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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Miriam

· Jochebed

· Princess

· Maids

· Aaron

· Moses

· Pharaoh

· Servant

· Courtiers/Elders

· Mother
· Rachel

· Benjamin

· Tirzah

· Father

· Narrator

Scene 1
 The home of Moses' parents 

(When the curtain rises, Miriam is on the stage, busy doing some housework.  Enter Jochebed)

Miriam
Oh, mother, I'm so glad you're back.  I've been so frightened! 

Jochebed
Why, whatever's the matter, Miriam? 

Miriam
Some soldiers came by a little while ago, and the baby started to cry.
I couldn't make him be quiet, and I was so afraid they would hear him!
Jochebed
Is he alright now?
Miriam
Yes, he's asleep.  But mother, what are we going to do?  We can't hide him much longer.  The Egyptians are so cruel, to want to kill all the Hebrew baby boys!
Jochebed
Pharaoh is afraid that when they grow up they may fight against him.  Although we are slaves we shall soon be a bigger nation than they are.
Miriam
But we can't let them kill our darling baby!
Jochebed
If they find him, Miriam, we can't stop them.  But I have been thinking about this since he was born - I knew we could only keep him hidden for a few weeks.  I have prayed for God's guidance, and I think he has shown me a way to save the baby.
Miriam
Oh, mother, how?

Jochebed
Not far away, on the bank of the river Nile, is a place where Pharaoh's daughter comes quite often with her ladies to bathe.  We must make a little basket of rushes, to put baby in, and put it in the reeds by the river where she will see it.
Miriam
But suppose she guesses he is a Hebrew baby, and gives him to the soldiers to kill.
Jochebed
They will kill him if we keep him here, Miriam.  We must put him where she will see him, and pray that God will give her a compassionate heart towards him.  In Pharaoh's household he would be safe.
Miriam
But how will we know what happens to him? 

Jochebed
You must hide in the reeds and watch.  If you think she wants to keep him, offer to find a Hebrew nurse to look after him.
Miriam
Oh, how clever!  I could fetch you!  And then he could come back here to live!  Oh, let's start to make the basket right away!
Scene 2
The bank of the Nile 

(The Nile, fortunately, is off-stage.  Enter Miriam and Jochebed, J. carrying basket with doll in)
Jochebed
Now, Miriam, stand in the reeds over there  (pointing off)  where the water is quite shallow.  I will put the basket here, where the princess is bound to see it.  (Places it at the side of the stage, just around the corner of the curtain)
Miriam
Baby is asleep.
Jochebed
May the God of our fathers watch over him - and over us, for we shall all need his help.  Goodbye, Miriam.
Miriam
Goodbye, Mother.  I’ll do my best. 

(Exit Jochebed, opposite side from Nile.  Exit Miriam, to reeds.  Enter the Princess and a few maids, carrying wraps and things) 

Princess
This is a pleasant spot.  I will bathe here today. 

(1st maid takes off her cloak, hands it to 2nd to hold.  1st undoes her hair, 3rd pretends to be undoing her sandals) 

Princess
(While they are doing this)  What is that in the river?  (Points - all look)
1st maid
It looks like a small basket, my lady. 

Princess
One of you fetch it to me. 

(3rd maid goes to fetch it)
Princess
Open the lid, girl.  (Maid does so)
1st maid
Why, my lady, it's a baby!
Princess
Oh, he's crying.  Poor little thing!
(Maids gather round - all talking at once - isn't he sweet - what a shame - poor thing - etc.)

Princess
Let me have him.  (Takes basket)  This must be one of the Hebrews' children.
(Miriam enters quietly behind them)
Princess
My father has commanded that all Hebrew baby boys should die.  But I cannot put this child back in the river.  Look, he's smiling at me!  I shall keep him.

Miriam
Forgive me, my lady.  May I speak to you?

Princess
Why, you are a Hebrew!  What do you want? 
Miriam
I know of a Hebrew woman who has lost her own son.  Shall I fetch her to you to be the child's nurse?
Princess
Fetch her at once.  (Exit Miriam)  I shall have this child brought up as my own son.  (Enter Miriam and Jochebed)
Miriam
My lady, here is the woman.
Princess
Do you know me, woman? 
Jochebed
Yes, my lady.  You are the daughter of Pharaoh.
Princess
Very good.  I wish you to take this child, and care for him until he is old enough to come to live at the palace.  Suitable wages will be paid you.  Are you willing to do this?
Jochebed
I am most willing, my lady.
(Princess gives basket to Jochebed)
Princess
I shall call him Moses, because I took him out of the water. 

Jochebed
As you wish, my lady.

Princess
(To maids)  Come - I shall not bathe today.  Let us return to the palace. (Maids put on her cloak, etc.)  Farewell, woman; take good care of the child.
(Exit Princess and maids)
Miriam
Oh, mother, he's safe.  Let us hurry home to tell my father.
Jochebed
Before we go, let us thank God who has given him back to us.
(They kneel, as the curtain falls)
Narrator (in front of curtain)
And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds.  And when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren, the children of Israel.
And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and smote the Egyptian.  For he supposed that his brethren would have understood that God, by his hand, would deliver them; but they understood not. 

Scene 3
The house of Moses' parents
(Jochebed seated as the curtain rises.  Enter Moses and Aaron)
Aaron
Mother, my brother Moses has come to see you.  He has bad news for us.
Jochebed
Bad news?  What has happened? 
Moses
Mother, I have come to say goodbye.  I have angered Pharaoh, and I must leave Egypt at once.
Jochebed
That is bad news indeed.  But how have you angered Pharaoh? 
Moses
You know that for many days there has been a great weight on my mind when I have thought of my own good fortune, and then of the bondage of those who are my people.  I dwell in riches and honour, while you toil without rest.  The thought has come to me that perhaps God intends me to use position to save my people from this slavery. 
Aaron
My brother, that thought has been in my mind also.

Moses
Two days ago I saw an Egyptian cruelly beating a Hebrew, and I went to prevent him.  In the struggle I killed him.
Aaron
But surely the Hebrew would not give you away?
Moses
So I thought.  But yesterday I saw two Hebrews fighting.  I tried to stop them and one of them said to me, “Who made you a judge over us?  Do you mean to kill me, as you killed the Egyptian?”

Aaron
So the thing is known. 
Moses
I have been warned that Pharaoh has heard of it, and will certainly kill me.
Jochebed
But where will you go?
Moses
I shall go to the desert.  Pharaoh will not find me there.  And it may be that in time God will find a work for me.
Jochebed
We shall think of you and pray for you always. 
Moses
And I for you.  I dare not stay longer.  May God guard and keep you!
(Exit and curtain)
Narrator (in front of curtain)
And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died; and the children of Israel sighed because of their bondage, and their cry came up unto God.  And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them.
And Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-law; and he led the flock into the desert.  And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush; and the bush burned with fire, and was not consumed.  And Moses said, I will turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.  And God called to him out of the midst of the bush and said, Moses, Moses.  And he said, Here am I.
And the Lord said, I have seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have come down to deliver them, and to bring them out of that land.
And thou shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and you shall say unto him, The Lord God of the Hebrews hath met with us; and now let us go, we beseech thee, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.  And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand.
And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in the midst thereof; and after that he will let you go. 

Scene 4
The bank of the Nile 

(Pharaoh and several courtiers on stage when curtain rises.  Enter a servant)

Servant
My lord, the elders of the Hebrew slaves beg to speak to you. 
Pharaoh
I am weary of these Hebrews and their insolent demands.  Have they come again to tell me that their God wants me to let them go?
Servant
It is not the men Moses and Aaron, my lord, but the elders of the people. 

Pharaoh
Very well.  Tell them they may approach.  (Exit servant.  Re-enters with the two elders, who bow low)
Pharaoh
You may make your request.

1st Elder
My lord, you know that your servants the Hebrews make bricks for the building of your great cities. 

Pharaoh
That is so. 
1st Elder
The straw to bind the clay has always been provided for us.  But now our taskmasters say that we must find our own straw.
2nd Elder
And yet they say that we must still make the same number of bricks, or we shall be beaten.  My lord, is this right?
Pharaoh
You are idle and lazy, and you have time enough to spare to plot rebellion; your leaders, Moses and Aaron, have asked me to let you go and sacrifice to your God in the wilderness.  If you have time for that, you have time to gather straw. 

2nd Elder
But indeed, my lord, your servants had no thought of rebellion.
1st Elder
And it is truly impossible that the people should gather their own straw and still make the same number of bricks.

Pharaoh
I say that you are idle, and you shall gather your own straw; and if the number of bricks is less than before, you shall suffer for it.
1st Elder
My lord, this is a cruel decree. 
Pharaoh
You are insolent as well as idle.  Blame your troubles on Moses your leader, who has brought this upon you.
2nd Elder
My lord –
Pharaoh
Silence!  You may go.  (Exit elders)  We shall see now whether they will still follow this Moses, when they see what trouble he has brought upon them. 

Servant
My lord, the men Moses and Aaron are approaching. 
Pharaoh
What!  Are there no bounds to their insolence?  (Enter Moses and Aaron) Do you dare trouble me again?  Do you not know that your own people begin to hate you for the troubles you have brought on them?
Moses
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, hearken.  Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Let my people go, that they may serve me. 
Pharaoh
Who is your God, that I should obey him?  Is he greater than our lord the sun, who gives us warmth and light?  Behold our father, the Nile, who gives us life and food - is your God greater than the Nile?
Moses
Pharaoh shall know that the Lord who made heaven and earth is indeed greater than the work of His hands.  The Nile that you worship shall become blood, and all that is in it shall die.
Pharaoh
Impossible!
Moses
(To Aaron)  Stretch out your hand, and smite the waters of the river.

(Aaron does so)

Pharaoh
You are mad!

Courtier
(Kneeling, puts hand in river)  My lord, my lord - the river!

Pharaoh
What is it? 
Courtier
My lord, the thing is true.  The river has become blood! 
(Pharaoh and other Egyptians stare aghast at the river, as the curtain falls) 

Scene 5
A home in Goshen

(Mother seated.  Enter Rachel, Benjamin and Tirzah, running)

Rachel
Oh, mother, Benjamin has been so naughty!

Ben
You're a tell-tale.  And I wasn't, anyway. 
Rachel
He was naughty, and I was frightened.

Ben
That’s because you're a baby.

Rachel
You were frightened too.
Mother
Now stop quarrelling.  What have you been doing, Benjamin?
Ben
Well, we went to look at the darkness again.

Mother
Oh, Benjamin, I asked you not to go near the Egyptian border any more.
Ben
But, Mother, it's marvellous to see.  The sun is shining on us, but all along the border is a pitch-black wall of darkness.
Rachel
And he stepped over into the dark. 
Mother
Oh, Benjamin, how could you?  You might have been lost! 
Ben
I held Tirzah’s hand, Mother.

Tirzah
And he shouted, "Tirzah, where are you?", so I pulled him back.

Ben
I was frightened, Mother.  One minute I was in the sunshine, and then the darkness was all round me, pressing on me.  I could feel it.  And I didn't know where I was.  If Tirzah hadn't held my hand so tight, I would have been lost.
Mother
Well, all's well that ends well.  I don't suppose you'll do it again!

Ben
Do you think that Pharaoh will let us go this time, Mother?  This is the ninth plague God has sent on the Egyptians, and I think it's the most dreadful one.
Tirzah
Oh, no, the frogs were the worst!  The frogs were horrid.  They got in the cooking pots and they made me feel sick.
Rachel
I felt sicker than you because I found a frog in my bed.

Ben
You only think the frogs were worst because we haven't had most of the other plagues, have we, Mother?

Mother
God has blessed his people by putting a division between us and the Egyptians, and the most terrible plagues have fallen on Egypt alone.  But even those that we suffered were worse for the Egyptians.  Frogs are sacred to an Egyptian goddess, so the Egyptians couldn't kill them - not even when they got in the cooking pots, Tirzah!
Tirzah
The Egyptians have lots of gods, haven't they?
Mother
Oh, yes, they worship the river Nile, and the sun and moon, and many animal gods.

Rachel
But God made all those things!

Mother
The Egyptians had to learn that - and we must remember it too.

Ben
You'd think the Egyptians would be glad to let us go - they must know by now their gods cannot help them.
Mother
Yes, their cattle are dead, the hail and the locusts ruined their crops, and now for three days the greatest of their gods, the sun, has given them no light.

Tirzah
I can hear Father coming.  He's home early.
(Enter Father)
Father
Good news!  Pharaoh has sent for Moses and Aaron.
Ben
Oh, Father!  Does that mean that he will let us go?
Mother
Or will he change his mind again as soon as the darkness is lifted?
Father
We shall have to wait till Moses and Aaron come back from the palace.  But surely even Pharaoh won't change his mind this time!
Scene 6
A home in Goshen
(When curtain rises Mother is busy folding and piling clothes.  Enter Benjamin with a bundle)

Ben
There, Mother, that's my bundle ready.
Mother
Thank you, dear.  Put it down there, beside Rachel's. 

Ben
Where are Rachel and Tirzah, Mother?
Mother
They've gone to see what they can borrow from our Egyptian neighbours to help us on our journey.
Ben
Do you think we shall really go this time?
Mother
This time we're really going.  God has said so.
(Enter Rachel and Tirzah carrying jewellery, etc.)
Rachel
Mother, look what we've got!
Tirzah
The people were glad to give us things.
Mother
That's wonderful.  I'll put them in this bundle for safety.  Tirzah, I haven't got your bundle yet.  Fetch it for me, please, dear.  (Exit Tirzah)
Benjamin, you can fetch me the little table ready for our meal.  (Exit Ben)
And Rachel can go and see if Father is ready.  (Exit Rachel.  Mother puts jewels in bundle, ties it up, and puts it with others as Tirzah enters with hers)
Tirzah
Here's my bundle, mother.
Mother
Thank you, dear.  (Ben brings in table)  Just put it down there, Benjamin. 

(Enter Father and Rachel)
Father
Rachel says you’re all waiting for me.
Mother
I think we're all ready for our meal now, dear, if you've finished.
Ben
Father, why do we have to do all these things?

Father
What things, Benjamin?

Ben
Well, Mother's cooked a special meal, and you put blood on the posts of the door, and we're all packed up and we don’t even know if we're going.
Father
God has promised that this time we shall go.  And to show that we believe His word, we are to eat our meal in our travelling clothes, with all our belongings packed and ready for our journey.
Rachel
And it's a special meal, isn't it?
Father
God will send one last judgement on Egypt.  We have put the blood of the lamb we have killed on the posts of the door.  And when the angel of God sees the blood of the lamb on our doors, he will pass over us.
Mother
And we are to keep this day as a feast every year in future, and that is what we shall call it - the Passover.

Father
Do you understand now, Benjamin?
Ben
Yes, Father.

Father
Well, we are all in our travelling clothes, and all our belongings are packed ready to go.  We'll have our meal now.

Mother
Come along, girls, you can help me bring the food in.  (Exit Mother and girls)
Ben
Aren't we going to sit down to eat, Father?
Father
No, we are to eat it in haste, ready for our journey.  "With your shoes on your feet and your staff in your hand”, that's what Moses said.
Ben
You need your staff then.  Here you are.
(Enter Mother and girls with food, put plates on table)
Father
And now before we eat, we will give thanks to God for all His blessings.
(All bow their heads as the curtain falls) 

Narrator (in front of curtain)

And it came to pass that at midnight the Lord smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne, to the firstborn of the captive in the dungeon.
And there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead.
(Narrator steps to one side.  Curtains part about halfway, showing Pharaoh facing Moses and Aaron)
Pharaoh
Rise up, and get you forth from among my people.  Take your flocks and your herds and your little ones, and go, serve the Lord, as you have said.
(Curtains close) 

Narrator (in middle again)


Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was 430 years.  And it came to pass at the end of the 430 years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt.
It is a night to be much observed unto the Lord for bringing them out of the land of Egypt; this is that night of the Lord to be observed of all the children of Israel in all their generations.
(Curtain up - all children sing suitable hymn)
THE END

10

