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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator
· Paul

· Macedonian

· Silas

· Timothy

· Luke
· Lydia

· Woman 1

· Woman 2

· 2 Passers-by
· 2 Wives

· Slave girl

· 2 Owners

· 2 Magistrates
· 2 Officers

· Guard

· Jailor

· Jailor's wife

Scene 1
(Stage is in darkness.  Overhead projector is showing a map of Paul’s 2nd journey as far as Troas.  Paul is lying asleep on the stage)
Narrator
Tonight we are taking a journey back in time.  It is about 1,950 years ago.  Twenty years after the death and resurrection of Jesus, many have been told the good news of Jesus Christ by the apostles.  Paul has visited many areas on his first missionary journey and is now going further afield for his second journey.  Accompanied by Silas he visits churches in Syria and Turkey.  At Derbe they are joined by Timothy and then continue their work of strengthening believers and making new converts until they reach Troas.  There Paul has a vision.

(OHP off, dim light on stage to reveal Paul.  Macedonian appears from right bathed in green light — faint sound of rushing wind)

Macedonian
(bending over Paul)   Paul, Paul.

(Paul sits up, yawning and rubbing his eyes)

Macedonian
Come over to Macedonia and help us.

(Paul lies down again.  Macedonian exits right.  After a minute or so of darkness the lights come up to indicate morning)

Paul
(calling)   Silas, Timothy.
(Paul gets up and puts on his cloak before Silas & Timothy enter from left)

Silas
What is it, Paul?

Paul
God sent a vision last night.  A man from Macedonia begged us to go there and help.

Timothy
Macedonia?  That’s over the sea isn’t it?  I think the main city is a Roman colony called Philippi.

Silas
I know who could help us.  Luke the doctor has been there and knows the area.

Paul
Yes, I’d like to have him with us.  We’ll leave as soon as he’s ready.

(They lift bed off stage and exit left.  OHP comes on again, now showing the journey as far as Philippi)
Narrator
So Paul and his three friends left for Macedonia, an area that is now part of Greece.  It would be the first time the gospel was preached in Europe.  They took a boat from Troas to Samothrace then walked on to Philippi.
(OHP off)

**  Song 1:  Send the Light (Sing Hosanna 2 p 34, Praise the Lord no 270)

(Sung by rest of cast while 4 friends move slowly across stage holding a side view of a boat.  Long blue strip of material is held across stage and ‘rippled’.  When they reach right hand side of stage they pass boat out and exit right)
Scene 2

(Stage bare, lights bright)

Narrator
They spent several days in Philippi.  There was no synagogue, so on the Sabbath day they looked for a quiet place to pray outside the city.

Luke
(leading others back on from right)  Here’s a peaceful spot by the river for our worship.

(They sit down, Paul unrolls a scroll and begins to read Romans 5 v l onwards.  As he reads Lydia enters from left with Women 1 & 2.  They sit down to talk but start to listen to Paul then one by one go over to sit by him)

Lydia
Sirs, I am a believer in God.  My name is Lydia.  I trade in purple cloth.  Please tell me about Christ and how I may be saved.

Timothy
Salvation comes through belief, repentance and baptism.

Woman 1
May I listen?

Woman 2
Please teach me too.
**  Song 2:  Seek ye first (Sing Hosanna 3 p29, PTL no 251)

(The women sit quietly talking to Paul while this song is played.  Then everyone begins to sing it while the 3 women are baptised - using the blue material again to indicate the river)

Lydia
If you consider me a believer in the Lord, then come and stay with my family.

Luke
Are you sure we won’t be any trouble?

Lydia
I have a large house and plenty of help, please come.

Timothy
You’re very kind. We’d love to stay with you.

(All exit left)

Scene 3

(Stage as before, Passers-by and Wives enter left, Slave Girl and Owners enter right)

Slave girl
(waving arms and shouting)   Beware ….. danger ….. the signs, the signs ….. fear ….. shadows …..

Owner 1
(to Passer-by 1)   She can tell your fortune.

Owner 2
Only 5 pieces of silver, payable in advance.

Wife 1
Go on, it could be interesting.

Passer-by 1
No, it’s a waste of time.

Wife 1
I said, go on, it could be interesting!

Passer-by 1
All right then.  (Hands over money)
Slave girl
(in a trance)   I see water, great danger, choking fierce winds, falling, falling, I can’t breathe, can’t breathe, I see death.

Wife 1
Perhaps we won’t go on that boat trip after all.

Passer-by 2
Lend me some money, dear, would you?

Wife 2
No fear, use your own!
Passer-by 2
Here, tell my fortune.

(Owner 1 holds out hand for money, Passer-by 2 nudges Wife 2, who pays up)

Slave girl
(muttering to herself at first)   Bright, shiny, hot, very hot, money, much money, shimmering, hammering, banging, noise, very hot, so much money.

Passer-by 2
Perhaps my silversmith’s business is going to take a turn for the better.

Wife 2
When it does, you can jolly well pay me back.

(Passers-by and Wives exit right as apostles enter left)

Slave girl
(turning to apostles)   These men are servants of the most high God.

Owner 1
Tell your fortunes, good sirs?

Timothy
No, it’s all right, thank you.

Slave girl
They are telling you the way to be saved.

(Apostles exit right, followed by Slave girl moaning and yelling, followed by Owners asking for money from everyone, unsuccessfully!)

Narrator
For several days the demented girl called out to the apostles.

(Enter Apostles from right, followed by Slave girl, followed by Owners, exit left)

Narrator
Until Paul felt he had to do something.

(Apostles return to stage from left, followed by Slave girl and Owners)

Slave girl
Servants of God, save us all, redeem us.

(She falls to her knees, clutching Paul’s cloak)

Paul
In the name of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her.

(Slave girl slowly rises, blinking and trembling – her Owners take her arms)

Slave girl
(looking round in wonderment)   Who are you?

Owner 1
What have you done?

Owner 2
She’s no good to us now.
Owner 1
She was making us rich.

Owner 2
You’re not getting away with this.

Owner 1
We’ll take them to the magistrates in the market place.

(They drag Paul and Silas off right, others follow.  Magistrates enter left with 2 Officers carrying chairs.  They sit down as Paul and Silas are brought back on, followed by Timothy, Luke, & Passers-by)

Owner 1
These men are Jews and they are throwing the city into chaos.

Owner 2
They are teaching customs we don’t approve of.

Passer-by 1
They’re just trouble-makers.

(Magistrates whisper together)

Magistrate 1
You will be flogged severely.

Magistrate 2
Then thrown in prison and well guarded.

Magistrate 1
We’re not having any jumped-up foreigners telling us what to do.

(Lydia and 2 Women enter at extreme left as Officers take Paul and Silas off right.  There are flogging sounds and those on stage react either by smiling, flinching, crying, etc., depending on the character.  Lights dim as everyone leaves, Magistrates to left taking one chair away.  Timothy & Luke cross to comfort Lydia and 2 Women and exit left with them.  Owners and Passers-by exit right)
Scene 4

(Lights low.  Guard and Jailer enter from left, carrying chains, stocks, etc.. Officers bring Paul and Silas on from right, clothes ripped and blood-stained)
Officer 1
They’re dangerous, guard them carefully.

Guard
Yes, we will.
(Officers, Jailer & Guard chain and tie up Paul and Silas, then Officers exit right)
Paul
Blessed are those who suffer.

Silas
Let’s sing.
**  Song 3:  This is the day (Sing Hosanna 4 p11, PTL no 274)

Jailer
I don’t know what you two have got to sing about.  Most prisoners would be wailing and moaning in your position.  Mind you, they’re very quiet now, perhaps they’ve stopped to listen.
Paul
We take our problems to God instead of crying about them.

**  Song 4:  Pack up your sorrows (Sing Hosanna 1 p38)

(Girls sing the verses, everyone the chorus)

(Jailer nods off during song)

Narrator
Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken.  At once all the prison doors flew open and everybody’s chains came loose.

(Earthquake starts: wind, shouting, banging, Paul and Silas’ chains fall off, Jailer falls off chair, noise eases off, lights go out completely.  Dim light on Jailer as he wakes up and looks around in alarm)

Jailer
The doors are all open, the prisoners will have all gone.  Where’s my sword?  I’ve failed in my duty.

(He draws sword to kill himself)

Paul
Don’t harm yourself, we are all here.

Jailer
Guard, fetch the light.

(Guard brings lamp, light on Paul and Silas.  Jailer rushes over to them)

Jailer
Your God has saved you.  What must I do to be saved?

Silas
Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, you and all your household.

Jailer
Come to my home.  (Helps them up)   I will wash your wounds and give you food while you tell me the good news of Jesus.

(All exit right.  Lights up)

Scene 5

(Jailer’s wife enters left, table is lifted on and laid with food.  Jailer, Paul and Silas enter right)

Silas
Welcome to God’s family.  Now you have been baptised, we are all brothers and sisters in Christ.

Jailer’s wife
You have brought us all great joy.

**  Song 5:  Let there be love (Sing Hosanna 4 p44, PTL no 211)

(There is a knock on the door at right.  Jailer’s wife opens it and lets in Officers)

Officer 1
You may release these men.

Jailer
The magistrates say you are free to go.

Paul
I’m afraid that’s not good enough.  We were publicly beaten and imprisoned without trial.  Now they want us to just quietly disappear.  No, they should come here themselves to apologise and escort us out.

Officer 2
Oh, you’d better wait here then.

(The Officers exit right, then return with Magistrates.  Knock on door - Jailer opens it)

Magistrate 1
We are sorry, we did not realise that you are Roman citizens and you were not judged fairly.

Magistrate 2
We will escort you from the prison publicly, then everyone will know that you are innocent.

Paul
(to Magistrates)   Thank you.  (To Silas)   We will go to Lydia’s and see everyone before we leave.

(Jailer and Wife exit left, others right)

Scene 6

(Lydia, Women, Luke and Timothy enter left and stand talking, etc..  Knock on door at right - Lydia opens it.  Paul and Silas)

Luke
Paul, Silas, you are safe.  Thanks be to God!

Silas
Yes, and we have baptised another family.  They will be coming to see you soon.

Paul
We have to continue on our journey now.  Be strong in the faith while we are away.  We will visit again and write to you.

Woman 1
Thank you for coming to us in Philippi and teaching us the truth about Jesus.

Woman 2
Can we all sing a song before they go?

Lydia
Yes, of course we can.

ALL ON STAGE

**  Song 6:  Come sing the news (Sing Hosanna 3 p31)

THE END 
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