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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Jacob
· Joseph
· Reuben
· Simeon

· Levi
· Judah
· Issachar
· Gad
· Zebulun
· Asher
· Dan
· Naphtali
· Benjamin
· Man

· Narrator

· Potiphar

· Potiphar’s Wife

· Guard

· Butler
· Baker
· Chief Courtier

· Pharaoh
· Officer
· Servant

Each narrator mostly takes part in the action but during narration turns to address the audience directly.

Scene 1:  Joseph’s Dreams
(Jacob seated near front of stage.  Some of Joseph’s brothers standing or sitting)

Jacob
(Narrating)  This is the story of Joseph, most beloved of all my sons.  The story goes back many years and is indeed a story of great sadness and great joy.  It shows how God works out His purpose and His care for His people.
Joseph is the son of my beloved wife Rachel who died when Benjamin was born.  I had twelve sons and it was sometimes difficult to keep the peace between them as there was so much jealousy of Joseph because I regarded him as my true firstborn.
One day when Joseph was 17 years old, an odd thing happened ….
(Jacob sits and Joseph enters)
Joseph
(Excitedly)  Father, last night I dreamed a dream.  Let me tell you about it.
(Brothers laugh among themselves)
Jacob
Why, Joseph?  Was it something special?

Joseph
Yes, indeed.  I’m sure it is meant to tell me something.

Jacob
Very well, Joseph.  We are all listening.

(Some of the brothers cup their ears in mockery)

Joseph
Well, we were all binding our sheaves in the field.  You know, like we always do.  Suddenly my sheaf stood upright and all your sheaves stood round and they all bowed down to my sheaf!

(Brothers burst out laughing)

Judah
(Mocking)  Do you think you’re going to reign over us?  You’re getting  too uppish for words!

Joseph
(Turning to Jacob)  Father, it really was so real I could not forget it.  And that’s not all - I dreamt again.  The sun, moon and eleven stars bowed down to my star.  It must mean something.

(Some Brothers laugh again but others mutter angrily)

Jacob
Joseph, Joseph, shall I and your mother and your brothers bow down to you?  Think no more of it, child.  Go with your brothers to work now.
Judah
Yes, indeed.  (Angrily)  It’s time you were put in your place, my lad.  Rule over us, indeed.  We’ll see about that.
(All Brothers exit right, Joseph left)

Jacob
(Narrating)  I told Joseph to forget this incident but I could not help pondering upon it.  However, some days later I had reason to send Joseph to his brothers who were feeding our very large flocks some distance away in Shechem.

(Exit Jacob left)
Scene 2:  Sold into Egypt

(Joseph standing below stage, towards left)
Joseph
(Narrating)  At first I could not find my brothers as I came to Shechem.

Man
(Crosses stage, stops and speaks)   Are you lost?  Can I help you?

Joseph
Sir, I seek my brothers, shepherds.  They are feeding their flocks somewhere round here.

Man
Oh, they have gone from here.  I heard them say they were moving on to Dothan.

(Exit Man)

Joseph
(Narrating)  So I moved on.

(Brothers quietly assemble on stage, some sitting, some standing)

Joseph
I eventually found them but they didn’t look very pleased to see me.

Simeon
(Loudly)  Here comes the dreamer.
(All laugh)

Naphtali
Come on then, let’s take him and kill him.

Simeon
Aye, we can say some evil beast has devoured him.
Two or three together
(Laughing)  Then we’ll see what will become of his dreams.
Reuben
Let's not kill him.  Shed no blood but let us cast him into this pit here in the wilderness.  (Aside)  Maybe I can rescue him later.

Joseph
(Narrating)   They appeared to be discussing me as I approached and in spite of my protests they stripped me of my beautiful coat.  They bound me and threw me into a deep pit.  I was horrified and really frightened.

(Brothers now carry this out.  When Joseph is in the pit they sit down to eat.  Reuben leaves right.  Pause.  Simeon jumps up and points)

Simeon
Look, here are some merchants, Ishmaelites.
Judah
Oh, what wonderful luck!  It’s no profit to us if we kill Joseph.  Let's sell him to the merchants.  He is our brother.  Let’s not have his blood on our heads.
(All rush to the pit to get Joseph out.  They leave him by the pit, right, and go and haggle with the merchants, off-stage left.  They receive a bag of money, one goes to get Joseph and they thrust him off-stage left to the merchants.  All exit right.  Joseph, still roped, steps back on stage to narrate)
Joseph
(Narrating)  So they sold me into Egypt to a wealthy Egyptian called Potiphar.  I was glad to be alive but full of foreboding and sorrow, wondering if I would ever see my father again.  I could only imagine his grief and grieved for him.  It was only many years later that I discovered what my brothers had done.  They dipped my beautiful coat in goat’s blood ….

(Reuben enters right and looks into the pit)
Reuben
Oh no!  Oh no!  They’ve killed him after all.  (Brothers enter)  What have you done?
Judah
Don’t worry, Reuben, we haven’t killed him.  (Holds up stained coat)  This is goat’s blood.  Joseph is safely on his way to Egypt.

Simeon
(To Reuben and pointing to coat)   This will explain the missing Joseph.
(Several laugh.  All exit right)
Joseph
(Narrating)  And so they returned to my father.

(Jacob slowly enters left.  Brothers enter right, all below stage.  Exit Joseph)

Judah
Father, we found this.  (Shows coat)  Can you tell if this is your son’s or not?

Jacob
(Crying out in horror)  It is my son’s coat!  An evil beast has devoured him.  Joseph is without doubt torn to pieces.  Oh my son!  My son!  (Throws his cloak over his face and weeps)  I shall go down to the grave mourning.  I will weep for him until the day I die.

(Brothers look shamefaced and uncomfortable)
Simeon

Not even all our efforts will ever comfort him
(Brothers exit right, Jacob left)
Scene 3:  Potiphar’s Wife
(Narrative off-stage, story unfolds in mime)

Narrator
So the God-fearing Joseph applied himself conscientiously to his tasks.  (Joseph enters from left, meets Potiphar entering from right, receives orders, etc)
Potiphar gradually perceived that all that Joseph did prospered and he made him overseer.
(Joseph and Potiphar meet again, his wife by his side.  Potiphar leaves right, his wife remains.  Joseph leaves right, her eyes following him)
But Potiphar’s wife pursued Joseph, though Joseph would not listen.  (Joseph crosses stage, wife speaks, Joseph shakes his head, bows and passes on)
However she persisted again and again but Joseph said …

Joseph
Behold my master has committed all into my hand.  He has kept nothing back from me except you, because you are his wife.  I cannot sin against God.  (Passes on)

Narrator
But one day Potiphar’s wife caught Joseph by the sleeve and he was forced to leave his garment and flee from her.
(Wife and Joseph enact this.  Wife angry then cunning.  Exit with garment in her arms)
Later that day … (enter Potiphar and sits)  when her lord came home, Potiphar’s wife slandered Joseph, showing him the garment as proof that he had molested her.  Potiphar was very angry and sent for Joseph.  (Joseph enters and bows)

Potiphar
You low-down, treacherous Hebrew slave.  I left all that I had in your hand for I thought your God was with you and that I could trust you.  Yet that was not enough.  Oh no!  You thought to steal my wife also.  Guards!  (Guards enter)  Take this man and commit him to Pharaoh’s prison where the King’s prisoners are.
(Two guards drag Joseph away)
Scene 4:  In prison

Joseph
(Narrating)  From the position of responsibility I enjoyed I was now reduced to the degradation of Pharaoh’s prison, chained and bound in iron.  But here again God was very merciful, for the prison guard showed me great kindness.

(Enter Guard)

Guard
Joseph, since you came to this prison I have observed you closely and I find you to be an honest and upright man – not the usual sort I get here!  What makes you different, I wonder?

Joseph
Sir, I am not an Egyptian, as you know.  I was sold into Egypt through jealousy and it is many years since I saw my beloved father.  I do not even know if he is still alive.  But I still worship the God of my fathers – the only true and living God.  I believe He is with me always, even in this tribulation.

Guard
(Taking off Joseph’s chains)  Joseph, you are free to move as you wish within the prison.  Some of the prisoners I will put in your care, for I believe I can trust you to serve me well.

Joseph
Indeed Sir, I will.  I believe God sees all that we do and I strive to please Him.

Guard
So be it.  Maybe I will learn more about your God another time.

(Exit Guard)

Joseph
(Narrating)  As time went on the guard left more and more in my hands and though I endured the discomforts of prison life, yet I kept my faith and waited God’s good time.  I believed He had a purpose with my life.  The memory of those early dreams remained with me.

(Two more prisoners enter with much clanging and banging)

Voice off
Two more for you, Joseph.

Baker
Oh aye, that’s your name, is it!  What’s it to do with you, eh?  You’re a prisoner too aren’t you?

Joseph
Yes, you are right but you are in my care.  I will see you are well treated, never fear.

Butler
Take no notice of him, sir, he’s always an old grouch.  You will not find us violent.  We’re not criminals, we’ve just offended Pharaoh, that’s all.

Joseph
Tell me, what were you in Pharaoh’s house?

Baker
I was in his bakehouse, I was.  Boss of the place too!

Butler
I was his chief butler.  A bit of a come-down this, I must say.

Joseph
(Narrating)  So some time passed during which I had complete charge of these prisoners.  Then an odd thing happened.  Later I was to see the hand of God at work.
(To Butler and Baker)  Why do you look so sad this morning?  I can see something has upset you both.

Butler
We have both dreamed a dream.

Baker
And there is no interpreter in this hole.

Joseph
Do not interpretations belong to God?  Tell me your dreams.

Butler
In my dream I saw a vine with three branches.  I saw it bud and blossom and then I saw the fully ripe grapes.  I found I had Pharaoh’s cup in my hand so I squeezed the grapes into the cup.  Then I went and presented it into Pharaoh’s hand.  What do you make of that?

Joseph
The meaning is clear.  The three branches are three days.  Within three days Pharaoh shall restore you and you will once more carry the cup to Pharaoh as you used to do.

Butler
(Jumping up)   Oh, I can’t wait!  Oh, if it could only be true!

Joseph
It is true.  But be patient.  Please, this one thing I beg of you.  When you return to Pharaoh’s house, mention me to Pharaoh to get me out of this place also.  For I was stolen out of the land of the Hebrews and I have done nothing wrong that I should be here.

Baker
What about my dream?  I dreamed I had three white baskets on my head with all Pharaoh’s favourites.  Unfortunately I didn’t notice all the birds were helping themselves.  (Giggles)
Joseph
This is the meaning of your dream.  I am very sorry but in three days Pharaoh will take you from here and hang you on a tree.
Baker
(Cries out in fear)  No!  No!  I don’t believe it.  It can’t be true.

Joseph
(Narrating)  But so it came to pass.  (Sadly)  But the Butler forgot me.
Scene 5:  Pharaoh’s Palace

(Pharaoh seated.  Courtiers around, including Butler)
Pharaoh
(Looking puzzled and uneasy)  Bring me wine.  I need to think.

(Butler approaches with cup)
Chief Courtier
Sire, something is troubling you?

Pharaoh
Yes, I am very puzzled and I have an uneasy feeling I do not understand.

Chief Courtier
Perhaps we can help, Sire?

Pharaoh
The truth is I had a most startling dream last night.  I have already consulted my physicians and soothsayers but they have no answer.  They are a lot of charlatans.  I’ve a good mind to clap them all in prison for a bit.

(At mention of prison, Butler starts visibly and comes forward nervously)

Butler
Sire, I beg leave to speak.

Pharaoh
You may speak.

Butler
By your majesty’s good pleasure I was recently restored from my imprisonment which your grace saw fit to impose.

Pharaoh
Well?

Butler
Whilst there both your baker and I had dreams which another prisoner interpreted for us.  He said his God gave him the answers and they were amazingly accurate ….

Pharaoh
(Interrupting)  Who was this prisoner?

Butler
His name is Joseph, my Lord, a Hebrew servant of Potiphar.

Pharaoh
(To Courtier)  Send for this Joseph.
(Narrating)  So Joseph, after being suitably dressed and shaved and prepared for my presence, was brought before me.

(Enter Joseph below stage)
Pharaoh
I had a dream and no-one can explain it.  I have been told that you can understand and interpret dreams.

Joseph
It is not in me, Sire.  God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.

Pharaoh
In my dream I stood upon the riverbank.  Out of the river came seven fat and healthy cows to feed in a meadow.  After these came seven more cows, so lean and skinny I never before saw the like.  Then they ate up the fat cows but they didn’t look any fatter.
(Assembled company gasp in wonder)


That is not all.  I dreamed again.  Seven wonderfully full and good ears of corn came up on one stalk.  Then seven thin ears, blasted with the east wind came up and devoured the good ears.  And my magicians can tell me nothing.
Joseph
My Lord, the dreams are one. God has showed Pharaoh what he is about to do.  The seven fat cows and the seven fat ears are seven years of plenty.  The seven thin cows and seven thin ears are seven years of famine.  So God has revealed what is to come.

Pharaoh
Can this really be true?

Joseph
The dream was shown twice because God will bring it to pass.

Pharaoh
What then is to be done?

Joseph
Let Pharaoh seek a man discreet and wise and set him over the land of Egypt.  Then let him appoint officers over the land to gather in food in the seven good years and lay up corn in store cities.  This shall be kept against the years of famine so the people shall not perish.

Pharaoh
(Addressing his courtiers)  Can we find such a man as this?  (Pointing to Joseph)  A man in whom the spirit of God is?

(Servants nod and agree)

Pharaoh
(Narrating)  So Joseph was appointed to direct my people in his wisdom.  He was arrayed in royal clothes with my gold chain around his neck.  He rode in the second chariot and men bowed as he passed.  I gave him as a wife a prince’s daughter and I gave him control over all the land of Egypt. Only in the throne was I greater than he.

(All exit, Pharaoh first left, others right)
Scene 6:  Journeys to Egypt
(Enter Joseph)

Joseph
(Narrating)  So I went out from the presence of Pharaoh and went throughout the land, organising the harvests year by year for seven years.  The corn was as plentiful as the sand of the sea and great stores were laid up.  So seven years passed and the years of famine came.  Only in Egypt was there bread.  People of other lands came to me for food and I opened the store cities.
(Exit Joseph.  Jacob and sons assemble below stage)
Jacob
We cannot go on much longer.  It is no good standing around looking at each other.  I have heard there is corn in Egypt.  You must go down there and buy some that we may live and not die.
Reuben
Are we all to go, Father?

Jacob
Yes, certainly, buy for your families.  Only Benjamin will remain with me, lest mischief befall him.
(Looks meaningfully at his sons)

Judah
(Narrating)  So my brothers and I journeyed into Egypt.  Little did we guess what awaited us there.

(All exit.  Joseph enters again and sits.  An Officer stands at the door.  Brothers appear again and speak to Officer)
Joseph
(Narrating)  These are my brothers but they do not know me.  We will speak through an interpreter.

(Brothers speak to Officer, Officer to Joseph, throughout his scene)

Joseph
Where are these men from?
Officer
From the land of Canaan to buy food, my Lord.

Joseph
A likely story!  I believe they are spies come to search the land.
(Officer speaks to Brothers)

Reuben
No, my Lord.  We have come to buy.  We are all brothers, sons of one man in the land of Canaan.  We are not spies.  Our youngest brother is with our father and  (hesitates and looks down)  one brother is not.
Joseph
I say you are spies but I will prove your words.  I will not let you go until your brother comes here.  One of you will fetch him.  The rest of you will kick your heels in prison for a bit.  So I will know the truth.
Joseph
(Narrating)  So I put them in ward three days, then I released them for I fear God.  One of them I kept as surety and sent the rest away with a good supply of corn for their households.
(To Brothers)  You must return with your youngest brother.  So shall your words be proved and you shall not die.
(Sacks are brought and Brothers, except Simeon, move away to below stage.  Officer takes Simeon away.  Joseph leans forward to listen intently to Brothers’ conversation)

Judah
Why have we come to this pass?

Naphtali
It is because we are guilty concerning our brother.  We took no notice of his anguish when he besought us, so this distress is come upon us.

Reuben
I told you, “Do not sin against the child” and you wouldn’t listen.

(All move slowly away)
Joseph
(Narrating)  They did not know I understood them so I left them in grief.   But I had to know if their repentance was genuine and if they had had a change of heart.  I sent them away with their money in their sacks.

(Exit Joseph.  Jacob and Benjamin on stage, Brothers enter)

Judah
(Narrating)  On our return journey one of the sacks was opened and we were shocked to find our money returned to us.  So it was in every sack!  We returned to our father and told him all that had befallen us.  How we were thought to be spies, that Simeon was taken from us, of our money in our sacks and worst of all ….

Reuben
Father, we had to tell him about our family, of you and Benjamin.  He only let us return at all on condition we went back with Benjamin.  He means to prove us.

Jacob
(In anguish)  Am I to lose all my children?  Joseph is not, Simeon is not and will you take Benjamin from me?

Reuben
Slay my two children if I do not return him safely to you.

Jacob
Benjamin shall not go.  His brother is dead and he alone is left.  If mischief befall him, I shall die.
Judah
(Narrating)  So as the famine got worse and our food was gone, once more we had to contemplate the journey into Egypt.

Jacob
Go again and buy us a little food.

Judah
The man did solemnly say, “You will not see my face except your brother is with you.”  We will go down if you send Benjamin with us.

Jacob
Oh, why did you tell the man you had another brother?

Reuben
He specifically asked us of our family and kindred, if our father was alive, if we had another brother.  How could we know he would say, “Bring your brother down”?

Judah
Send him with me.  I will be surety for him.  Let us go lest we all die, you and our families.  If we had not delayed we would be gone by this time.

Jacob
If you must, you must.  Take a present with you of the fruit of the land - honey, balm, nuts and spices.  Take double money and the money that was returned to you.  May God Almighty give you mercy before the man that he may return you and Benjamin to me.

(Jacob exits left, Brothers right)
Scene 7:  Reconciliation
(Judah appears first below stage.  Others during narration.  Joseph and Officer on stage)

Judah
(Narrating)  So we journeyed once more and came into the land of Egypt and stood before Joseph.

Joseph
(To Servant)  Bring these men to my house and prepare a feast.  They shall dine with me at noon.
(Joseph exits left, Servant follows also left.  Servant reappears below stage, beckons to Brothers and leads them onto stage)

Servant
I am ordered to take you to my Lord’s house.  Come.

Reuben
(To Brothers)  It is because of the money.  He is going to arrest us.

Judah
(Narrating)  But it was not so.  We explained how the money was found in our sacks and protested our innocence.  We were amazed when he said to us.
Servant
Fear not.  The God of your father has given you treasure in your sacks.  I had your money.  Your other brother is being brought to you.

(Enter Simeon.  Joseph enters and sits, speaking through Servant.  All bow low)
Joseph
Is your father well?  Is he yet alive?
Brothers
He is well, my Lord.

(All bow again)
Joseph
(Looking at Benjamin)  Is this your brother of whom you spoke?  God be gracious to you, my son.  A feast is being prepared for you.  Sit and eat.
(Joseph exits, covering his face, weeping)
Judah
(Narrating)  So we ate and drank with him as honoured guests.  But we were amazed and mystified that Benjamin’s portion was five times larger than ours and we were all seated according to our ages!

(Pause)

Judah
(Narrating)  Once more we left for home but at our first stopping place …. Trouble!

(All exit right and appear slowly again below front.  Galloping horse heard.  Joseph’s Servant follows in haste.  They turn to him in amazement)
Servant
(Angrily)  Why have you rewarded evil for good in stealing my Lord’s silver cup from his house?  Did you not know that my Lord would surely find out your mischief?

Judah
(Protesting)  God forbid that we should do such a thing.  You know we returned the money to your Lord.  Why should we steal from his house?  (Confidently)  In whose sack it might be found, let him be your Lord’s bondsman for ever!

Servant
So be it.

(Search is made.  As each is cleared the smiles return until Benjamin’s sack is opened.  All exit right and reappear on stage)

Judah
(Narrating)  In shock we rent our clothes and returned to Joseph’s house, where Joseph himself accused us.

(All bow to the ground before Joseph)
Reuben
How shall we clear ourselves?  God has found out our iniquity.  Now we shall all be the Egyptian’s servants.

Joseph
God forbid.  Only he in whose sack the cup was found will be my slave.  The rest return to your father.
(Waves hand in dismissal)

Judah
(Stepping before Joseph)  My Lord, let me speak once more.  It is as we told you.  Our father is old.  In his old age he had this child, whose brother is dead.  If we do not return Benjamin to him our father will die.

(Joseph covers his eyes from their gaze)

Judah
I gave myself as surety for the lad.  Therefore, take me and let Benjamin return.

Joseph
(Jumping up)  Servants, leave us!
(All servants leave)

Joseph
I am Joseph!  Does my father truly still live? 
(Brothers, speechless, remain on their knees.  Joseph sits)
Joseph
It is true.  I am Joseph.  Come near, I pray.

(Embraces Benjamin)

Joseph
Do not be afraid.  God has sent me here before you to preserve life.  There are yet five years of famine.  It is God who has made me ruler of all Egypt.  Go therefore to my father and bring him to me.  You shall dwell in Goshen, you and all your children, your flocks and your herds to keep you alive these five years.
Brothers
(With bent heads)  My Lord, my Lord.

Joseph
Go tell my father of my glory in Egypt and hurry to bring him back.
(All exit, Joseph left, Brothers right.  Jacob enters below stage, alone and sad.  Looks up as Brothers arrive in an excited bunch)
Judah
(Narrating)  So we returned to Canaan and told our father all the unbelievable things that had happened.  In fact, our father could not believe it.
(To Jacob)  Joseph is alive.  He is governor over all Egypt.

Jacob
(Shaking his head wearily)  No, no it cannot be.  Do not deceive me.  Joseph is dead these many years.

Reuben
(Pointing)  See, Father, all these wagons approaching.  Joseph has sent them.  They are to carry you and all your family and possessions. You must believe us.

(Jacob peers shortsightedly into distance)

Jacob
It is enough.  Joseph my son is yet alive.  I will go and see him before I die.

(All exit right.  Joseph enters)

Joseph
(Narrating)  So my father took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba.  There God spoke to him in a dream to reassure him.
(Gen 46 v2-6 & v29/30)
(Jacob steps up to stage and stands at Joseph’s right hand.  Joseph puts his arm over Jacob’s shoulder.  Benjamin enters next and goes to Joseph’s left hand.  Brothers come in behind and arrange themselves, tallest in centre, little ones each side)

THE END
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