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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Ship-owner
· Slave girl

· 2 Slave owners

· Paul

· Silas

· Several women

· Lydia

· Dissatisfied customer

· 2 Prisoners

· Jailer

· 2 Sergeants

· 2 Magistrates

· Narrator

Scene 1 – A street near the river
(The Ship-owner walks slowly across the stage.  The Slave girl follows.  She wears a short dress and is barefoot.  Her owners stand at the edge of the stage behind her)
Slave girl
Tell your fortune, sir?

Ship owner
Er, yes.  I have a ship at sea.  Tell me when it will come back.
Slave girl
(Putting her hands over her eyes)  I see a fine ship with great sails and two banks of oars.  It is laden with spices from the east.  I see it coming into port – tomorrow- or the day after.

Ship owner
That is indeed good news.
(He gives her money and strolls away. The girl goes back to her masters)

Slave girl
Look, masters, a handful of money.  (She gives it to them)

1st owner
Good girl, you did well.  Always tell them what they want to hear.

2nd owner
There seems to be a small crowd down by the river.  Go and see what you can do there.

(Exit the slave girl one way and the owners the other)

Scene 2 – By the river
(Paul and Silas are standing near the back of the stage.  Lydia and several other women are gathered round them.  The slave girl enters and touches one of the women)

Slave girl
Tell your fortune, lady?

Woman
No, go away. I want to hear what these men are saying.

(While Paul is talking, the girl touches one or two of the other women, who shake their heads emphatically, so she hangs about on the edge of the crowd and listens too)
Paul
We are calling you to turn from idols to worship the true and living God who made heaven and earth and everything in it and made all nations of men to live on the earth.

Voice from the crowd
Why do they call you Christians?

Silas
Because we are Christ’s men.  Jesus Christ is the Son of God and in him is salvation.  He came to save us from our sins.

Lydia
I and my household have worshipped the true God for some years.  We have never heard of Jesus Christ.

Paul
We have come to tell you about him.  God has appointed him to rule over all the world and has given assurance to all men by raising him from the dead.

Voices from the crowd
Raised from the dead!  Impossible!

Silas
All things are possible with God.  Jesus Christ was raised from the dead and is now in heaven at the right hand of God, waiting for the time when he will come back to rule the world.

Lydia
I should like to know more about this.  How does one become a Christian?

Paul
Repent and be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ and your sins will be forgiven.

Lydia
And what then?

Silas
Follow Jesus.  Try to be like him.  He did no sin and pleased God in every way.  He died for us so that henceforth we should live a new life as children of God.

Paul
All this was foretold by the prophets of Israel.  They spoke of his sufferings and of his glorious kingdom.

Voice from the crowd
A glorious kingdom?  What good will that be to me if I’m dead by then?

Paul
Jesus Christ rose from the dead and all his followers will be raised at his coming.  He will reign till he has put down all his enemies and at last there will be no more death, no more pain and no more sorrow.

Lydia
I should like to have a place in that kingdom.

Paul
Will you tell me your name?

Lydia
Yes, I am Lydia of Thyatira. I am a seller of purple.  May I be baptised?

Paul
If you truly believe, you may.

Lydia
I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Paul
Then you may indeed be baptised.

Lydia
And afterwards, will you all come and stay at my house?  Please do.  It will give me so much pleasure.

Paul
Then we will gladly accept your hospitality.

(They all move off.  The slave girl follows)

Slave girl
These men are the servants of the Most High God.  They are showing us the way of salvation.
Scene 3 – A street in Philippi
(Paul and Silas walk across stage slowly and stop.  Other people walk across from the other side.  The Slave girl follows Paul and Silas)

Slave girl
These men are servants of the Most High God.  They show us the way of salvation.   (To one of the others)  Tell your fortune, sir?
(The man nods and goes to the side of the stage, opposite Paul and Silas, with her.  She puts her hands over her eyes and appears to be telling him something but we do not hear what she says)

Paul
This girl grieves me.  She has been following us about for several days now and shouting after us.

Silas
Poor girl, she is half mad.  She doesn’t understand what she is saying.

(The customer exits.  The Slave girl turns and sees Paul and Silas)

Slave girl
These men are servants of the Most High God …
Paul
Spirit of Python, I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.

(Exit Paul and Silas.  Enter the Slave owners with a customer)

1st Owner
Come girl, this gentleman wants you to tell his fortune.

(The slave girl puts her hands over her eyes)

Slave girl
Oh master, I can’t see anything.

1st Owner
Of course you can.

Slave girl
No, I can’t.  I can’t.

Customer
Oh well, if she can’t I’ll go to somebody who can.

(Exit Customer)

1st Owner
There, now look what you’ve done!

(He takes her roughly by the arm and shakes her)

Slave girl
Master, don’t beat me.  I can’t do it, truly I can’t.  It isn’t my fault.  It was the Christians.

2nd Owner
The girl is probably speaking the truth.  These Christians don’t believe in the Python.  They’ve stopped her fortune telling.

1st Owner
They’ve stopped our income.  We shall have to get rid of them.

Narrator
Acts 16: v19-24

Scene 4 – In the prison
(Paul and Silas are sitting on the floor with their feet in the stocks and their hands chained to the wall.  Two other prisoners are chained to the wall.  As little light as possible)
Silas
Are you asleep, Paul?

Paul
No, I was praying.  My back is too sore to let me sleep.

Silas
So is mine.  It will be a long weary night.

Paul
Let’s sing to pass the time.

(Paul and Silas sing something suitable, eg. This is the day (Sing Hosanna 4 p11, PTL no 274 or Pack up your sorrows (Sing Hosanna 1 p38).  Earthquake noises, during which all the prisoners remove their fetters unobtrusively.  Enter Jailer)

Jailer
The prisoners!  They will all have escaped!  I have betrayed my trust.

(He draws his dagger and points it towards his heart)

Paul
Don’t harm yourself, we are all here.

Jailer
Lights!  Bring lights!
(Lights come on.  Jailer kneels down in front of Paul and Silas)

Jailer
Sirs, what must I do to be saved?

Paul
Believe in the Lord Jesus and you shall be saved.

Jailer
Come with me.  (He gets up and helps them to their feet)   Come into my house and we will bathe your sore backs and give you food, and you shall tell us about the Lord Jesus.

Scene 5 – In the Jailer’s house
(Jailer, Paul and Silas are standing together)

Jailer
It has been a strange night.  So much has happened – it has changed my whole life.  I am a happy man now that I and all my household have been baptised and become Christians.
(Two Sergeants come to the side of the stage and knock.  The Jailer goes to them)

1st Sergeant
The magistrates say you are to let those men go.

(The Jailer comes back to Paul and Silas and the Sergeants wait)

Jailer
The magistrates have sent to let you go.  Now you may go on your way in peace.

Paul
Go away indeed!  They have beaten us publicly and imprisoned us without trial, even though we are Roman citizens.  Now they want to send us away privately.  No, let them come themselves and fetch us out.

(The Jailer goes back to the Sergeants)

Silas
We shall have to leave Philippi after this.  Where shall we go next?

Paul
Let us follow the road to Thessalonica.

(Enter Jailer with the two Magistrates)

1st Magistrate
Sirs, we were quite unaware that you were Roman citizens.

Paul
You made no attempt to find out.

2nd Magistrate
In the haste of the moment – and with the crowd clamouring – and so many  accusations being hurled about …..
1st Magistrate
In short, we overlooked it.  We deeply apologise.  We trust you will not think it necessary to mention it to Rome.

2nd Magistrate
If you would be so kind as to leave this city, we should be very grateful.

Paul
Yes, we shall be leaving shortly.

(Exit Magistrates)
Jailer
Where will you go now?

Paul
First to Lydia’s house to encourage the Christians there.

Silas
And then south to Thessalonica.

Paul
Farewell, brother Epaphroditus.  Be a good soldier of Jesus Christ and may the Lord have you in his keeping.  We shall see you again one day if God wills.

Jailer
Farewell, brother Paul, brother Silas.  May God go with you.

THE END 
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