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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Programme Presenter

· Interviewee

· Newsreader

· Miriam

· Jochebed

· Princess

· 2 Maids

· Aaron

· Moses

· Pharaoh

· Servant

· 2 Elders

· Mother
· Rachel

· Benjamin

· Tirzah

· Father

(When the curtain rises, left of stage is a studio setup with 2 people conducting an informal style holiday programme, ‘Eastern Experience’.  Right of stage is a newsdesk which will be in place throughout for the purposes of narration.  Lights focus on the holiday programme)

Programme presenter
And now to conclude our programme for this week, have you any details of cheap package deals or late booking offers?

Interviewee
Yes, indeed.  We have recently had details that the prices on Nile Away Days have been falling rapidly.  Now is the time to go if you want to top up your tan.

PP
Yes, although there has been some controversy about the numbers of Hebrew immigrants in the area.  Do they pose any threat to the tourists in the area?

Int
No, it’s over-rated really.  There are a few more than one would expect to see but they are all tied up in a government employment scheme making bricks and so are unlikely to be a nuisance to anyone.

(Lights now switch to Nile Newsdesk right of stage)

Newsreader
We have to interrupt this programme to announce the latest emergency measures put out by Pharaoh’s press secretary.  As from midnight tonight all births of male Hebrews will be illegal.  All male infants found will be taken and put to death.  Penalties for breaking this law will be severe and Egyptian nationals are asked to keep a watchful eye …. and ear.

** SONG   Death to every boy child

(Light is now directed to family scene centre stage who are just turning off the television, having seen the newsflash)

Scene 1 

Miriam
Did you see that?  What has killing babies got to do with politics? 

Jochebed
You know Pharaoh has never liked the Hebrews.  It’s just another move to get rid of us. 

Miriam
Yes, but why has he picked on baby boys?  He obviously doesn’t think much of the girls.
Jochebed
It’s quite simple, Miriam.  Pharaoh thinks that one day there will be more Hebrews than Egyptians and so he is trying to remove the baby boys before they grow big enough to fight back.
Miriam
That’s fine, but what shall we do?  You know what the neighbours are like, they’re bound to say something, and even if they don’t I can’t stop the baby crying.
Jochebed
Yes, well I do have a cunning plan actually, which might just work.
Miriam
Go on.
Jochebed
Pharaoh’s daughter is always talking about the Save Our Children Charity.  She could practise what she preaches for once.
Miriam
How?

Jochebed
If we hide the baby near where she bathes, she is bound to find him and knowing her, she will want to keep him.
Miriam
But she will have him killed when she finds out he is a Hebrew baby.
Jochebed
The way I see it, Miriam, we don’t have much choice and she’s a spoilt softie, no-one will know he’s Hebrew if she doesn’t say, will they?
Miriam
Well, it’s worth a try.
Scene 2 

(The bank of the Nile.  Large potted plant to denote reeds.  Enter Miriam and Jochebed carrying basket)
Jochebed
Just here will do.  Stay nearby, Miriam, and keep an eye on him.  No-one will suspect a young girl.

Miriam
What shall I do if the princess sees me?
Jochebed
Pretend you don’t know anything about the baby but offer to look after him.  Ahh, better still, say you know someone who could nurse it properly.
Miriam
Good idea, but I can’t believe it will work.

Jochebed
Well, God has looked after us this far and we will have to trust on this one as well, Miriam.

Miriam
Yes, I know, Mum, I’m just scared that’s all.

Jochebed
I had better go.  Do your best, Miriam.

** SONG   Little Moses

(Exit Jochebed.  Enter Princess and her maids, carrying beach accessories) 

Princess
This will do.  Peace and quiet …. and no screaming kids. 

(1st maid takes princess’s coat and handbag and tiara and hands over towel and bikini) 

Princess
Wait, I spoke too soon.  Did you hear that?

1st Maid
It sounds like a baby to me, ma’am. 

Princess
See if you can find out where it’s coming from. 

(2nd Maid searches and finds basket, while Princess and 1st Maid look on)
Princess
Bring it here, let me see.

(Princess carefully unwraps contents of the basket)
Princess
You were right, it is a baby and a Hebrew one at that.

2nd Maid
Shall I report him, ma’am?

Princess
I think he likes me …. Look, he’s smiling.

2nd Maid
Ma’am, shall I report him?

Princess
Isn’t he sweet?
2nd Maid
Shall I ….

Princess
I heard you the first time.  You leave him to me, I will deal with it.

(Miriam appears, pretending to be walking back after a day on the beach.  Princess strides over to Miriam to intercept her)
Princess
This wouldn’t happen to be yours, would it?  No, it can’t be, you’re only a child yourself.
Miriam
No, it’s not mine, ma’am.  Would you like me to find someone to look after it?
Princess
NO … well, yes.  The poor thing has been left once, I won’t do it to him again.  If you know of someone who can nurse him for me, then bring her here. 
Miriam
I think I already know someone who might be able to help, ma’am.
Princess
Good, she shall be paid to bring him up.  But make sure she knows that …. Moses …. is to be brought up as my son.
Miriam
Moses, ma’am?
Princess
Yes, appropriate don’t you think?  After all, I did find him in the bulrushes.
Scene 3

(Light now on Newsdesk)
Newsreader
And now the main news of the day.  Rumours are being spread that Moses, the adopted son of the Princess, has killed an Egyptian national in a local brawl.  The report has not yet been confirmed by Palace officials, but it is believed that Pharaoh is not at all amused.  Please tune in later to Nile-Night when we hope to have more information on the matter.

(Jochebed laying a table for a meal.  Enter Aaron and Moses)

Aaron
Mum, Moses is here …. he’s in trouble again.  His temper has got the better of him again.
Jochebed
Oh no, not bad news again?  You should be grateful you’re even alive, Moses.  You will get us all into trouble one day. 
Moses
I think today is the day.  I am most definitely in Pharaoh’s bad books.
Jochebed
I did see the news.  Is it true then? 
Moses
I’m afraid so.  I saw this Egyptian laying into a Hebrew. He was really knocking him about …. it seemed so unfair.  Anyway, I didn’t feel I could just stand by and watch so I joined in and before I knew it, I had killed the Egyptian.

Aaron
You would think the chap would have been grateful to you.  How come this story has got out?
Moses
Well, yesterday I saw two Hebrews fighting so I tried to calm them down and one of them turned on me and said it wasn’t my business to judge over them.  He then said, “Are you going to kill one of us, as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?”

Aaron
What will you do? 
Moses
I shall disappear …. to the desert maybe.  I am just so annoyed with myself …. I feel as if I should be doing something to stand up for God’s people and now I have to go.  Speaking of which, I had better make myself scarce.
Jochebed
Take care.  May God guard and keep you!
(Exit and curtain)
Scene 4 

Newsreader
It is reported that Moses, the adopted son of the late Princess of Alexandria has returned to Egypt from exile in Midian.  Moses left Egypt during the reign of the previous Pharaoh almost forty years ago after the suspicious death of a local Egyptian official.  Moses fled and was tried for murder in his absence but the case was thrown out by the courts due to insufficient evidence.
We are given to understand that Moses is leading a movement amongst the Hebrew slaves whose main purpose is to set up worship of an unknown god in the wilderness.  It is believed that this is a cover to escape from Egypt and permission has been denied by the Royal Authorities who have enforced stricter working conditions on the slaves to stem any further rebellion.

** SONG   Go down Moses - Praise the Lord, no 292, verses 1 & 2
(Pharaoh on stage when curtain rises.  Enter a servant)

Servant
My lord, there are some elders of the Hebrew slaves outside who wish to see you. 
Pharaoh
What a surprise!  More complaints again I should think.  They’re wasting their time …. but I suppose I’d better see them.
(Exit servant.  Re-enters with two elders)

Pharaoh
You may approach …. this had better be good.
1st Elder
My lord, we have come as representatives of the Hebrew Brick Company, HBC.  We make bricks for the building of your great cities. 

Pharaoh
So? 
1st Elder
The straw to make the bricks has always been provided for us but now we have been told to gather our own straw.
2nd Elder
And what is worse, we still have to make the same number of bricks, or we shall be beaten.
Pharaoh
Beating will continue until morale improves. 

2nd Elder
But that’s slave labour, my Lord.
Pharaoh
Too right!  If you have time to plot rebellion with your leaders Moses and Aaron, then you have time to gather your own straw.
1st Elder
But that’s not true.  We only want time off to sacrifice to our God. 
Pharaoh
You’ve heard all I have to say on the matter.  If you have any complaints, take them up with your leader, Moses.  He still seems to think he’s in the royal household.  As for you, you may go.
(Exit elders)
Servant
My lord, the men Moses and Aaron are approaching. 
Pharaoh
This is a conspiracy!  (Enter Moses and Aaron)  You can go off a person you know.  What is it this time?
Aaron
Pharaoh, I have an important message from the God of Israel: Let my people go, that they may serve me. 
Pharaoh
And who’s he when he’s around?  This is a new one.
Moses
The God of Israel is the only true God.

Pharaoh
Oh yes, aren’t you forgetting someone?  The god of the Nile, who gives us life and food for instance.

Aaron
The God who made both heaven and earth is the only God and to prove it, the Nile that you worship shall be turned into blood, and all that is in it shall die.
Pharaoh
Sure thing!
Moses
(To Aaron)  Stretch out your hand, and smite the river.

(Aaron does so)

Pharaoh
He’s definitely mad!  One brick short of a load!
Servant
(Peering over and putting his hand in river)  You won’t believe this, My lord.
Pharaoh
Go on. 
Servant
The river really has become blood! 
Scene 5

Newsreader
And now for the latest update on recent happenings in the Nile Development area.  Amongst recent phenomena the locals have suffered from infestations of frogs.  Residents are reminded not to kill these friendly frogs as they are a sacred and protected species.  Rather they are to alert Environmental Control.
Freak weather conditions persist.  After an unexpected hailstorm many farmers in the area have reported large losses amongst their livestock.  Cattle and sheep were killed by hailstones reported to be as large as a man’s fist.  There now follows film footage of recent events captured by an amateur photographer whilst on holiday.
(A home in Goshen. Mother seated.  Enter Rachel and Benjamin, running)

Rachel
Clear off!  Anyway, I’m telling on you.
Ben
I didn’t do anything. 
Rachel
You frightened me on purpose.

Ben
You shouldn’t be such a baby then, should you.
Mother
Out with it, Benjamin.  What have you been up to this time?
Ben
Well, we went to see if there really was a wall of darkness.

Mother
I told you not to go near the Egyptian border, didn’t I?
Ben
(Belligerently)   No, you didn’t!  Well, anyway, I didn’t hear you.
Rachel
He stepped over the border into the darkness as if it was hide and seek, and I couldn’t see him anywhere. 
Ben
(Getting tearful as he remembers it)   It was only a game.
Rachel
Now who’s scared?  You know you were nearly lost.  If it wasn’t for your loud voice I would never have found you.
Mother
Maybe you will listen next time you’re told not to do something.
Ben
(Changing the subject)   Is this the last plague?  Will Pharaoh let us go now?  After all, the darkness has been the most scary thing.
Rachel
For you, maybe, but I hated the frogs most.
Tirzah
(Coming in to lay the table)   Oh yes, I remember that one.  You couldn’t turn your back without finding one in the toaster.  It was horrible when the toast popped up!
Rachel
I found one in the loo and nearly threw up!

Mother
It’s not as if the Egyptians can flush them down either.

Tirzah
Why not?

Mother
Frogs are sacred to an Egyptian goddess and so they’re not allowed to kill them.

Tirzah
Have they got any other gods?

Mother
Oh, yes, they worship the river Nile, and they have all sorts of other gods for the sun, moon and animals.  In fact, you name it and they have a god for it.
Rachel
That’s stupid …. God made all those things!

Mother
Well you would have thought they would have got the message by now what with all the plagues, especially as we haven’t had most of them.  Pharaoh is being very stubborn about it all.

Tirzah
Dad’s coming.  I thought he was working late tonight.
(Enter Father)
Father
Guess what!  Pharaoh has sent for Moses and Aaron!  It looks like he’s had enough.
Ben
Good, can we go now?
Mother
Knowing him, he’ll change his mind again as soon as the darkness is lifted.
Father
Probably, but we shall have to wait and see.

Scene 6
(A home in Goshen, enter Benjamin with a bundle of clothes, badly tied, which he throws at his Mother’s feet.  The rest of the family’s bags are already packed)  

Ben
That’s me packed, where are the others?
Mother
They've gone to see what they can borrow from our Egyptian neighbours.
(Enter Rachel and Tirzah carrying jewellery, ghetto blaster, etc.)
Tirzah
Didn’t do too badly, did we?

Mother
Jolly good.  Call your Father and tell him tea is ready.
(Rachel calls Father who comes in and adds his case to the collection)
Ben
Are we going on holiday or something?

Father
God has promised us that this time we will go and so we have been told to be packed and ready.
Rachel
What’s with the roast, it’s not Sunday.
Tirzah
And the door covered with blood.  Have you seen that, Rachel?

Father
This is to mark God’s last judgement on Egypt.  We have taken the blood of the lamb we have killed ….

Tirzah
Not the one we have been looking after the last four days?

Father
The very same. We’ve put the blood on the door posts so that when the angel of God passes over, he will save us and not visit us with the last plague.
Mother
Remember this because we will have to keep this day as a feast from now on.  It is to be called the Passover.

Ben
Oh, I get it, it’s because the angel is passing over.

Mother
Well done.  But you had better stop talking and get on with your meal.

Ben
What, without a chair to sit on?

Father
Yes, it’s the same for all of us. (Putting his coat on and handing coats to the others)   We have to be dressed and ready to go and eat our meal as quickly as we can.
Mother
Before we start, will you give thanks to God for all His blessings?
Father
Father, we thank you for your continued care for us.  For looking after us during all those terrible plagues that you sent to teach Pharaoh that there is only one true God over mankind and that he is in control.  Please be with us tonight as you send your judgement on Egypt and guide us in the journey ahead.

** RECORDER GROUP   Be still and know - Praise the Lord, no 11
Scene 7

Newsreader
This is an emergency newsflash.  Reports continue to come in saying that around midnight a terrible epidemic hit all of Egypt.  There is not one family that has not been hit by the death of the first-born child.  There is some mystery as to what is causing this but it is known that the Hebrew inhabitants of Goshen have not been affected.
Pharaoh is meeting with the rebels Moses and Aaron in a desperate attempt to rid us of these people, whose presence brings us nothing but death and disaster.  Some Egyptians have already seen the danger these people pose and have offered them gifts of money and jewellery to help them on their way.
It is the request of Pharaoh that nothing should stand in the way of the departure of these people.


(Light closes on Newsdesk and shines on line of Hebrews who are crossing Red Sea, single file, silhouetted by moonlight)

** SONG   Go down Moses, 3rd verse
THE END
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