Noah’s Ark
34
Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator 

· Noah

· Noah’s Wife (non-speaking)
· Ham

· Shem

· Japheth

· 1st Wife
· 2nd Wife

· 3rd Wife

· 1st Youth

· 2nd Youth

· Other onlookers 

Introduction

Narrator
(Gen 6: 11-14 NIV)  Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight ….  So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them.  I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth.  So make yourself an ark of cypress wood”.
Scene 1
(A woodland scene.  Noah is setting out with his axe to chop the wood needed for the ark.  As he goes he muses aloud of what God has told him)
Noah
(thinking aloud)  The earth is filled with violence – evil everywhere – certainly crime is increasing rapidly.  I’ve never known so much wickedness and greed.  Nobody seems interested in what God says. Yet I wish I could convince them, that God really will destroy them unless they change their ways.
(sound of chopping wood)  There is so much selfishness, everyone is so busy with their own affairs so they haven’t time for God.  Yet one day when it is too late, they will wish they had made time.
(despairingly)  Oh, how can I convince them before the flood comes that their only safety lies in the ark.  I can only try and impress it upon them.  Perhaps when they see us building the ark they will change their minds.
Now to gather this wood together, then we can all bring it back and begin to assemble the boat.  Once that’s finished we can start to collect all the food for ourselves and all the animals.  Quite a task!
Now, I left the plans with Shem.  I’ll go and see what he has arranged.  I can’t do any more here without help.

(Noah piles up the wood and leaves it.  Exit Noah)
Scene 2

(Shem, Ham and Japheth are seen with the plans of the ark)

Shem
Look – this is how we are to build the ark – see, here on this plan.

(The three gather round the plan)

Japheth
So it will be 300 cubits long and 50 cubits wide – what a size!  I can hardly believe it will be so big.

Ham
Well, look, that’s not all.  It will be 30 cubits high with three decks – imagine it!  Surely that will be enough for all our people.

Shem
And it will also have rooms.  Look!  (points)  These will be for stores and some of these near this window will be for animals.  Here’s the entrance on this side.

Japheth
What are these instructions here?  What does it say – paint it with something ….?

Shem
Yes, it says, “Cover it with pitch”.  That will make it waterproof inside and out.

Ham
It’s very thorough isn’t it?  Everything has been thought of, so the sooner we start the better.  Why, look who’s coming.

(3 wives enter bringing refreshments)

Japheth
Our wives with some refreshment – and we’ve hardly even started yet!
(To wives)  What have you brought for us?

1st Wife
We’ve brought some wine and a few small breadcakes and grapes.

2nd Wife
How is it going?  Are those the plans? (moves to look)

3rd Wife
(looking over their shoulders)  Why, isn’t it huge!  What are all those rooms for?

Shem
These here (points) are for storing our food, these are for the animals’ provisions and these up here will be for us.

1st Wife
Well, here’s your snack.  We’ll leave it with you and let you continue with the building.

(Exit 3 wives.  The 3 sons start moving planks around, etc)

Ham
Have you seen those young fellows over there? (points) I’m sure they’re watching us.

Shem
Well, there’s no reason why they shouldn’t, is there?  I suppose they’re wondering why we are making such a large ship when we are nowhere near the sea.

Japheth
Yes, I see what you mean about those youths – I hope they don’t start any trouble.  I think they belong to that group who are always fighting - I’m sure I’ve seen them before. 

Shem
Well, ignore them for now.  We haven’t time to bother about them.  We have a tremendous lot to do, you know.

Ham
I suppose you are right, but I’m not happy about them.

(They continue sawing and hammering as the curtain closes/lights dim, etc)

Scene 3
(The ark is now ready and provisions are being brought on board.  The family are seen carrying sacks of food into the ark)
Shem
That’s right – our stores in there and the provisions for the animals in there.

(A group of youths are standing nearby watching this activity with a scornful attitude and jeering at those near the ark)

1st Youth
You’re wasting your time with all that stuff.  That ship will never sail!  How will you get it to the sea anyway?
2nd Youth
I’ve never seen anything so stupid.  Fancy building that great ship here!  What is Noah thinking about?  He must be mad!

(The family continues to carry in supplies while the youths laugh and jeer at them and eventually others join the group, some just curious and others openly scornful)

Noah
You may laugh now, but when the flood comes you will wish you had listened to us.

1st Youth
What are you talking about?  A flood!  We’ll be alright, we’ve never been flooded yet!

(Murmur of approval from the onlookers)

Noah
Only those inside the ark will be saved.  Why don’t you change your minds and come into the ark?

2nd Youth
You won’t catch us going into that great hulk!  Where are you going anyway?  You don’t know!  (jeering)  Whoever heard such madness!

Noah
Well, it’s up to you.  I’ve warned you what will happen.

(Noah enters the ark)

Scene 4
Narrator
(Gen 7: 1-5 NIV)  Then God said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I have found you righteous in this generation.
Take with you 7 of every kind of clean animal, a male and its mate, and 2 of every kind of unclean animal, a male and its mate, and also 7 of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their various kinds alive throughout the earth.  Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for 40 days and 40 nights and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have made”.  And Noah did all that the Lord commanded him.

(Noah and his 3 sons are seen shepherding the animals into the ark)

Narrator
(Gen 7: 6 NIV)  The animals going in were male and female of every living thing, as God commanded Noah.  Then the Lord shut him in.

Scene 5
(In the ark)

Narrator
(Gen 7: 10 NIV)  And after seven days the floodwaters came on the earth.

(Sound effects of water and banging)

Ham
Listen!  What’s that noise?  Can you hear it?

(Cries of help are heard and the sound of pounding on the ark)

Japheth
Yes, it sounds like people pounding on the door.

Shem
I suppose that now it’s too late, they want to come in.

Noah
Well, we can’t let them in now, for as you know, God has shut us in.
Japheth
Here in the ark we are certainly well blessed by God.

Shem
Yes, out of all those thousands perishing outside, just 8 of us here alive to tell the tale.

Noah
God has indeed kept his promise to us, as of course he always does.

Narrator
(Gen 7: 17 & 23 NIV)  For 40 days the flood kept coming on the earth.  And as the waters increased they lifted the ark high above the earth.  Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out.  Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark.

Scene 6
(In the ark)

Shem
I’ve been keeping a record of how long we’ve been here – can you guess how long?

Japheth
It seems ages, doesn’t it?  How long is it?

Shem
Well, so far I make it 150 days and there is still no sign of the water going down.

Noah
Leave your counting for now and come and prepare the food for the animals.

Ham
The animals have taken to their new life very well really, haven’t they?

Noah
There’s no doubt that the ark was designed to float and remain fairly calm despite the storm that has raged outside.
Narrator
The waters gradually decreased and in the 10th month the tops of the mountains appeared.

Japheth
Do you think the water has started going down at all as we are not moving much now.

Noah
(Looking out of window)  Yes, you’re right.  In fact I’m sure I can see the tips of the mountains and we seem to be going towards them.

(Noah mimes as necessary during following section, or children could play the parts of the raven and the dove)

Narrator
The ark came to rest on Mount Ararat.  Noah opened the window and sent out a raven which kept flying around until the waters dried up.

Noah
I’m going to send out this dove and see how she fares.

Shem
(Watching dove)  She is just flying around.  There can’t be anywhere for her to settle yet.  Ah, she’s coming back in again.

Noah
You’re right.  There are obviously no trees clear enough for her yet.  We will try again in a few days.

Narrator
After another 7 days Noah sent out the dove and this time she returned in the evening with an olive leaf.  After another week, Noah sent her out again, this time to return no more.

Scene 7
(On Ararat)

Shem
It’s over a year now since we entered the ark.  What a lot has happened in that time.

Noah
Yes, and the ground seems to be dry so it shouldn’t be long before God tells us to leave.

Narrator
And sure enough, God told Noah, “Go forth from the ark, for the ground has dried”.  So Noah and his family and all the animals left the ark.

Noah
How clean and fresh everything is – like a new beginning.  Let us thank God for saving us from the flood.

Narrator
(Gen 9: 12-15 NIV)  And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am  making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come.
I have set my rainbow in the clouds and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds I will remember my covenant.
Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life”.

THE END

