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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator

· Pharaoh
· Sethos

· Courtier

· Princess

· Maidens

· Amram

· Jochebed

· Children

· Miriam

· Taskmaster
· Moses

· 1st Hebrew
· 2nd Hebrew
Narrator stands throughout the play at the left side of the stage.  All stage directions given as from audience point of view.

Scene 1:   In Pharaoh's Court
Pharaoh seated left.  Sethos and other courtier stand by.  The Princess and her maidens seated on rugs right.

Narrator
The book of Genesis ends with the story of Joseph who became a great man in Egypt.  His father Jacob, now called Israel, with all his children, came and dwelt with Joseph in Goshen, a fertile part of Egypt, for they had many flocks and herds.
In process of time they multiplied and increased greatly and became a very numerous people.  They were called Hebrews or the children of Israel and the land was filled with them.
We will now tell you the story of what happened to these people when “there arose a new king over Egypt who knew not Joseph”.
Pharaoh has a problem which he is discussing with Sethos, his chief minister.

Pharaoh
There is a people in the southeast of this great land of Egypt who are alien to us.  They are getting very numerous – too many for our comfort!  I fear they will become greater and more mighty than we are.

Sethos
Yes, Sire.  They are indeed increasing rapidly.  I have heard that their God has promised to make them a great nation – more than the sand of the sea, it is said.

Pharaoh
(Angrily)  Indeed!  Is their god greater than the mighty gods of Egypt?

Sethos
(And all courtiers, bowing)  No, Sire.  Of course not!  We don’t believe Hebrew fables.  No, no, of course not.

Pharaoh
And am not I a god?

Sethos
(And other courtiers)  Yes, indeed, Sire.  You are great in Egypt and father of us all.

Pharaoh
Humph!  Well, about these Israelites.  If we were attacked it’s possible they could join our enemies.

Sethos
They came from Syria.  If the Syrians attacked us, no doubt it could be so, my lord.

Pharaoh
Well, we’ll see about that.  Have you any suggestions?

Sethos
We must enslave them, my lord.  They are a strong and healthy people … (pauses to think) … forced labour may weaken and discourage them.
Pharaoh
We will set taskmasters over them.  See to it, Sethos.  See that they are severely dealt with.  I have many building projects in mind.  We could keep them under the whip for many years.
Sethos
I will see to it, my lord.

(Sethos exits right.  Light fades over stage.  Spotlight on Narrator)

Narrator
Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens.  And they built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Rameses.  But the more they afflicted them the more they multiplied and grew.  And the Egyptians were grieved because of the children of Israel.

(Enter Sethos.  Lights up on stage)

Pharaoh
Well, Sethos?

Sethos
My lord, my report from Goshen suggests that even after so long a time the Hebrews are more numerous than ever.

Pharaoh
(Angrily striking fist to hand)  Something must be done before they destroy Egypt.  (Pauses, thinks)  See to it that all the boy babies are killed as soon as they are born.
Sethos
Yes, my lord.

(Sethos exits.  Princess jumps up and faces Pharaoh)

Princess
Father, this is awful.  Must that really be done?

Pharaoh
Now, now, Hetsuchi, do not bother your head about this.  Affairs of state are not your concern.

Princess
(Turns to front stage and talks to herself)  Babies, born to die!  Mothers full of grief!  Too many babies and I have none – my arms are empty!
(Covers her face, sobbing and sinks down among her maidens.  Lights down.  All quietly exit during narration)

Narrator
But the midwives feared God and saved the children alive.  Then Pharaoh charged all his people saying …
(Holds up poster)
Every son that is born to the Hebrews ye shall cast into the river.
By order – Pharaoh

Scene 2
(House of Amram and Jochebed.  Aaron plays on floor, Miriam near him looking anxious.  Jochebed pacing up and down with baby in her arms.  Amram seated)

Narrator
And there went a man of the house of Levi and took to wife a daughter of Levi.  And the woman conceived and bare a son and when she saw that he was a goodly child, she hid him three months.

Amram
Jochebed, Jochebed, sit down a little.  You will wear yourself out.

Jochebed
How can I sit?  How can you be so calm when this baby’s life hangs by a thread?
Amram
Now, now.  Try to be calm.  We believe God sees all that we do.  Whatever happens, He cares for us.

Jochebed
Yes, I know.  But it is so hard to believe.  Our baby is three months old.  He is getting livelier and noisier every day.  I am afraid even little Aaron might give us away with childish chatter to the neighbours.

Amram
Jochebed, you must have faith.  The baby will live, if God wills.

Jochebed
I am still terrified of the Egyptians.  Every approaching footstep, every knock at the door and my heart stands still.
Amram
I know, wife.  But don’t forget the Egyptians are afraid of us.  God promised our father Abraham to make of us a great people.  He has fulfilled His promise, that is why Pharaoh fears us.

Jochebed
You’re right, husband.  (Sits)  Our present suffering must have a reason.  Pharaoh can do nothing against the God of the Hebrews.  I will try to be calm.  We must think of something. 
Amram
(Pondering and speaking as he thinks)  So many babies have been cast into the river … what if we put ours in.  Yes, that could be the answer.

Jochebed
(Jumping up, horrified)  Amram, what are you saying?

Amram
(Speaking slowly)  We will make a cradle of reeds … we will make it waterproof … like a boat, with pitch inside and out … a little ark of safety for our baby.  We will set it among the reeds of the river.  That will be our part.  Then we will commit him into the hands of God.
Jochebed
If only it would work!

Amram
Have faith, Jochebed.  Have faith.

(All exit right.  Stage darkened, lights on narrator only)

Narrator
By faith Moses when he was born was hid three months of his parents because they saw he was a proper child and they were not afraid of the king’s commandment.

(Lights on stage remain dim.  Amram, Jochebed and children enter.  Amram carries ark, children some clothes, Jochebed carries baby.  Jochebed lays the baby in the ark, the children lay covers and tuck him in.  They sit back and smile at the baby.  Then they slowly rise and Amram, putting finger to lips for silence, carries the ark out, followed by the others, right)
Scene 3
(Riverside.  Lights remain dim.  The little family enter)

Amram
The river is smooth today, not angry as it sometimes is.  Perhaps God is preparing a haven for this little one.  Ah, see here a little pool among the reeds.  The cradle cannot float away into the main stream.

Jochebed
(Sighing)  What a wonderful place.  And plenty of cover for Miriam.  Miriam, see here, a little place for you.  Sit quietly and watch.

Amram
Then come and tell us what you see.  I know it will be alright.  God will hear our prayers.
(Miriam crouches near cradle.  Others exit right.  Cradle and reeds at right of stage.  Stage lights gradually brighten during following narration)

Narrator
So the child was laid in the flags by the river’s edge.  And his sister stood afar off to see what would be done to him.  And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river.

(Enter Princess left with attendants)

Princess
See how gloriously the sun rises.  And how beautiful the river is.  (Sadly)  But what tragedies it holds.  Let us walk a little.  (Pauses)  See there among the reeds!  What is that?  Go, bring it here.

(Maid goes to fetch the ark.  Baby cries.  Princess lifts baby)

Princess
Surely this is one of the Hebrew children.

(Miriam jumps up and runs to Princess)

Miriam
Shall I fetch you a nurse, Princess?

Princess
Yes, indeed and make haste.

(Miriam runs out.  Jochebed enters)

Princess
Take this child and nurse it for me and I will give you wages.  I shall call him Moses, because I drew him out of the water.  Care for him well and in due time bring him to me.
(Exit Princess and maidens left, Jochebed right)

Narrator
So Jochebed took her son and nursed him.  And the child grew and she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter.  He became her son and was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.
However, in later years he refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing to suffer affliction with the people of God.
It came to pass that when he was forty years old, Moses went out to visit his brethren the Hebrews who were still suffering under Egyptian bondage.
Scene 4:  The land of Goshen
(Taskmaster with raised whip.  Hebrew cowering)

Taskmaster
Get going, you lazy hound.  Take that!  And that!  Let that teach you not to be idle … Hebrew scum!
(Enter Moses left)

Moses
(Grabbing Taskmaster’s arm)  These Hebrews are my brothers.  Keep your hands off him.  (Hebrew runs away)  Take that!

(Strikes Taskmaster who falls to the floor)

Narrator
And Moses looked this way and that and when he saw there was no man, he slew the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.

(Moses suits action to these words then exits left)

Narrator
When he went out the second day, behold two men of the Hebrews strove together.

(First Hebrew and another enter, one from each side.  They meet and wrestle together.  Enter Moses)

Moses
Hold it, there!  Why do you smite your brother?  Let there be peace between you.  
1st Hebrew
(Insolently)  Who made you a prince and judge over us?  Do you intend to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?
(Both Hebrews back away and disappear, right)

Moses
Surely this thing is known.  I had supposed they would have known that God would deliver them by my hand.  Now I must flee from Egypt for Pharaoh will surely seek my life for this thing.

(Runs out left)

Narrator
(Walks to centre stage and waits for whole cast to assemble quietly behind him)
So Moses fled to Midian and for forty more weary years the Israelites suffered terrible hardships under Egyptian taskmasters.
Moses had much to learn of meekness and humility until in God’s good time He would send Moses to save His people.
So Moses at eighty years old became one of the world’s greatest leaders.

Whole cast
But that is another story!
THE END
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