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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator 

· Noah

· Woodseller

· Woodseller’s Assistant
· 3 or 4 Children
· Passer-by

· Noah’s Wife
· Shem

· Shem’s Wife
· Ham

· Ham’s Wife

· Japheth

· Japheth’s Wife

· Voice of God
· 1st Man
· 2nd Man
· 3rd Man

· Animals/crowd
· Raven

· Dove
Scene 1
(Stage set with various traders supplying tools, timber, pitch, etc.)
Narrator
There came a time when men began to forget God and thought only about pleasing themselves.  This grieved God very much.  But there was one man who loved Him and tried very hard to serve Him.  His name was Noah.

(Enter Noah, sits down at table pondering over papers, plans for the ark)

Narrator
One day God spoke to Noah.  He told him to make an ark, like a big wooden house that would float.  God told Noah the exact shape and size that it was to be.  This was 150 yards long, 25 yards wide, 15 yards high and made of gopher wood.  It was to be painted inside and out with pitch so that it was completely watertight and did not leak.  It was to have 3 levels or decks, a door in the side and one window round the top of the upper deck just below the roof line.  In short it was to be big, very big and Noah knew that it would take a long time to build and he was already 480 years old.  But God also knew Noah would need time so He had given him plenty of warning, 120 years to be exact, after which He would flood the whole earth, because everyone else was so very wicked.
(Noah rises and slowly makes his way from stall to stall, arriving at the woodseller’s stall just before the end of the narrative)
Noah
I need to buy some gopher wood, please.

Woodseller
Certainly, Sir.  How much would you like?

Noah
I’ll need about 500 feet to start with.

(Woodseller falls off his seat in surprise.  Picking himself up, he grabs the arm of his assistant)

Woodseller
Er!  Yes, Sir!  Er!  500 feet?  (Very enquiring look)  You do mean 500 feet, Sir, not 50 feet?

Noah
No, that’s right.  I’m building an ark, you see.

Woodseller
A what?

Noah
An ark.  It’s a sort of house-boat.

Woodseller
(To assistant in stage whisper)  Did you hear that?  I don’t know who this nut is but I think we have hit the jackpot here!

Assistant
A boat you say?  It must be some boat to need all that wood.

Noah
Oh, that’s just a start.  I’ll probably need at least 10 times more before I’ve finished.

(Woodseller uses abacus and fingers of Assistant to multiply 10 x 500, mouth drops open.  Wide-eyed in amazement he eventually speaks)
Woodseller
5,000 feet?  For a boat?  Why, that’s enough to build an armada, let alone one little boat.  (Falls about laughing)  Ha, ha!  What are you going to call it then?  Noah’s Navy, I suppose.  Ha, ha, ha!

Noah
Who said anything about a little boat?  This is going to be 150 yards long and 25 yards wide with 3 decks.

Woodseller
(After amazed pause)  Just hang on a minute now, you come and sit down here a while.  I think you need a rest, you must have been out in the sun for too long.  This boat of yours, how are you going to get it down to the sea, then?  On the back of an ox-cart, I suppose.  (Very sarcastically)  Or perhaps you’ll just drop it on your wheelbarrow and trundle it down to the coast, eh?  (More hearty laughter)

Assistant
I bet he hadn’t even thought about that.  We’re miles and miles inland here.  (Turns and walks away still chuckling)
Woodseller
These armchair sailors – probably never been further than a boat trip down the river.

Noah
No, no, you don’t understand.  You see, because everybody pleases themselves and has turned away from God’s ways, God is going to punish them by flooding the whole world.  Why don’t you repent and ask God’s forgiveness and you too could be saved.  Perhaps you could come with us into the ark when the flood comes.

Woodseller
(Smacks his forehead in realization)  Uh!  I should have known.  A religious fanatic!  Now look, just cough up your shekels, put your timber on your cart and clear off.  I don’t need you to tell me how to live my life.  You don’t have to do everything God says to be good, you know. (Walks away a few steps in disgust, addressing the audience)  House-boats on dry land, indeed!  (Turns back to Noah)  Hurry up, you’ll have folks thinking I’m as daft as you are.  Go on, clear off!

(Noah loads timber on to barrow and moves away off stage)
Narrator
Noah began work immediately.  As he went about collecting all the things he needed, he preached to all the people that he came into contact with.  Some listened politely, others just laughed in his face, but no-one took any notice or tried to mend their ways.  They were all enjoying life far too much to be bothered with God or His laws, in fact rather like it is today.

**SONG – Those Were the Days (chorus only)
Scene 2

(Noah enters, places boxes/timber against wall and sits at table to study plans.  From time to time during the scene he checks materials against the plans and starts building)
(Enter 3 or 4 children)
Children
Nutty Noah, nutty Noah
Built him a boat, ‘cause he’s scared of a shower
Nutty Noah, nutty Noah
Built him a boat, ‘cause he’s scared of a shower

(They run off laughing and giggling)

Passer-by
(To audience)  The only shower we are likely to see around here is that crackpot Noah and his barmy family and a right shower they are!

(Enter Noah’s Wife)

Noah’s Wife
Come away, Noah.  Don’t let the talk of these follish people bother you.  There is strength beyond measure in our God.  Let us cast our burden on Him and He will hear our prayer.

Narrator
Noah had 3 sons and as they grew to manhood they also helped their father to build the ark.  Their wives and their mother, who like Noah loved and obeyed God, also helped.  So that, when the flood did come the whole family was saved.
The names of Noah’s sons were …. Shem ….
(Enter Shem & his Wife)

Shem
I am here to help with building the ark, my father

Shem’s Wife
And I too, my lord.

Narrator
Ham ….

(Enter Ham & his Wife)

Ham
I too will help with the work of our God, O my father

Ham’s Wife
And I too, my lord.

Narrator
And Japheth ….

(Enter Japheth & his Wife)

Japheth
I also will help in the service of our God, O my father

Japheth’s Wife
And I too, O my lord.

Noah
Thank you my children and may the blessing of our God rest upon us all and prosper the work of our hands in His service.

Whole family
Amen.

(All help build the ark during the song)

**SONG – The Bible tells of Noah

Scene 3
Narrator
Noah was 600 years old when the flood came upon the earth.  God said to Noah ….

Voice of God
Come into the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives with you.  And of every living creature upon the earth you shall bring into the ark two of each kind to keep them alive with you.  They shall be male and female, birds of all kinds, cattle and every creeping thing, two of every animal in creation shall come to you for you to keep them alive.  And of every clean beast you shall take seven of each kind, male and female shall they come to you for you to keep them alive.  And you shall take with you some of every kind of food that is eaten.  Gather it up and it shall be food for you and the creatures with you.
(During the above narration, Noah and one or two members of the family stand near entrance to ark.  Animals enter, pass through ark and out other side unseen so that they can return as something else.  Other members of family bring in food and baggage)
**SONG – Who built the ark?

Voice of God
Come, you and all who are with you, for in 7 days I will cause it to rain upon the earth for 40 days and 40 nights and every living thing I have made I will destroy from off the face of the earth.

Narrator
And Noah did all that the Lord commanded him.  Then when they were all inside, God shut up the door and the waters of the flood came upon the earth.  All the foundations of the deep were broken up and the windows of heaven were opened.  The rain fell upon the earth for 40 days and 40 nights.

(Use a blue cloth, curtain, cardboard to indicate the water rising.  Other members of the cast begin to congregate in small groups, gradually moving closer together as the waters rise.  They get more and more worried and scared)

Narrator
The flood spread and the waters continued to rise upon the earth and the ark floated upon the face of the waters.  People who had scoffed at Noah’s prophetic warnings now ran in fear to the high hills and mountain tops, leaving their homes and possessions and all that they had.  Only now as they huddled in fearful despair did they realize the awful truth that Noah had been predicting for so long.  They cried out to Noah to help them as the ark bobbed about on the ever-rising waters all around them.

(People are now in tight groups on tables, chairs, etc)

1st Man
(On high point 1)  Help us, Noah, please save us.
2nd Man
(From different high point)  Bring the ark over this way, Noah.  We’re sorry for what we said.  We’ll help you look after the animals if you’ll let us into the ark.

3rd Man
(From 3rd point if possible)  Please don’t let us drown, we’re sorry we didn’t listen.  Oh, please don’t leave us here

Narrator
But to help was not in Noah’s power, even if he could have heard their pitiful anguished cries above the howling wind and storm that was raging outside the ark.  For it was God who had brought the rain and God who had shut up the ark and Noah had more than enough to do looking after the animals and carrying out God’s work inside the ark.
Soon even the tops of the mountains were covered and every living thing that moved upon the earth died.  All in whose nostrils was the breath of life was destroyed.  Only Noah and those who were with him remained alive.

Scene 4
Narrator
And God remembered Noah and the creatures with him in the ark and he caused a great wind to pass over the earth and to quiet the waters.  The fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped and the rain from heaven was restrained.  The waters receded for 150 days so that on the 17th day of the 7th month the ark came to rest on the rocky slopes of Mount Ararat.  The waters continued to decrease to reveal the earth clean of the wickedness and sin.
On the 1st day of the 10th month, the peaks of the mountains were first to be seen and 40 days later Noah sent out a raven and it flew to and fro.
(Raven ‘flies’ to and fro during narrative)

Narrator
He also sent out a dove to see if the waters had dried up but the dove found nowhere to rest so she returned to the ark.

(Dove does this during narration)

Narrator
He waited 7 more days and sent the dove out again and this time she returned with an olive leaf in her beak.

(Dove does this)

Narrator
So Noah knew that at last there was dry ground.  After 7 days he sent the dove out again, but this time she did not return.

(Dove acts accordingly)

Narrator
So Noah waited for God’s instructions and they came on the 27th day of the 2nd month.

Voice of God
Take your wife and your sons and their wives, and the birds and the cattle and every living thing that they may breed and raise their young upon the earth.

Narrator
So Noah went out and did as God had commanded him.

(Noah and his family and the animals emerge from the ark)
Scene 5

Narrator
And Noah built an altar to the Lord and offered of every clean beast and every clean fowl.
And the Lord said ….

Voice of God
I will not curse the ground any more nor will I again strike down every living thing as I have done.  As long as the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.

(Children could pass across the stage depicting these things)

Narrator
And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them ….

Voice of God
Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth.
Behold, I make this promise to you and your children and to every living creature with you.   Never again will all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood nor will a flood ever destroy the earth again.

(Children take up positions across the stage holding sections of a rainbow)

Voice of God
This promise is a covenant for all generations to come.
I do set my rainbow in the clouds and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.
Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds I will remember my covenant.
Narrator
And Noah lived 350 years after the flood and all the days of Noah were 950 years and he died.

**SONG – The Wise Man Built his House upon the Rock


THE END
