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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator A
· Narrator B

· Naaman’s Wife

· Maid

· Syrian King

· Naaman

· Jehoram

· Courtier 1

· Courtier 2

· Gehazi

· Servant 1
· Servant 2

· Voice of Elisha
Scene 1 - Introduction
(Narrator A on platform, Narrator B below)
Narrator A
During the reign of Jehoram, King of Israel there was an uneasy peace between Israel and their northern neighbours Syria.

(Narrator A steps down beside Narrator B)

Narrator A
Did you hear there was another raid on the border?
Narrator B
Oh, when was that?
A
Some time yesterday, I believe.  A Syrian band made a surprise raid and carried away a number of youths and children.

B
The northern border has never been safe since the days of King Solomon.

A
It is just as God has spoken through the prophets - if we are not faithful to Him he will bring the neighbouring nations to punish us.

B
Yes, for that reason God gave a great victory to Syria when our King Ahab was killed.
A
It is difficult for a people to be true to God when their own kings reject the LORD JEHOVAH.

B
Yes, I am afraid there are many unfaithful these days.  The worship of Baal and Ashtaroth is not uncommon around here.

A
It is indeed difficult to keep faith even in one’s own family sometimes.

B
Who were the victims of the raid?  Do we know any of them?
A
I know one family.  Sarah and Issachar lost their little daughter.  She was out playing in the fields with some others.  Only a little maid about 12 years old.

B
Sarah and Issachar will be grief stricken.
A
Indeed they are.  But if I know anything you can be sure the lass will have been well taught.  I am sure she will not let go of her faith in Jehovah, even in a foreign land.

B
That will be a great comfort to her parents.

A
Yes, indeed.

(A exits left, B steps up to platform)
Narrator B
(Reads)  2 Kings 5 verses 1 & 2 - from ‘Now Naaman …’ to ‘… she waited on Naaman’s wife’.

Scene 2 – Naaman’s House
(Naaman’s Wife sighs deeply as Maid enters bearing food)
Maid
My Lady, forgive me.  It is not good to be so sad.

Wife
My Lord Naaman suffers so.  I know the King thinks the world of him, but with leprosy it will not be long before the King has to remove him.

Maid
I pray you, my Lady, do not be so sorrowful.

Wife
How can I not.  It is hopeless.  The King has put all the wise men of Syria and his physicians at our disposal.  All have been consulted to no avail.  We have paid much in jewels and gold to these, these charlatans, but leprosy is incurable.

Maid
My Lady, there is a prophet of my God in Samaria.  Would God my Lord Naaman could see him.  He would cure him of his leprosy.

Wife
What!  How can you be so sure?  Has this prophet cured leprosy before?
Maid
I do not know, my Lady.  But I do know that he is God’s prophet, and God is merciful and all powerful.

Wife
Oh that it might be so.

Maid
I am sure of it, my Lady.

Wife
Come.  We must see my Lord Naaman at once.
(Both exit)
Scene 3 – Court of the Syrian King

Narrator A
(Reads)  2 Kings 5 verse 4 from 'And one went …’ to ‘… land of Israel'.

(Syrian King on throne.  Naaman seated near.  Courtiers around)
King
By the life of my gods, Naaman, you do not look yourself this morning.

Naaman
In truth, Sire, I do not improve in health at all.  But I am a little troubled today.

King
Tell me what troubles you.

Naaman
As you know, my Lord, my wife has a servant of the children of Israel captured in a raid recently.  This child states that there is a prophet in Samaria who can actually cure leprosy.

King
Can this really be so?  (Rather angrily)  Can the King of Israel have power that I have not?
Naaman
My Lord, perhaps there is some trick.  But in all humility Sire, I would ask leave to go to Samaria.

King
By all means go if that is your wish.  Take presents with you and I will send with you a letter to the King of Israel.  And by the gods of Syria I wish you luck.
Scene 4 – Court of Israel’s King, Jehoram

Narrator B
 (Reads)  2 Kings 5, half verse 5 and verse 6 from ‘… and he departed …’ to ‘… of his leprosy’.

(Enter Jehoram and several Courtiers)
Courtier 1
My Lord, a message has just been received and a delegation from the King of Syria.

Jehoram
Who has the King of Syria sent?  And for what purpose?

Courtier 1
His chief general, Naaman the Syrian.

Jehoram
What?  Give me the letter.

(Courtier passes the scroll which the King reads)

Jehoram
(Gasps and jumps up, throws up his arms and shouts)  Am I a god to kill and make alive?  That this man asks me to cure a man of leprosy.

Courtiers
(All together in a shocked voice)  My Lord.

Jehoram
What think you?  Consider this.  Does this man seek a quarrel with me?  He is not satisfied with peace between us, though it be an uneasy peace with continual border raids, but he sends spies with foolish demands.
Courtier 1
So it would seem, my Lord.

Jehoram
(Pacing up and down)  We are in a tight corner … it looks like war.
(Courtier 2 goes out and enters again quickly)
Courtier 2
My Lord, another message.

Jehoram
What does he now say?
Courtier 2
Not Naaman this time, Sire.  It is from Elisha, the prophet, by his servant Gehazi.

Jehoram
(In ‘fed up’ voice)  Send him in.

(Enter Gehazi)
Gehazi
(Grandly)  My Lord Elisha to his Majesty, “Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes.  Let Naaman come now to me and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel”.  (Bows and goes out)
Jehoram
Well.  What is going on?  (Pauses)  Send that Syrian to Elisha and be rid of him.  If anything comes of it, well and good.  If not, well I suppose it’s war again.

(Courtiers go out.  Sound of horses retreating)
Scene 5 – Open place before the house of Elisha

Narrator A
(Reads)  2 Kings 5 verse 9 from ‘So Naaman came …’ to ‘… house of Israel'.

(Sound of horses arriving.  Naaman and retinue enter right, Gehazi appears left)

Gehazi
I am Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, the prophet of the God of Israel.  Elisha saith to thee, “Go and wash in Jordan seven times and thy flesh shall come again to thee and thou shalt be clean”.
(Gehazi exits.  Naaman and retinue stand amazed)
Naaman
(Angrily)  Who is this Elisha that he does not know the respect due to my rank?  I thought he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God and strike his hand over the place and cure the leprosy.

Servant 1
Surely, my Lord Naaman.

Naaman
Are not Abana and Pharpar, those grand rivers of Damascus better than all the waters of Israel?

Servant 1
This Jordan is indeed a muddy little stream.
Naaman
(Loftily)  I will return to Damascus.

Servant 2
(Stepping forward)  My father, if the prophet had bid you do some great thing, would you not have done it?
Naaman
Of course.

Servant 2
How much rather then when he says to you, wash and be clean?
Naaman
(Nodding thoughtfully)  Yes, yes.  I suppose so.  Well, let us go to Jordan.

(All exit, sound of horses retreating)
Narrator B
(Reads)  2 Kings 5 verse 14 & part 15 from ‘Then he went down …’ to ‘ … all his company’. 
(Sound of horses returning.  Naaman and retinue rush in)
Naaman
(Calling)  My lord Elisha.  My lord Elisha.  Now I know that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel.  Now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing from your servant.

Voice of Elisha
As the Lord liveth, before whom I stand, I will take none.

Naaman
Take I pray thee …. (Waves hand towards servants carrying gifts)
Voice of Elisha
Go in peace.

(Exit Naaman etc.  Gehazi appears, moves well to right, away from house)
Gehazi
My master has refused any reward.  All that treasure to go back with Naaman … As the Lord liveth, I will run after him and take something of him.

(Exit front.  Enter Naaman, right.  Gehazi appears as Naaman crosses stage.  Naaman turns to meet Gehazi)
Naaman
Is all well?
Gehazi
All is well, my lord.  My master has sent me.  Behold he has two men of the sons of the prophets just arrived.  He would ask of thee a talent of silver and two changes of clothes.

Naaman
By all means.  I am glad to do so.  Take two talents.
(Waves hand to servants who hand over chest and sacks.  Exit front with servants)
Gehazi
I will hide these till it is safe to use them.
(Exit to right.  After a pause enters from right)
Voice of Elisha
Where have you been, Gehazi?

Gehazi
I’ve been nowhere, my lord.

Voice of Elisha
Did not my heart go with you when Naaman turned to speak to you?

(Gehazi covers his face and falls to his knees)

Voice of Elisha
Is it a time to receive goods and presents?  Therefore the leprosy of Naaman will come upon you and you will be a leper all your days.

(Gehazi throws his cloak over his head and staggers out)

THE END
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