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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Reader

· Interviewer

· Professor Alec Tronics

· Any number of robots, including K3 and K4

A sketch to show that God has given us the potential for goodness by creating us in his own image, but we have turned away from him and gone our own way.  Our human hearts are spoiled by sin, so we need to come back to our creator, through Jesus, for a new heart and a new start.

The robots are lined up on stage absolutely stationary in all sorts of awkward poses.  When they come to life they will move in unison with typical robotic movements, and speak with exaggerated monotonic robot voices.  The Interviewer and Professor stand initially with their backs to the audience.  (If there are too many lines for them to learn, they may hold clipboards with copies of their scripts.)

(Enter Reader)

Reader
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Then God said, “Let us make man in our own image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground”.  So God created man in his own image; in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them …

(Reader exits.  Interviewer and Professor turn to audience)

Interviewer
Good evening and welcome to another edition of ‘The Day after Tomorrow’s World’.  In the studio this evening we have the world’s leading authority on robotics and automation, Professor Tronics, from The University of Bedworth.  Professor Tronics, good evening.  May I call you Alec?
Professor
Yes, of course.

Interviewer
Thank you.  (To audience)  Alec Tronics!  Get it?  Oh well, never mind.  Now Alec, I believe you have brought along for us this evening your latest humanoid robots.

Professor
That’s right, here they are. (Pointing at line of robots)  I think you will agree that some of them do look almost human.

Interviewer
Well, I don’t know about that.  But seriously, Professor, in your publicity material you claim that these robots are (reading) ‘the ultimate in robotics and artificial intelligence, capable of behaving in every way like an intelligent human being’.  Are you claiming, in other words, Professor, that these robots are the ultimate in robotics and artificial intelligence, capable of behaving in every way like an intelligent human being?

Professor
Absolutely.  Would you like me to demonstrate?

Interviewer
Yes, please go ahead.

Professor
Right, first we have the physical movements.

(He presses buttons on a control module, the robots respond with appropriate movements)


Start learning sequence.  Activate.

(Robots stand up straight)

Walk forward 3 paces.  Stop.  Turn right.  Look left.  Raise right arm.  Lateral hand movement code 4.

(Robots wave at audience)

Stop.  Reverse sequence.

(Robots do all the previous movements in reverse, getting back to their starting positions)

Terminate learning sequence.  End program K2ZX57B.

(Robots fall back to their original poses)
Interviewer
That’s amazing.

Professor
That’s nothing.  You see, the robots have now learnt that sequence so that just by keying in this code, K2ZX57B  …  watch.  Activate.

(He keys in the code and the robots go through the whole sequence again, on their own)
Interviewer
(Pointing at module)  I could do with one of those for my children!  But do go on, what else can they do?  What about speech?

Professor
No problem.  (Pressing keys on module)  Activate.  (Robots stand up straight)  Start intelligent speech function.  OK, go ahead, speak to them.

Interviewer
(Embarrassed)  Er, hullo.

Robots
Good evening sir or madam.  We are here to serve you.  Please instruct.  Please instruct.

Interviewer
(To Professor)  That’s really incredible!

Robots
Nice of you to say so.  Please instruct.  Please instruct.

Professor
Now watch this.  To make them even more human-like, I’ve built in emotional qualities like a sense of humour.  (Presses keys)  Start human emotion code 28.  (Speaks to robots)  You will now laugh at my jokes.

Robots
We are here to serve you.  Please instruct.  Please instruct.

Professor
Why did the Irish chicken farmer’s chicks all die?

Robots
I don’t know.  Why did the Irish chicken farmer’s chicks all die?

Professor
Because he planted them too deep!

Robots
(Very laboured)  Ha, ha, ha, ha.  How very amusing.  Do tell us another one.

Interviewer
How wonderful!  Can I have a go?  What do you get if you cross a soldier with a parrot?

Robots
I don’t know.   What do you get if you cross a soldier with a parrot?

Interviewer
A parrotrooper!

(The robots burst into tears)
Robots
Boo, hoo, hoo.  Please instruct.  Please instruct.

Professor
(Pressing keys)  Hang on, you seem to have activated the wrong emotion – now let’s see, code 456, set humour to universal mode.  Ah, got it!  Activate.

Robots
(Very laboured)  Ha, ha, ha, ha.  How very amusing.  Do tell us another one.

Interviewer
I don’t think I’ll bother, thank you.

Professor
Well, let’s try something else.  These machines have a fully human capability for reasoning.  What about testing them out?

Interviewer
OK.  (To robots)  What is 7 plus 2?

Robots
Nine.

Interviewer
Brilliant!  Um, how many articles costing 11p each could you buy with a pound?

Robots
Nine.

Interviewer
What is the German word for ‘no’?

Robots
Nein.

Interviewer
(Shows audience drawing of three trees, and winks at them, then shows it to robots)  How many trees have I drawn on this piece of paper?

Robots
Nine.

Interviewer
Aha!  Wrong!

Robots
Sorry, but three trees make nine!  Ha, ha, ha, ha.  How very amusing.  

Professor
(Pressing keys furiously)  Oh dear, sorry about that.  I forgot to switch off the sense of humour.

Interviewer
OK, so they can reason, they can move, they can laugh, they can cry, but I’m still not convinced that you have really made these machines fully human.  I mean, have they got  …  a conscience?

Professor
Well, yes, that has been the really difficult part.  In fact, I’ve been working on that for at least 5 years and I think I’ve just about got it cracked now.  But, unfortunately, I’ve not had time to test the programs yet.

Interviewer
Well, what about testing them here this evening on ‘The Day after Tomorrow’s World’?

Professor
I don’t know.  It seems dangerous to me.  I mean, if this works then these machines really will behave just like human beings  …  in every way.

Interviewer
Come on, Professor.  If this works you will make a fortune.  Let’s try it!

Professor
(Keying module very cautiously)  OK then, but, er, I warned you  …  I’m not at all sure what the consequences might be.
(Reads from file)
1. Activate human conscience programs zero to nine thousand inclusive.
2. Creativity level – maximum.
3. Aesthetic level – maximum.
4. Moral sense – maximum.
5. Free to make decisions.
(To himself)  Ready to go?  Yes?
(To robots)  Activate.

(The robots gradually come to life – they turn to each other, shake hands and start conversing, but still with robotic movements and voices)

Professor
Now let’s test the aesthetic response.

(He presses a key and there is a brief burst of majestic music.  The robots stop talking and listen appreciatively.  When the music stops they burst into applause, 4 slow claps all in time together, then return to their conversing)

Professor
Right, now let’s test the morality level.

(He calls to one of the robots.  They all stop talking and watch)
Professor
Robot K3, come here please.

(Robot K3 comes over to him)
Professor
I order you to hit this person  (pointing to the Interviewer)  for me.

Robot K3
Why?  What has (s)he done wrong?

Professor
Nothing.  I just don’t like her/him, that’s all.

Robot K3
Then I cannot do it. It would not be right.

(Robot K3 returns to place.  The robots continue conversing but their conversation gradually develops into arguing and they show signs of pettiness, bad temper)

Interviewer
Well, Professor, I’ve got to hand it to you, they really are human!  This experiment has been a resounding success. Perhaps you’d like to switch off the machines now and we’ll talk about future plans for this project.

(The Professor starts to operate the module.  The robots turn on him)
Robots
Don’t do that!

Robot K4
(Grabbing module)  I’ll take that if you don’t mind, Professor.  We don’t need you now!  We can make our own decisions!

(Pushes Professor over.  As he falls, he knocks over the Interviewer.  They lie on the ground unconscious while the action continues)

Robot K4
Right, now I’m in charge!

(One by one the other robots grab the module and shout ‘Oh no you’re not’, ‘No, I’m in charge’, I’ll take that, thank you’ and so on.  The last one to grab it makes for the exit.  The others follow, shouting and gesticulating.  When they are all offstage, there is a tremendous crash/explosion. The Professor and Interviewer pick themselves up and dust themselves down) 

Interviewer
What happened?

Professor
I don’t know.  I knew the human heart had a potential for disobedience, but I never reckoned on this.  So this is what happens when you give them free will!

(He exits briefly and returns, carrying a pile of tangled machinery)

Professor
(Shaking his head)  You see what happened?  I gave them a human heart, with all the potential for good, with all the possibilities of choosing truth and beauty, and what have they done?  They’ve destroyed themselves.

Interviewer
What, all of them?  All destroyed?

Professor
I think so.  It’s a horrible mess out there.  My beautiful creation is ruined.  Ruined by their selfishness!

Interviewer
But, wait a minute  …  look!

(Robot K3 re-enters, looking in a bad state, and struggles up to centre stage)
Professor
K3, you’ve survived!  Are you alright?  Is everything OK?  (He squeezes K3’s arms, looks in his ears, etc)
Robot K3
No, I’m in a bad way.  I think I need some major repairs.  Please, Professor, tell me  …  is it possible  …  to have  …  a new  …  heart?

(All freeze.  Reader enters)

Reader
The Bible says, “What shall we conclude then?  Are we any better?  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God  …  the human heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this; while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us  …  and as Christ was raised from the dead, we too may live a new life.  If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  So, put off your old self  …  and put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness  …  Therefore, do not be unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is, giving thanks always for all things to God the father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”.

And like Robot K3, ask your creator for a new heart!

THE END

ALTERNATIVE ENDING


Reader
The Bible says, “What shall we conclude then?  Are we any better?  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this; while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us  …  and as Christ was raised from the dead, we too may live a new life.
So, put off your old self  …  and put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness”.

And like Robot K3, ask your creator for a new heart!

THE END

