Nebuchadnezzar’s Nightmare
89
Characters (in order of appearance)

· Arioch
· King
· Magicians 1-4
· Daniel
The Palace in Babylon

Bed on stage left.  King sat on bed yawning, Arioch stood by him.  Enter Magicians from right and bow before king.
Magician 1
I’ve brought you your pillows, great King Nebuchadnezzar.  Goodnight.

Magician 2
Here is your cocoa, Your Majesty.  Sleep well.

Magician 3
I’ve brought a hot-water bottle, Your Highness.  It’s a bit chilly this evening.  Goodnight

Magician 4
Here is your story-book, wonderful king.  Goodnight.

Magicians bow and leave to left, walking behind bed.

Arioch
Goodnight king, sweet dreams.

King
Goodnight Arioch.

Arioch leaves left, lights dim.  King begins to snore.  Five parts of image walk on from left and stand still.  King twists and turns on bed.  Stone enters from left and knocks image pieces over.  Image and stone exit left, King wakes up screaming.  Arioch runs on from left.
King
Oh help, help!  I’ve had a terrible dream.
Arioch
Whatever was it?

King
I don’t remember but I feel frightened.  I must find out what it was.  Send for the magicians.

Arioch
At this time of night!?

King
Yes, I must know.

Arioch leaves left and is heard shouting …

Arioch
Send for the magicians.  Send for the magicians.
Arioch and Magicians enter left, rubbing eyes and yawning.  All bow to king.
King
I’ve just had a terrible dream.  I want you to tell me what it meant.

Magician 1
Tell us the dream and we will tell you what it means.

King
I’ve forgotten the dream. YOU must tell ME what it was.

Magician 2
No magician can do that.  You must tell us the dream.

King
(Firmly)  No!  You (pointing) MUST tell me the dream.

Magician 3
(Laughing)  Only the gods of Babylon could do that.

King
(Angry)  If you cannot tell me the dream, I will have you cut to pieces.

Magicians run off right, King stomps off left.  Daniel walks on right, looking surprised.  Arioch stands shaking his head.

Daniel
Where are all the magicians going?

Arioch
The king has said he will cut them to bits because they cannot tell him his dream.  And he will kill you too, Daniel.

Daniel
I must go and tell my friends so that we can ask the God of heaven to help us all.

Daniel and Arioch exit right.  Bed off, throne on.

A few days later

King sat on throne looking sad.  Daniel and Arioch enter right and bow.

Arioch
My king, I have found a man who can tell you your dream and its meaning.

King
(Looking happier)  Can you really tell me my dream?

Daniel
No-one can explain your dream except the God in heaven.  (Pause)  You saw a large statue with a head made of gold.  (Image parts enter left and stand in a line)  Its chest and arms were of silver, its stomach and hips of bronze, its legs of iron and its feet of iron and clay.  A rock hit the statue and smashed it to pieces and the wind swept them away.  (Image leaves left)  Then the rock grew and filled the whole earth.  (Rock grows)
King
(Excitedly)  Yes, that was it, I remember now!

Daniel
Your kingdom is the head of gold.  God has given you power and glory.  After you will be 4 more kingdoms, all weaker than yours.  Then the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will fill the whole earth and never be destroyed.

King
(Sincerely)  Your God truly is the God of gods and Lord of kings.

All
Praise be to the God of heaven.

THE END

