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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator

· Elkanah

· Hannah

· Peninnah

· Penninah’s children

· Eli

· Hophni

· Phinehas

· Worshippers

· Samuel

· Voice of God

	Scene 1:   Elkanah’s House

	

	
	
	

	Narrator


	Action
	Words

	Long ago in Israel there lived a man called Elkanah.
	
	

	
	Enter Elkanah.  Walks to a chair, sits and reads.
	

	He had two wives, one called Hannah ….
	
	

	
	Enter Hannah.  Goes to Elkanah and kisses him.  Sits at his feet.
	

	…. and the other called Penninah.
	
	

	
	Enter Penninah and children.  Children run and jump on Elkanah, get him to look at their toys, push Hannah away.  Hannah gets on with dusting, Penninah prepares meal, children play, Elkanah goes to sleep in his chair.
	

Children:  Look at this, look at mine, etc.

	Although Elkanah loved Hannah, she was sad because she had no children of her own.
	
	

	
	Penninah calls the children to lick the bowl.  They go, leaving their toys.
Hannah comes to clear them up but is pushed aside by Penninah.
	Penninah:  Would anyone like to lick this bowl?


Penninah:  I’ll do that, thank you.

	
	
When the meal is ready, Penninah sends the children to wake Elkanah.
	
Penninah:  Go and wake your father.
Elkanah:  Tomorrow we must go to the temple, but now – let’s eat!

	
	All go out to eat.


	

	Scene 2:   The Temple

	

	
	
	

	Narrator


	Action
	Words

	
	Enter Eli, sits on chair.
	

	Two of the temple priests were Hophni and Phinehas, the sons of Eli.
	
	

	
	Enter Hophni and Phinehas.
	

	Every year, Elkanah and his family came to the temple to worship the Lord and offer sacrifices.
	
	

	
	Enter Elkanah and family.  They give their sacrifices to Hophni and Phinehas and kneel to pray.
All leave except Hannah.
Other worshippers come and give sacrifices to Hophni and Phinehas and kneel to pray, then leave.
	

	Now Eli’s sons were wicked.  They kept for themselves some of the meat which was given for sacrifices.
	
	

	
	Hophni and Phinehas furtively put some of the meat into a basket and leave with it.
	

	Hannah made a vow to the Lord, saying that if He would look upon her sorrow and not forget her and give her a son, that she would give him to the Lord for all the days of his life.
	

Hannah stands praying, swaying, crying, silently moving her lips.
	

	
	Eli approaches her.
	Eli:  How long will you keep on getting drunk?
Hannah:  No my Lord, I have not been drinking.  I am praying to the Lord in my great sorrow.
Eli:  Go in peace and may the God of Israel grant what you have asked.

	Hannah was sad no more.
She returned home with Elkanah and in the course of time she gave birth to a son and called him Samuel.

	
Exit Hannah and Eli to opposite sides.
	

	Scene 3:   Hannah dedicates Samuel and visits him

	

	
	
	

	Narrator


	Action
	Words

	After several years, the time came for Hannah to fulfil her vow* to the Lord.
So when the family next went to Shiloh they took Samuel with them.
* or keep her promise
	


Enter Eli from one side - Hannah, Elkanah and Samuel from the other.
	

	
	
	Hannah:  My lord, I am the woman who was here beside you praying to the Lord for a child.  The Lord has given me this son and now I give him to the Lord.

	
	Hannah and Elkanah kiss Samuel and he joins Eli.  Hannah and Elkanah leave.  Eli shows Samuel some of his duties, lighting candles, opening the doors, etc.
	

	So Samuel ministered before the Lord and each year his mother made him a little robe and took it to him when she went with her husband to offer the annual sacrifice.
	
	

	
	Enter Hannah and Elkanah, greet Samuel and Eli, give Samuel the robe to try on.
	
Hannah:  I’ve made you this robe.  Would you like to try it on?

	
	
They part and wave goodbye leaving Eli in the centre and Samuel sitting at the side, seeing what else his parents have left for him.
Enter Hophni and Phinehas with their basket of meat.
	

	
	
	Eli:  Why do you do such things?  God will surely punish you.

	The sons did not listen to their father, for it was the Lord’s will to put them to death.
	Hophni and Phinehas laugh at Eli and walk away.
Eli shakes his head and sighs and walks slowly towards Samuel, who is gathering up his things.
Eli puts his arm around Samuel’s shoulder and they leave.

	

	Scene 4:   The Calling

	

	
	
	

	Narrator


	Action
	Words

	
	Enter Samuel leading Eli to bed.  Tucks Eli in then goes to his own bed.
	

	
	
	Eli:  Goodnight, Samuel.
Samuel:  Goodnight.

	One night Eli was lying down in his usual place and Samuel was lying down in the temple when the Lord called Samuel.
	
	

	
	
	The Lord:  Samuel.

	
	Samuel gets up and runs to Eli.
	

	
	
	Samuel:  Here I am, you called me.
Eli:  I didn’t call, go back and lie down.

	
	Samuel lies down.
	

	
	
	The Lord:  Samuel.

	
	Samuel gets up and goes to Eli.
	

	
	
	Samuel:  Here I am, you called me.
Eli:  My son, I did not call, go back and lie down.

	
	Samuel lies down.
	

	
	
	The Lord:  Samuel.

	
	Samuel gets up and goes to Eli.
	

	
	
	Samuel:  Here I am, you called me.

	Now Eli realised that the Lord was calling the boy, and told him that when the Lord called again he should say,”Speak Lord, for your servant is listening”.
	
	

	
	
	Eli:  Go back and lie down.

	
	Samuel lies down.
	

	
	
	The Lord:  Samuel, Samuel.

	
	Samuel stands up.
	

	
	

Light shines on Samuel.
	Samuel:  Speak, for your servant is listening.
The Lord:  I am going to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears it tingle.  I am going to carry out against Eli all that I have said.  All his family will be judged because he did not stop the wickedness of his sons and the sons will both die on the same day.  Nothing can change this.

	Samuel lay down until morning, then he got up and opened the doors of the temple as usual.
	Samuel lies down.
	

	
	Samuel gets up and opens the doors.

	

	Narrator


	Action
	Words

	Samuel was afraid to tell Eli the vision, but Eli called him and said that he must tell him all that God had said.  So Samuel told him everything and Eli said ….  
	
	

	
	
	Eli:  He is the Lord, let him do what is good in his eyes.

	The Lord did punish Eli and his sons just as he had said.
But the Lord was with Samuel as he grew up and all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognised that Samuel was a prophet of the Lord.
	

Eli gets up and puts his robe on Samuel.
	

	
	Samuel lights candles.
	

	
	
	

	**  Hymn 146 – Hushed was the evening hymn or Little Samuel Awoke

	
	
	

	THE END
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