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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator

· King Artaxerxes

· Queen

· Nehemiah

· Governor of Trans-Euphrates

· 2 Officers

· Sanballat

· Tobiah

· Gesham
Scene 1

Narrator
Almost a century after the first few exiles returned to the area around Jerusalem, the city itself still lies in ruins.  Up on the hill of Zion the Temple stands out, rebuilt and glorious, but the rest of the city is desolate.  The people are afraid and discouraged.  They look around them and are depressed by what they see.  Their city walls are broken down and all around is rubble.
750 miles away (as the crow flies) lies quite a different city – Shushan.  Here is the winter palace of great King Artaxerxes.
We join the King and Queen as they are about to have their midday meal.

King
Nehemiah!  Nehemiah! Bring me my wine and make sure it’s a good one!

Nehemiah
(Sadly)  I have a new wine for you to try today from the island of Cyprus.  I hope you will find it to your satisfaction, O King.  (Sigh)
King
(Tasting wine)  Yes, this is very good indeed.  (Passes it to Queen)  Try some, my dear.

Queen
This is lovely.  You must take a bottle home for yourself, Nehemiah.

Nehemiah
(Still sadly)  Thank you, your Majesties.  May you live forever.

King
Is there something wrong, Nehemiah?  You are looking very sad, I have never seen you like this before.  I know that you are not ill.  This can only mean that you are sad in your heart.  What is it that is troubling you?

Nehemiah
May the King live forever!  Please forgive my sadness but how can I be happy when the city of my forefathers lies in ruins and its gates have been destroyed by fire?

King
What would make you feel happy?  Maybe I can help.

Nehemiah
(Bows his head and says a quick prayer to God, then pulls himself upright)  If it pleases the King and if your servant has found favour in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my forefathers are buried so that I can rebuild it.

Queen
(To King)  Can we spare him?  He may be gone some time.

King
I think so.

Queen
Well then, let’s send him.  It will be good to reward him for being such a faithful cup-bearer to you these past years.

King
Very well, that’s settled then!  (To Nehemiah)  You will go as soon as we can make the necessary travel arrangements.

Nehemiah
If it pleases the King, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that they will provide me with safe conduct until I arrive in Judah?  Also a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the King’s forest to provide me with the timber that I will need?

King
It does indeed please me.  I will see to it immediately.

Scene 2

Narrator
Nehemiah sets out on his journey accompanied by Army officers.  He is in good spirits, knowing that the Lord God is with him in his mission.

1st Officer
Well, that’s about 500 miles done – only another 500 to go!  At least we’ve had a peaceful journey so far.

2nd Officer
Mad if you ask me!  Who in his right mind would travel all this way just to look at some crumbling city on the other side of the world?

1st Officer
I don’t know either, but if the King says that Nehemiah is to go to Jerusalem and we must go with him, who are we to argue.  Must be something important.  Hey, look ahead – we’ve got company!

Governor
We are the governors of Trans-Euphrates.  Where are you from and what is your mission here?

Nehemiah
We are servants of the great King Artaxerxes and we are travelling to Jerusalem in Judea.  We have papers from the King himself to grant us safe passage.  (Passes the scroll to the governor)
Governor
(Reads scroll)  Very well – go in peace and may your mission be a successful one!

Narrator
With God’s guidance the long journey at last came to an end and Nehemiah and the officers arrived safely in Jerusalem and rested for a few days.  However, rumours about Nehemiah’s visit had already begun.

Sanballat
I don’t know what’s going on but it must be something big for this Nehemiah to have come all this way under the King of Persia’s authority.

Tobiah
Well, anyone who’s come to promote the welfare of the Jews is surely nothing but an enemy and needs investigating.

Gesham
Yes, you’re right there!  I don’t think he’s come to look up old friends.  We must keep a careful watch on him!

Sanballat
Certainly!  If there’s any funny business I’ll make sure the King knows all about it!  I have my contacts. 

Scene 3

Narrator
After 3 days rest, Nehemiah decided it was time for action once again.  Now was the time for his officers to know why they had really come all this way to this ruined city.

Nehemiah
(Shaking his sleeping men)  Wake up!  Wake up!  Quickly – come with me!

1st Officer
Hey!  What?  What’s happening?  It’s the middle of the night!

2nd Officer
(Yawning)  Surely we’re not leaving to go home again already!

Nehemiah
No, no, come quickly and quietly.  I want to go out and inspect the city walls!

1st Officer
Well, I’ve heard of midnight walks but this takes some beating!
2nd Officer
Well, count me in, now I’m awake!  I’m glad there is a real reason for coming all these hundreds of miles after all.

Nehemiah
Now is a good time to go.  There is moonlight to see by but, more importantly, we won’t be disturbed by our nosy neighbours!

Narrator
So Nehemiah, taking his men with him, began an inspection tour of the ruined city of Jerusalem.

Nehemiah
We’ll start by going through the Valley Gate and then towards the Jackal Well and around that way.

1st Officer
I’ll go in front and tell you if I think it’s safe or not.

2nd Officer
It’s very bad here, the rubble is too great to pass.  What a ruin!  How sad that such a beautiful city could get into such a mess.

Nehemiah
I believe that one day it will be great again and that this Fountain Gate will be like it was.  And over there the King’s Pool will once more be filled with water.  Come on, there is much more to see!

Narrator
After Nehemiah and his men had been completely around the city, they returned once more to their lodgings through the Valley Gate.  Nehemiah now knew what his next move had to be and the following day he called a meeting with the priests, nobles and officials of the city.
Nehemiah
(To everybody)  Priests, nobles, citizens!  You see around you the trouble that we are in.  Jerusalem lies in ruins.  Its gates have been burnt with fire!  Come, let us rebuild the ruined walls of Jerusalem and we will no longer be in disgrace!
The great King Artaxerxes himself is pleased for me to be here for this purpose and has even agreed to the supply of timber from the royal forest for the new gates.  What is more, the Lord God of heaven and earth has answered my prayers and will see that no man can thwart our plans.  We cannot be defeated, for God is with us.  He will give us all the help we need – no longer will Jerusalem be a city scorned by others!
(People start cheering, clapping, saying yeah, raising arms, etc)
Sanballat
(To Nehemiah)  What rubbish you are talking!

Tobiah
I am sure this is really a plot against the King.

Gesham
Look around us.  It will take years to do what he is saying.  The people will lose interest long before the job is finished.
Sanballat
Especially when they realise they’ll be expected to work for free!

Tobiah
(Laughing meanly)  That’s right – we don’t need to worry!  The people themselves will sort this Nehemiah out.  He’ll have a riot on his hands!

Gesham
Then we’ll see how much the King really cares for him and his precious city!

Nehemiah
You are wrong!  The God of heaven WILL give us success.  We his servants WILL start rebuilding for we are all ‘men of action’.  But as for you, you will have no share in Jerusalem or any claim or historic right to it!  Ever!

(Others cheer)

Narrator
And so we leave Nehemiah to the hard task ahead of him, knowing that with God’s help he truly was a man of prayer, and a …

MAN OF ACTION!

THE END
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