No.  We must take our flocks and herds for burnt offerings to sacrifice to the Lord our God.  Our cattle shall go with us, not a hoof shall be left behind.

Pharaoh
Get out of here!  Don’t let me ever see your face again!  If you see my face again you shall die.

Moses
As you say, I will not see your face again.

(Curtains close)

** SONG **
Go Down Moses - verse 2
(Curtains open)

Scene 5
The Passover celebrated
(Inside a Hebrew home.  The Grandfather, Father, Mother, Dan and Rachel are on stage.  The table is being laid for a meal.  Mother is cutting slices off a lamb on a spit at the rear of the stage.  Rachel is putting finishing touches to the table – unleavened bread, bitter herbs, wine bottle, fruit, etc.  Father is carrying a large bowl to the doorway stage left)
Father
Bring me the bunch of hyssop, Dan.

Dan
Here, Father.  My friends and I picked it off the wall this morning.

Father
We must do as Moses commanded us and sprinkle the lamb’s blood on our lintel and doorposts, so the angel of the Lord will pass over our house tonight.  (Does so as he speaks)

Dan
Is God’s angel really going to kill the Egyptians tonight?

Father
Only the firstborn, Dan.  But that will be terrible enough.

Mother
(Coming forward to the table where Rachel is working)  Have you put everything in place, Rachel?

Rachel
Yes, Mother.  Here is the unleavened bread and the bitter herbs, just as Moses said.

Mother
(Placing a plate of lamb on the table)  And here is our Passover lamb that Father killed this evening.  Now, let me see …. we’re to have our coats and sandals on, our staffs in our hands and everything ready to go when we eat.  Rachel, you get our coats.  Dan, you get Father’s and Grandfather’s staffs.

Father
(Coming to centre stage)  Is everything ready yet, Mother?

Mother
Yes, the meal is prepared.  But Reuben and Deborah aren’t here yet.  They will eat with us, you know.

(A knock is heard)

Father
Oh, here they are.  (Dan runs to let them in)  Welcome, Reuben and Deborah.  Everything is ready.  Have you brought your belongings?  We must lose no time.

(They all gather around the table, standing)

Father
Grandfather, will you lead us in thanks to God for this night?

Grandfather
Yes, son.  Come, let us bow our heads before God.
Oh Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, blessed is thy name.  We give you thanks and praise for your care of your people Israel.  We have waited many years for deliverance from our oppressors.  We thank you that you have heard our prayers and we ask for strength to obey you always.  We thank you now for this meal.  Hear us O Lord.  Amen.
(Father pours glasses of wine for everyone, then passes the meat and bread around the table.  All eat)

Reuben
The 14th day of Nisan!  We shall remember this day forever, for tonight the Lord will deliver us from Egypt.  Our children’s children will keep this feast, Rachel.

Rachel
Will the Egyptians’ animals be killed tonight too?
Deborah
Oh yes, Rachel.  God told Moses that his angel would slay all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast.  But we don’t need to be afraid, the blood on our doorposts will save us.  (Motions to the door)
Dan
(Begins to leave the table)  Father, may I see if my little goat is alright?

Father
No, no, son.  You must remember God’s command.  We are all to stay in our houses.  No-one can go outside.  He’ll be alright.  Now eat quickly everyone for midnight is near and we must leave nothing of our meal.

Grandfather
To think that I should live to see this night.  Joseph’s words coming true …. The prophecy to Abraham coming true!  Soon we will be in the land promised to our fathers.  (Says as if in a dream)

Deborah
Yes, Grandfather, it’s a wonderful night.  And from now on it will be the first month in our year.

Mother
(To Father)  I think everyone is finished now.

Father
Then we must burn what remains.  Rachel, Dan, you help your mother clear up.

(They put the food on a large tray and carry it off stage)
Father
Now, is everything ready for our journey?

Reuben
Yes, Caleb.  We brought everything with us.

Deborah
We didn’t have much to pack.  I do hope things will be better in Canaan.

(Mother and Rachel place bundles beside the door, as a loud thunder clap is heard)

Dan
Oh, Father, is that the angel of the Lord?

Reuben
Shhh!  Listen!  Do you hear that?

(In the distance wailing and howling can be heard)

Slave 1
(Runs in through door, very excited)  Come quickly!  The angel of the Lord has passed through the land of Egypt and all the firstborn are dead.  Pharaoh has called for Moses and Aaron and told them to get out, they and us and our flocks and herds.  But first we are supposed to get jewels and clothes from the Egyptians.  Hurry!

(Slave rushes out)

Dan
We’re on our way!

(Family and neighbours gather up bundles and rush out)
(Curtains close)

(Junior classes now line up on stage in front of the curtain, some carrying lambs.  The rest of the Sunday School lines up behind the curtain with Moses and Aaron in front, followed by two boys carrying the ‘coffin’ of Joseph)
** SONG **
Junior class sings Little ones of God are we

(They then join rest of school behind curtain)
Narrator
And it came to pass when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them through the wilderness to the Red Sea.
And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for he had sworn to the children of Israel saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry my bones with you”.
And they took their journey from Succoth, and camped in Etham on the edge of the wilderness.  And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them the way, and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light.

(The ‘pillar of cloud’ descends as curtains open on the Sunday School)
** SONG **
Marching Home to Canaan
(Curtains close and blue waves are attached to them as Narrator reads. Lights dim)

Narrator
But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his army overtook them camping by the sea.  And the children of Israel looked and behold the Egyptians marched after them and they were sore afraid.
And they cried unto the Lord, “It had been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness”.
And Moses said unto the people …

Moses
(From behind curtain)  Fear not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord which He will show you today.  For the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you shall see no more forever.  The Lord shall fight for you.

Narrator
And the Lord said unto Moses, “Speak unto the children of Israel that they go forward, but lift up your rod and stretch out your hands over the sea and divide it”.

(Curtains open slowly, lights come up.  Moses stands in front of the people holding up his rod as Narrator continues)

Narrator
And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord caused the sea to go back and made the sea dry land.  And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground.  And the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand and on their left.

(Sunday School marches slowly down steps at front of stage singing the chorus of Marching Home to Canaan and line up below stage at front)
Narrator
Then He led forth His people like sheep and guided them in the wilderness like a flock.  He led them in safety, so that they were not afraid, but the sea overwhelmed their enemies.
(Curtains close quickly upon Pharaoh who comes on stage waving a sword)

Narrator
And He brought them to His holy land, to the mountain which His right hand had won.
O give thanks to the Lord, call on His name, make known His deeds among the peoples!
Sing to Him, sing praises to Him, tell of all His wondrous works!
Glory in His holy name, let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!

(Entire Sunday School and audience sing Blessed, Blessed be Jehovah)
THE END
SONGS

Go Down, Moses – Praise the Lord, no. 292
Blessed, Blessed be Jehovah – Christadelphian Hymnbook, no. 167
Marching Home to Canaan
(source unknown)

We are marching home to Canaan
We are marching day by day
Pharaoh sent us out of Egypt
When his firstborn God did slay
With the pillar of cloud before us
We are sure to find the way
God will lead us onto Canaan
We will never go astray


Chorus
Marching onward, marching onward
Marching onward, day by day
We are marching home to Canaan
We are marching day by day
God is leading us to Canaan
We are pilgrims on the way

Little Ones of God are we
(source unknown)


Little ones of God are we
Yet we will His praise repeat
We will pray on bended knee
Him to guide our feet

Chorus
Lead me, lead me, lest I stray
Lead me, lead me, by Thy hand
Lead me in the blessed way
To the Promised Land
Lead us, lead us, lest we stray
Lead us, lead us, by Thy hand
Lead us in the blessed way
To the Promised Land


Little lambs of God are we
He the shepherd leads His sheep
And the lambs most tenderly
He from harm will keep


Chorus
Keep me, keep me, lest I stray
Keep me, keep me, by Thy hand
Keep me in the blessed way
To the Promised Land
Keep us, keep us, lest we stray
Keep us, keep us, by Thy hand
Keep us in the blessed way
To the Promised Land
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