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Introduction
Peter
Julius!  I have just been telling your children about my days as a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee.  (Pause)   You seem perplexed and      pre-occupied, Julius, is anything wrong?

Julius
Peter, I am hopeless and ashamed.  Sometimes I feel it were better if I had not heard of this Jesus of whom you preach.

Peter
Julius!

Julius
Oh, I am dissatisfied enough with the gods of Rome - all that I once saw as accepted worship, I now see as an excuse for vice and cruelty.  And yet, you will never know how much I have fought against the teaching of this Jesus whom you would preach - yet I see what these things mean to you - how it has affected your life.  These things cause me much uneasiness.

Peter
Have I then taught men to be afraid of Christ and his teaching?
Julius
Nay!  We have a greater fear of the gods of Rome.  As you know, we seek 
their aid with all kinds of sacrifices and good or evil is attributed to their favour or disfavour.  With the teaching of Jesus of Nazareth everything is so different.  Love is the crowning feature of this gospel and thereby he seems to fill your life and dominate your thinking.  Because of him many of you suffer hardship, persecution and even death - you accept the risks that daily attend your preaching and yet you seem unmoved.  You seek nothing for yourself, only to glorify this one you call the Son of God.  No, Peter, I seem unfitted for this love you ask me to share.  Two nights ago I was moved in a truly wonderful fashion by the preaching of your friend James.  All the way home both my wife, Julia and myself praised the name of the resurrected Christ of whom he spoke.  In the morning, the vision of his kingdom was still with me and I walked these streets of Jerusalem with peace and thanksgiving in my heart.  Then, by the pool of Siloam, I met some friends who had been with me in the 10th Legion and, as we walked together, so they jeered at the name of Jesus and swore profanely against the temple where the God of the Hebrews is worshipped ….. and Peter ….. I laughed with them!  Yes, I laughed with them and immediately it seemed that the peace I had felt slipped away, leaving me troubled and ashamed.  No, I hardly feel big enough for this Christian faith you ask me to share and that surely must sound terrible to you who is so steadfast and faithful to the teaching of Christ!

Peter
Julius, would it surprise you to learn that I, too, have known that despair that you find in your heart and yet my shame must needs be greater than yours.  (Julius looks at Peter very surprised)   When our Lord was about his ministry in Judea, he called me to follow him.  You have heard how my love and wonder for him grew.  How, by his perfect life, he revealed unto us, his disciples, that he was indeed the Son of God.  In those days it would seem that we would have surrendered our lives to prove our loyalty.  I swore that I would die for him if I must - instead, I denied him just as he said I would do.

Julius
Surely, you Peter, of all people did not fail him?

Peter
When Jesus was brought to the Palace of the High Priest, I was in the courtyard, warming myself by the fire.  Evil was abroad everywhere and people were whispering, staring.  At the other end of the court, by the balcony steps, Jesus was being cursed and tormented by the Temple Guard.  Then it was that a young maid standing close by first whispered to those around the fire, then, turning to me, said in a loud voice, “Surely thou art one of them, for thou art a Galilean and thy speech agreeth thereto?”  I feared exceedingly, and, in a panic, denied with an oath that I knew the man of whom she spake.  Shortly after, that accusation was spoken again by another.  Madness entered into me and I began again to curse and swore saying, “I know not the man Jesus - the Nazarene”.  At each denial the cock crew, just as the Master had declared and remembering his words, I fled into the darkness, filled with misery and shame.

Julius
But that could not have been the end?

Peter
No.  After our Lord rose from the tomb, the two Marys came with a special message from an angel that stood by, telling us to go before him into Jerusalem.  So, in due time, we saw the risen Christ who, looking upon me, made no reproach concerning my denial, but said, “Simon Peter, lovest thou me?”  Thrice was the question asked and each time he declared, “Feed my sheep.”
(Peter pauses for a moment, as if he is reflecting upon the past then, placing his hand on the shoulder of his friend, says)
Julius, you see how I failed him, yet now he lives in my heart more affectionately than before, and to carry out his wish, I try to care for those that follow him, which is why I have sought you out this day.  You too, in his mercy, will know again the compelling love that causes us to walk in his footsteps.

Julius
Your story stirs my heart with hope!  0 that I might overcome this bondage of fear, to serve him as you do now.

Peter
By the grace of God, I feel sure you will, my son.

Julius
You say you sought me out this day to ask a favour.  What is it that I can do for you?

Peter
Paul, the Apostle to you Gentiles, has come from Asia to speak with the Apostles about matters related to the Jewish Law, but they fear for him because he is known to all the Jews in Jerusalem as Saul the Pharisee.  Moreover, Agabus, by the Holy Spirit has prophesied that they will take him and deliver him to the Romans.

Julius
There is little I can do at present, but should there be an uproar among the people, I will see it gets to the ears of the Chief Captain before he comes to harm.

Peter
Good Julius, do that which is right and God will reward you.  He will also reveal His grace and give a peace of mind that is only possible to those that fully understand the call of the gospel.
Scene 1:  In front of the temple

Urijah
Gideon!  Come quickly!  Here comes he who was once Saul the Pharisee but is now called Paul.  A follower of the Galilean prophet crucified by the Roman overlords.

Gideon
If my memory serves me right, was not he the one who had authority from the Priests to imprison those that believed the teaching of the Galilean?

Urijah
Verily!  I have seen his servants drag the followers of the prophet of Nazareth from these very temple steps, that they might be examined by scourging.  How he is hated of the Sanhedrin, and always they look for an occasion to do him harm.  I wonder that he dare tread so fearlessly these temple courts.

Paul
(About to enter Temple, says to his companion)   Tarry here awhile, Trophimus, whilst I go yonder to worship the God of my Fathers.

Gideon
(In a whisper)   Strange people these followers of Jesus.  Although now dead, they still carry out his teaching to bring upon their heads the wrath of all the people.  Few will accept them and therefore many are destitute and homeless.  It wouldn’t do for me.  I like to make an honest shekel and since you have shown me something I will repay that pleasure.  Come over for a moment to where I sell my wares.
(Gideon picks up a measure and returns to stage centre)
Look carefully at this measure.  No, don’t wave it about like that for all Jerusalem to see!  That’s right.  Feel the bottom.

Urijah
You cunning rascal, the bottom is false!  It must give you an abundant profit on that sorry-looking corn you try to sell.  Nevertheless, it is a good idea.  Where did you get it?  You must take me there after sundown.

Gideon
What will you give me if I do?

Urijah
In return I will show you my “heavy shekel” so that when you seek a table with the money changers, you will always exact a little more silver from those who would buy gifts for the temple worship.

(Enter Rebekah seeking corn)

Gideon
Verily, the woman seeks to buy.  I must go.

Rebekah
(After looking round for some moments)   I need an ephah of corn although I possess but this one piece of silver.

Gideon
Three quarters of an ephah is all that is possible for so small a coin.

Rebekah
(Heatedly)   But this grain is full of grass seed!

Gideon
Take it or leave it - others will buy.

Rebekah
(Sighing)   It is robbery, yet I must have it for the evening meal.  Put it in this cloth.

(Gideon uses his “special” measure to pour the grain into the cloth.  Trophimus, who has been watching all the time, pauses long enough for Gideon and Urijah to come together once again in stage centre)

Trophimus
What is this that you have done!  Could you not see that the woman was poor and almost destitute and yet you have given her short measure.  That measure of yours (pointing to Gideon) with the false bottom - I heard your words and your conspiracy to defraud all those that seek to enter this holy place.

Urijah
Careful what you say, man - you who has Paul for a companion.  It's easy to see that you are new to Jerusalem and a follower of those that despise our place and nation.

Trophimus
This is no holy city but the lair of thieves and hucksters.  Give the woman full measure for she is needy and I will pay the difference.

Gideon
(In some agitation)   Then let us hurry for it is almost sundown and the hour of prayer, and I would feign worship at this holy place before I leave.
Trophimus
To worship at the Temple!

(Gideon gives the extra grain required and begins with Urijah to pack up his wares)

Rebekah
(To Trophimus)   Good master, may Jehovah bless you and repay your kindness.

Trophimus
Think no more of it.  But him - worshipping at the Temple!  How can this evildoer sing praises to the God of Heaven when he has offended so greatly against his holy law?

Rebekah
In truth he did declare that you are not of this city.  Walk the streets at the time of the accepted feasts and you will see the rich and idle going in their hundreds to offer gifts at God’s altar - gifts taken from the poor and needy.  Go at night and you will see those that guard the temple lying on garments that belong to their debtors - all of which, according to the law, should have been returned before sundown.

Trophimus
Of a truth!  Surely I perceive why Jesus of Nazareth was delivered up in this city to be crucified.  Well spoke Paul in yonder Temple to the Jews at Antioch in the region of Pisidia saying, “The Salvation of God should first of all be spoken to the Jews, but seeing they put it from them by their works and judge themselves unworthy of eternal life, God has turned to the Gentiles of whom I am one.

(At this moment there are noises offstage and Paul is thrown down Temple steps landing on all fours.  Trophimus goes to help but is pushed back.  He is followed by his throwers, Zabdi and Kohath)

Zabdi
This is he who once was known amongst us as Saul the Pharisee - indeed brought up at the feet of Gamaliel - yet he would profane this place by bringing his Greek friends into our great temple.  Verily let us deal with him after the manner of the law that he despises, for it is not fit that he should live.

Kohath
Yea, let him be judged.
All (except Trophimus and Rebekah)
Let him be judged!
(They commence to beat Paul.  Enter Claudius Lysias with soldiers to rescue him)

Claudius
(Looking round)   What is the meaning of this uproar?
Zabdi
This one would despise our nation by seeking to profane our holy temple.

Claudius
(To Paul)   Art thou the Egyptian which previously caused a tumult among the people and led four hundred of them out into the wilderness?

(Before Paul can answer …..)

Kohath
Judge him according to the Law of Moses for he has profaned the temple.  He shall not live!!

(They close on Paul again but soldiers push them back)

Claudius
(To Soldiers)   Bind him with chains and bring him to the Fortress of Antonius.
Scene 2:  Paul in prison

(Paul in prison, in chains)

Soldier
Jerusalem - what a city in which to serve a garrison duty!  Filled with hatred, strife and violence, and always because of something connected with the religion of the Jews.  There is no other city like it between Rome and Gaul, and I, for one, will be thankful when I am drafted to a more peaceful part of the Empire.  But I suppose you have lived here all your life and know nothing else.

Paul
I was born in the city of Tarsus, in the province of Cilicia, but brought here when a boy to learn the religion of the Jews.  When I was thirteen, I was accepted into the school of Hillel to study the Scriptures under the doctors of the Law.

Soldier
By the gods of Rome, a fashionable upbringing!  But one that does not seem to have done you much good - hanging there in chains, accused by your teachers.

Paul
Jehovah is the one and only God of Israel, and if it is His will that I suffer these bonds, the will of the Lord be done, for gladly would I die for the things I now believe.

Soldier
Thou hast spoken truth!  You would have died, had not the chief captain taken you out of the hands of the mob - and yet you sought the captain’s permission to speak to those that would kill you.

(As Paul goes to reply, enter Julius)
Julius
The chief captain commands that this man be examined by scourging.

Paul
Is it usual for your captain to scourge a man that is a Roman and uncondemned?
Soldier
(Pointing)   A while ago, you declared yourself to be a Jew, who had come to this place to study Jewish Law.

Paul
Jew I am - but of the city of Tarsus in Cilicia - a city made free by the command of Augustus, your Imperial Emperor.

Julius
Do you, then, claim Roman citizenship?

Paul
Verily, I do!

Julius
(Reflects for a moment, walking up and down)   Touch him not until I come again for I must make known these things to the captain.

(Julius departs)

Soldier
You, a Roman citizen, meddling in law and religion?

Paul
The Jewish Scriptures I love and reverence with all my heart, for both the law and the prophets have foretold the birth of Jesus the Christ, who was crucified, but is now risen from the dead.  It is the Messiah I seek to serve - it was him I would have revealed to those outside that would have done me harm.

Soldier
The Jewish Messiah I have heard about, but will never understand.  In Rome, it’s any god and every god; always something to worship - always a feast day.

Paul
I do perceive how strange these things must be to you.  Yet in the mercy of our God, I trust in time your heart may be touched, so that you will comprehend the greatness of His love in giving His son, Jesus, to die for the sins of man.

Soldier
(Trying to understand)   God’s son Jesus dying ….. dying for the sins of men ….. what nonsense is this?  There are many gods.  Hold!  The centurion returns with the chief captain.

(Re-enter Julius with Claudius Lysias)

Claudius
Tell me of a truth, art thou a Roman?

Paul
Yea!  Of the city of Tarsus in Cilicia
Claudius
(Turning to Julius)   Surely this man would not lie concerning this privilege, and seek death rather than scourging, unless he were mad?
Julius
He does not lie, noble Captain, therefore do I counsel thee to take care what thou doest, for already thou hast insulted him as a Roman citizen by bringing him bound into the fortress without signifying the charges laid against him.

Claudius
(Turning to Paul)   Tell me what thou knowest of Tarsus.

Paul
I lived there with my parents in the Fisherman’s Road, close by the Cililean Gate, and many happy hours did I spend on the banks of the Cydnus River.  I remember, too, the Syrian Gate, through which were driven the long-haired sheep of the Taurus mountains.  Particularly are these memories fresh to me, because at an early age I was apprenticed to the tent-makers, who, as everyone knows, use the sheep wool for their tents and ropes.

Claudius
Verily, thou hast described the place well.  Yet it was with a great sum of money that I obtained this freedom.  You are but an impoverished Jew.  How, then, came you by this privilege if you could not buy it?

Paul
I was free-born.

Claudius
(Paces up and down, then goes over to Julius)   What thinkest thou?

Julius
Take care!  For without doubt he speaks the truth.

Claudius
(Paces up and down again, then suddenly)   Release him and fetch water that he may wash.

(Exit Claudius Lysias)

Soldier
(After Paul has washed)   There is a young lad outside, seeking to speak with thee.

Paul
If the centurion will allow it, hurry and bring him in.

(Soldier departs - returns with Rufus)

Paul
Greetings, Rufus.  How is your mother?

Rufus
She is well, Uncle, but hearken diligently to what I would say unto thee.

(Whispers to Paul)

Paul
(After a moment’s thought)   Centurion!  Take this boy, I pray you, to the Chief Captain for he has something to say unto him.

Soldier
Here comes Claudius Lysias now.

(Enter Claudius Lysias)

Paul
This boy is my nephew and has something to tell thee.
(Lysias takes Rufus to front of stage)

Claudius
What hast thou to say unto me?
Rufus
There are forty Jews, who have bound themselves under a curse, saying that they will neither eat nor drink until they have killed Paul, my uncle. Tomorrow, they will ask thee to bring Paul down to the judgment hall, pretending that they seek to understand those things he has spoken.  But yield not to them, for this is the sign to those that would kill him.

Claudius
How do I know that you speak the truth?

Rufus
It is true!  It is true!  For I heard their words with mine own ears.

Claudius
Why should I be plagued with the safety of this man?  Riots in the city, and the Sadducees declaring that he is worthy of death, yet the Pharisees, because they believe his words concerning a resurrection, say that he must live.  Now this of which the boy has spoken.  What am I to do?
(He paces up and down)
Verily, I am resolved what to do.  Soldier, call the scribe and you, Centurion, make ready two hundred horsemen and three hundred spearmen to go to Caesarea.  Provide also a horse for Paul and be ready to leave at the third hour of the night.  Where is the boy?  See you tell no-one of the things you have just mentioned to me concerning your uncle Paul.  Ah, here is the scribe.
(Dictates)
Claudius Lysias, unto the most excellent Governor Felix sendeth greetings. 
This man was taken of the Jews and would have been slain by them, had I not come with some soldiers and rescued him because I understood he was a Roman. 
And when I would know the cause why the Jews accused him, I brought him unto their council.  As far as I could see, he has done nothing worthy of death, but is accused on questions connected with their law.  And when it was told me that the Jews were lying in wait to kill him, I immediately sent him to thee, commanding his accusers to make their case before thee if they had anything against him.
Scene 3:  At the governor's palace

(Following acted in front of closed curtains.  Behind curtains, stage is set as court room with all Jews present except Tertullas and 2 Chief Priests)
Festus
Greetings King Agrippa.  In the name of Claudius, Emperor of Rome, I bid you and your sister welcome to my summer palace.  May your visit be all you desire.

Agrippa
Greetings Festus, your salutations are most cordial.  I wish Bernice my sister were present to hear your words, but the journey has been somewhat tedious and since she would refresh herself has asked to be excused until the evening feast.

Festus
Whatever the Lady wishes!  Her comfort is all that concerns me.  In any case, particularly at this time would I speak privately with you concerning a Jew left in bonds by my predecessor Felix.

Agrippa
Ask what you will of me, my friend.

Festus
For two years past Felix has held prisoner in the dungeons beneath this palace a Jew of Tarsus named Paul, a man so hated of the Sanhedrin that they continually excite the people to clamour for his death.  Indeed he would have been torn to pieces outside the Temple in Jerusalem had not Claudius Lysias, the governor, taken come soldiers and rescued him from their hands.  Although the Jews allege that Paul has profaned the Temple, it is plain to see that the dispute has reference to certain matters connected with the Jewish Law and about a man called Jesus of Nazareth who was dead but who Paul states is now alive.  Many were those who would stretch forth their hand to kill him and because Claudius Lysias feared for his life, having understood he was a Roman citizen, decided to send him under guard to Ceasarea. 
Both Felix and I have questioned him whilst he has been here and have also spoken to the Chief Priests who condemn him but neither of us can find any real reason for him being kept in chains.
King Agrippa, knowing you to be an authority on matters relating to the Temple and the laws of the Jews, I would consider it a gracious favour if you would give your opinion on the charges laid against this man, for it is contrary to the justice of Rome to hold a man in chains without knowing the crimes he has committed.

Agrippa
I confess these matters interest me.  Indeed I would like the opportunity of hearing the man myself.

Festus
Good!  Tomorrow you shall hear him, for knowing that you are a nominator of the High Priest, I have requested Ananias with the Chief Priests and Jews to present themselves before you when I intend to bring Paul forth to answer for himself.

(Curtains open.  1st Jew drinking noisily from bottle.  Enter Tertullas)

1st Jew
Hail Tertullas, how is the champion of Israel today?  Thinkest thou that you will prevail?

Tertullas
The Romans are stupid and stubborn.  They place much store by their justice and their laws when it suits them, but at other times they would let the guilty go free.  But today should be different.  King Agrippa, the guardian of our sacred Temple, presides with Festus.  He knows how the Nazarenes have blasphemed and despised the Holy ordinances of the Law and will without doubt decree that the wretched traitor of our faith be returned to Jerusalem to stand trial in the court of Ananias the High Priest.

1st Jew
May Jehovah’s blessing rest upon you.  Secure only this one request from Agrippa and Festus and all will be well, for this time he shall not so easily escape our wrath.  We have vowed that we will not rest until we have killed this man Paul, but the thing is not possible in Caesarea, only in Jerusalem.

Tertullas
I must leave you, for Ananias and Zadok approach.

1st Jew
(Swigs from bottle, pauses as if reflecting then swings round to his companions)   Tertullas must prevail, for it is not fit that this desecrator of our faith should continue to live!

Other Jew
He must die.  He must die!

(Enter Tertullas with Ananias and Zadok, crowd bows slowly.  Priests acknowledge then take their seats.  Enter Festus, Bernice and Agrippa.  All the company stand whilst crowd chant, Agrippa!  Agrippa!  Agrippa!  Agrippa raises his hand for silence.  All sit except Festus)

Festus
Bring the prisoner forth!  (Soldier goes out, returning with Paul and one other soldier.  Festus sits)
Festus
(Rising from his seat)   12 days ago when I was in Jerusalem you all desired a favour against the prisoner Paul, requesting that he should be brought to Jerusalem to answer the accusations you would lay against him, but this was not possible because he has for the past two years been a prisoner of Rome in Caesarea.  Therefore, did I command that those that had anything against him should come to Caesarea and here make known their grievances before the judgment seat.  Particularly did I think this was desirable because those things whereof you speak have reference to your law, concerning which His Excellency King Agrippa, who sits with me here, is an expert as you all well know.
Tertullas!  Make known those things of which you accuse Paul.

Tertullas
(Rising slowly, pauses as if thinking of what he is to say, then half turns to the Judges) 
It is true that through the wise administrations of your Excellencies many worthy things are done for the benefit of all Jews.  Everywhere and in every way we accept it with gratitude.  However, not wanting to detain you further, I beg you will in your kindness listen diligently to what I have to say.
We have found this man (pointing) a pestilent fellow, an agitator among all the Jews, not only here but throughout the world where he has gone preaching doctrines which are contrary to that Law given by Jehovah to his servant Moses.  He is a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes and would desire to charge us with the death of the Nazarene Jesus, crucified outside Jerusalem by Pontius Pilate.  Moreover, he has gone about to profane our Temple by bringing Greeks into it which we all know is not lawful.
Having seized him and dragged him from the Temple, we would have taken and judged him according to our Law, but the Chief Captain Claudius Lysias came with a strong guard and with much violence took him out of our hands.
I beg you, noble Excellencies, have this man examined by the rule of the Romans when the truth of every word I have spoken will be established. On behalf of Ananias here (pointing and bowing) I request that he should be returned to Jerusalem and there be judged according to the crimes he has committed, for it was there that he profaned the Holy Temple!
Festus
Paul, wilt thou go up to Jerusalem and there be judged of the things Tertullas has spoken against thee?

Paul
I stand at Caesar’s judgment seat where I ought to be judged.  To the Jews I have done no wrong, as you know very well.  If I have offended in anything I refuse not to die, but if I am innocent no man may deliver me unto them.  I appeal unto Caesar.

(There is uproar among the people and Festus and Agrippa go into a hurried consultation for some time.  Finally Festus speaks)

Festus
You have appealed unto Caesar?  (Paul nods)   Then to Caesar will you go!

(Uproar continues.  Festus and Agrippa again consult one another.  Eventually Agrippa speaks)

Agrippa
Thou hast appealed unto Caesar’s judgment seat.  Even so thou art still permitted to reply to the complaints laid against thee, in order that the matter may be sent to Rome.

Paul
I think myself fortunate, King Agrippa, that I am able to stand before you to make my defence today against the accusations of the Jews, because I know that you are especially familiar with all questions pertaining to the Mosaic Law.  I trust then you will listen to me with patience whilst I unfold my circumstances from the very beginning.
I was born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but my manner of life from my youth, spent among mine own nation at Jerusalem, is known to all the Jews.  They (pointing) have known for a long time, if they be willing to testify, that according to the strictest sect of our religion I have lived a Pharisee.  Yet here I now stand, on trial for my life, for a hope which was believed in by all the Jewish Fathers.  For it is concerning the hope of the resurrection that I am accused of the Jews.

Tertullas
Thou hast dishonoured the hope of the Fathers by preaching everywhere that Jehovah has raised Jesus, the condemned prophet of Galilee from the dead!

Paul
Why is it thought so incredible by all of you that God should raise the dead?  I myself was convinced but a few years back that I ought to do many things in opposition to the name and teaching of Jesus of Nazareth and indeed I did them in Jerusalem.  By authority from the Chief Priests I went about the city dragging his followers to prison.  When they were put to death, I was one of them that raised my hand against them.  Verily I sought to punish them often in all the synagogues, trying to make them blaspheme and such was my fury that I sought even to persecute them in foreign lands.
And so it was, as I on one occasion journeyed to Damascus, with both the authority and commission from the Sanhedrin, that at midday, 0 King, I saw a light from heaven, far brighter than the sun, shining round about me and those with whom I travelled.  When all of us had fallen to the ground on our knees, I heard a voice speaking to me in the Hebrew tongue and saying, "Saul!  Saul!  Why do you persecute me?  It will hurt you if you continue to kick against the goads!"  I replied, “Who are you, Lord?” and the answer came, “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest.  But now arise and stand on your feet, for I have appeared to you in order that you might serve me.  You must bear witness of the things you have seen to the Gentiles who are yet in darkness, that their eyes might be opened, turning them from the power of Satan to serve the living God, that thereby they might receive forgiveness of sins and a place with those who have become sanctified by faith and belief in me.
Whereupon, 0 King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to that heavenly vision, but declared first to those that dwelt in Damascus, then at Jerusalem, later in Judea and then to the Gentiles, telling them that they should repent and turn to the living God and reverence His son, performing deeds worthy of repentance.
This was the reason why the Jews seized me in the Temple and tried their best to kill me.

Tertullas
We sought to kill thee because thou didst profane the Temple by bringing Greeks into it!

Paul
I only went up to Jerusalem to worship.  I did not stir up any kind of disturbance either in the Temple, the synagogue or the city.  Neither is it possible for the Jews to prove those things whereof they now accuse me.  But this I will admit - by associating myself with a sect of people whose doctrines they think is heresy, so worship I the God of my Fathers, believing all the things written in both the law and the Prophets.
(Crowd hiss)

Paul
I have a clear conscience, for I hope in God (which they also accept) that in due time there will be a resurrection both of the just and the unjust.  So it is that I stand here today, witnessing before both small and great, saying no other things than those which Moses and the prophets of Israel said should come to pass.  Namely, that Christ would suffer, and being the first to rise from the dead would proclaim light and understanding to both Jews and Gentiles.

Festus
(Standing suddenly, says in a loud voice)   Paul thou art beside thyself, your great learning has made you mad.

Paul
I am not mad, most excellent Festus, but speak only a most sober and solemn truth.  The King (pointing) knows all about these things and therefore, it is to him that I speak so freely, for I know full well that none of these things have escaped his notice, for they were not done in a corner.
King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets?
(Agrippa and Festus shift a little uneasily in their seats)

Paul
I know that thou believest.

Agrippa
In a short time you might persuade me to be a Christian.

Paul
I would it were so, but not only you.  I wish that all that hear me this day were like me, except for these chains.

(Crowd hiss and jeer.  Festus and Agrippa confer)

Agrippa
(Leaves his seat, paces up and down in front of stage, says eventually)
This man has done nothing worthy of death or imprisonment and could have been set free if he had not appealed unto Caesar.  He must be sent to Rome.

Narrator
And so it was that Paul set out on his last journey.  He was accompanied by the centurion, Julius, who saved Paul's life at one point.  Perhaps he had remembered Peter's words to him, "Good Julius, do that which is right and God will reward you.  He will also reveal His grace and give a peace of mind that is only possible to those that fully understand the call of the gospel".

THE END 
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