Scenes from the life of David
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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator

· Samuel

· Jesse

· David

· Shammah, Eliab and Abinadab

· Goliath (voice only)

· 2 Bystanders

· Saul and Abner

· Abishai

Poem to be said by infant class

When David was a shepherd boy
He did as he was told
He kept his flocks in Bethlehem
In heat and rain and cold

And when a roaring lion came
And then a growling bear
He asked his God to strengthen him
And keep him in His care


Children sing any version of ‘The Lord is my shepherd’


Narrator
And the Lord said unto Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel?  Fill your horn with oil and go.  I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided me a king from among his sons”.

Scene 1: Jesse’s house


Samuel with Jesse and several older sons

Samuel
Have I seen all your sons?  God has chosen none of these.

Jesse
The youngest is not here.  He is out keeping the sheep.

Samuel
Send and fetch him.  I must see all your sons.

Jesse
Shammah, bring your brother David here quickly.  (To Samuel)  Surely it cannot be the youngest, he is little more than a boy.

Samuel
When I saw your elder sons, I was certain that God must have chosen one of them.  But God has told me that I must not judge by the outward appearance.

Enter David and Shammah

Jesse
I sent for you because Samuel the prophet wishes to see you.  (Jesse turns to Samuel)  This is my youngest son, David.

Samuel
And this is the one chosen by God.  David, son of Jesse, in the name of the Lord God of Israel I anoint you to be king over God’s people.

David kneels as Samuel anoints him

Narrator
Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle and Saul and the men of Israel gathered together in the valley of Elah, and set the battle in array against the Philistines.
And there went up a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath of Gath, who was nine feet tall.  And he stood and cried to the armies of Israel.

Goliath (voice only)
I defy the armies of Israel this day.  Choose a man that we may fight together.  If he can kill me, we will be your servants.  If I kill him, you shall be our servants.

Narrator
When Saul and all Israel heard these words, they were greatly afraid.  Back in Bethlehem, Jesse said to David, “Take bread and cheeses and go to the camp to see how your brothers are”.

Scene 2: Camp of Israel


David, his three brothers and a couple of bystanders talking

Eliab
Well, have you come to see what it’s like being a soldier?

Abinadab
It’s a lot different to keeping sheep, I can tell you.

David
Father sent me to see how you all are.  He’s sent bread and corn and cheese too.  

Shammah
To see how we are?  Oh we’re fine – just scared stiff, that’s all.

David
Why, what is there to be afraid of?

Goliath (voice only)
I defy the armies of Israel this day.  Choose a man that we may fight together.  If he can kill me, we will be your servants.  If I kill him, you shall be our servants.

David
Who was that?

1st Bystander
That was Goliath of Gath, the champion of the Philistines.

2nd Bystander
The king has promised that whoever kills him shall marry the king’s daughter and be given great riches.

David
And will no-one fight him?

Eliab
Listen to the shepherd-boy!  The giant isn’t one of your sheep, you know.

David
But we are God’s people.  We do not need to fear the giant.

Abinadab
I suppose you think you could fight him yourself.

David
Not by myself, but with the help of God.

1st Bystander
The king is coming.

All bow as Saul enters

Saul
What is this argument I hear?

2nd Bystander
My Lord, this young man says he will fight the giant.

Saul
You!  You are far too young.

David
My lord, when I looked after my father’s sheep they were attacked by both a lion and a bear.  I killed them both.  The God who saved me from the lion and the bear will save me from this Philistine.

Saul
Then at least take my armour.

David
I am not used to armour.  I will take only my shepherd’s sling.

Saul and others move to back of stage.  David moves to front and ‘picks up’ stones, then faces back of room
Goliath (voice only)
Am I a dog that you come to fight me with sticks and stones?

David
You come with sword and spear, but I come in the name of the God of Israel whom you have defied.

Narrator
And David took a stone and slung it and hit the Philistine in the forehead and he fell on his face to the earth.

Israelites
The giant is dead. The Philistines are fleeing.

Saul
Follow the Philistines!  Let none of them escape.

Poem
Five little stones from a running brook
Five little stones, that was all he took
Five little stones, hear the giant laugh
”Will you conquer me with your shepherd’s staff?”

Five little stones from a running brook
Five little stones, was that ALL he took?
He took faith as well, and the giant fell
And ONE little stone saved Israel

Does a giant stand in your path today?
Do worries and troubles block the way?
They are great indeed, but pay no heed
One little stone may be all you need

Narrator
And Saul was afraid of David because the Lord was with him and had left Saul.


David stayed in the wilderness in strongholds and Saul sought him every day.  But God delivered him not into his hand.


And Saul went to look for David in the wilderness of Ziph and David came to the place where Saul was camped.  Saul lay sleeping, with his spear stuck in the ground by his bed, and Abner and the people lay round about him.

Scene 3: At the camp

Saul and Abner with soldiers all around them, all sleeping.  Enter David and Abishai

Abishai
See, here is the king.  God has delivered your enemy into your hand.  Let me strike him with my spear – I shan’t need to strike twice.

David
The Lord forbid that we should  kill the Lord’s anointed.  But let us take his spear and the jug of water.

Abishai
I have them both.

David
Good, let us go before they wake.

They creep out and David shouts from offstage

David
Abner!  Abner!

Abner sits up and rubs his eyes

David
Abner!  Are you still asleep, Abner?

Abner
Who is that calling?

David
You should take better care of the king, Abner.  Suppose someone tried to kill him?  Look for the king’s spear and the jar of water that was by his head.

Saul
Is that your voice, David my son?

David
It is my voice, my lord king.  What have I done wrong that you hunt me like a partridge in the mountains?  I could have killed you as you lay asleep but I wouldn’t harm the Lord’s anointed.

Saul
I have done wrong!  I will do you no more harm because you spared my life today.

Narrator
So David went on his way and Saul returned to his palace.
Now the Philistines fought against Israel in Mount Gilboa.  Saul died and his three sons and all his men, that same day together.
And there was war between David’s family and Saul’s family, but David became stronger as the family of Saul got weaker and weaker.  So all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and they anointed David king over all Israel.

Poem – one verse each child
The king sat in his palace, and the Lord had given him peace
Had conquered all his foes and made their enmity to cease
And David well considered, as he sat upon his throne
How all that he ruled over was the Lord’s and not his own

“My house is made of cedar, and my wealth its chambers fill
The tabernacle of my God is hung with curtains still
I will build a noble temple, where God may worshipped be
In a manner that becometh both his power and majesty”

Now the prophet Nathan told him that the Lord approved his plan
But the ways of God are far above the ways of puny man
And a message came to Nathan, a command he must obey
”Go tell my servant David the words I bid you say”

“I took you from the hillside and from following the sheep
To be ruler of my people and my covenants to keep
Your faith shall be rewarded, for your God has heard your vows”
And the Lord said unto David, “I will build for you a house”

“Your son who shall come after you and sit upon your throne
Shall rule the world in righteousness, and him all nations own
I will be to him a father and he shall be my son
And the glories of his kingdom for ever more shall run”

So with David we look forward to the years that are to be
When the Son of God shall rule the world in peace and equity
When pain and sorrow, war and crime, from off the earth shall cease
And the greater Son of David shall rule the world in peace

Close with:
‘He who would valiant be’ – Sing to the Lord no. 99 or
’We love the good old Bible’ – Sing to the Lord no. 87
 or something similarly suitable

THE END
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