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Characters (in order of appearance)

· John

· Mary

· Jane

· Gaye

· Sun

· Wind

· Frost

· Rain

· Farmer

· Baker

Enter John, Mary, Jane and Gaye
 John
This seems a jolly place to eat our lunch.
Mary
I could eat a horse.  (Sits on stool)  I wonder what mother has packed for us.  (Pulls her backsack round from her back and opens it)  Bitter lemon!  Oh dear!  I forgot to bring one of those tin opener things.
John
Just like a girl!
Mary
There’s one left from last time, Mr Clever!  (Throws opener to him)  I’ve got cheese and tomato sandwiches.
Jane
Mine’s egg and cress.  (Bites one)  The bread’s a bit dry.
Gaye
So’s mine.
(John and Mary bite into their sandwiches and nod in agreement)
John
It doesn’t matter much ‘cos we can throw the bread away.
Gaye
You can’t eat egg and cheese and things without bread.
John
Can’t I?  That’s all you know!
(He eats the contents of his sandwich and puts the bread back in the bag in which the sandwiches were packed)
Jane
It’s not a sandwich without bread.
John
Perhaps not, but you needn’t eat it.  The bread only carries what’s inside.
Mary
Who cares about the bread anyway?  There’s plenty of it everywhere.  Everybody wastes it.
Gaye
What shall we do when we’ve finished?
Mary
Let’s go home by the stream, then we can throw the bread into it.
Enter Sun, Wind, Frost, Rain, Farmer and Baker
Sun
Did I hear you say you were going to throw the bread away?
Jane
Yes, you did.
Gaye
It was a bit dry.
Sun
Well, children, it’s time you understood what a dreadful thing you do when you waste one of God’s greatest gifts, and all the labour that goes to make your loaf.  We … (He points to the others in the semi-circle)  … all play our part.
John
I know we shouldn’t have any wheat without you, Sun, but what do the others do?
Rain
Surely you know that nothing would grow without me?
John
Yes, I suppose I do.
Mary
I didn’t know Frost had anything to do with it.
Frost
Lots of people don’t like me, but they don’t understand how I clean the earth and kill the pests in it.
Farmer
Farmers and gardeners appreciate you, Frost.
Wind
And people are ignorant about me, too.  They don’t know that I have a great deal to do with the climate and ours is a good climate for wheat.
Baker
I believe that of all the food plants in the world, wheat is the king.
Sun
Yes, that is true.  And in proportion to the nourishment it gives, it is the cheapest.
John
And when Sun, Wind, Frost and Rain have done their work, what would they do without the farmers?
Farmer
We work very hard, but what should we do without God?
Mary
We live near a farm and I’ve often heard the farmer say that his work would all be wasted without God, who gives the increase.  That’s a grown-up way of saying God sends the harvest, isn’t it?
Farmer
(Smiling)  Yes, it is.  The Bible says, “I have planted … but God gave the increase”.  We have machinery to help us these days but we are still dependent on the weather – on sun, wind, rain and frost – and they are God’s servants doing His work.
Baker
And when the farmer’s work is done and the harvest in, for which we always thank God, we still haven’t got our loaf.  The wheat has to be ground into flour and sent to me and then my work begins.  In modern bakeries it is done by machinery and the bread is not touched by hand.
John
I’ve never really thought about all this work being done to give us bread.  It seems to me that it’s men working with God that makes it all possible.
Mary
I hadn’t thought much about it either – but I shan’t waste any more bread … EVER!
THE END
