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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator
· Herod

· Chamberlain

· Scribe

· Crowd, inc Woman
· Herald

· Soldier

· Law Officer
· Saul, Elizabeth & family

· Ezekiel

· Joseph
· Mary
· Bystander

· Innkeeper
· Innkeeper’s Wife

· Shepherds
· 3 Wise Men

· Angel

Act 1:


Narrator
Our story starts some ____ years ago in the land of Israel. The Jewish people were ruled by Herod the Great – but all were subject to the iron power of Rome.

(Herod and Chamberlain on stage. Fanfare)

Herod
I am Herod, king of all the lands as far as the eye can see. Master of great rivers, of mountains and of the green valleys that lie between the mountains. Now it is the wish of our Roman masters that a count be made of all the people who dwell in my lands, so that we may see what taxes must be paid.
Lord Chamberlain, call for my scribe.

Chamberlain
Thcribe, thcribe … Where is King Herod’th thcribe …?

Herod
I do wish, Lord Chamberlain, that you would learn to pronounce your esses. Say scribe properly.

Chamberlain
Thcribe properly … Thir!

Herod
Hmmm … I might have to teach you a lesson with my thord one day, Chamberlain.

(Enter Scribe)

Herod
Oh, there you are. Now, take this down and make sure my trumpeters and soldiers ride forth tonight to proclaim throughout the land that all my subjects must forthwith leave their lands and their homes and go to have their names and occupations registered by the officers of the law.

Chamberlain
Everyone, thir?

Herod
Yes, everyone … so send for my tholdiers, I mean soldiers and tell them to look sharp about it.

Chamberlain
Look tharp! Look tharp! 

Herod
Oh no, not again …
(Exit Herod, Chamberlain & Scribe. Enter Crowd, then Herald)
 Herald
Hear ye, hear ye. It is commanded by our Lord, King Herod that all his subjects shall forthwith leave and go to be counted and named, so that the Romans will know how many subjects are under their command.
Men, women and children must all go to be counted. Hear ye, hear ye.

Crowd
Oh, we hear, we hear. But if we leave our homes, who will

Grind the corn
Mend the pots
Wind the wool
Feed the chickens
Make sure the roof doesn’t leak

Woman
The Romans always want something – more money, more taxes, more people to work for them.

All sing to ‘Pop goes the weasel’


We’re the ones who work every day
Seldom get a respite
The Romans take a half of our pay
Now they want a census.

Who will grind the corn for us
Who will feed the chickens?
Who will gather in the wheat?
If we go to the census.


We’re the ones who do all the work
They get all the money
The Romans are a …

Woman
Look out! Here comes a soldier!

Soldier
Hurry along there, please, do.
(All exit. Enter Law Officer, Saul & Elizabeth & family, Ezekiel, Joseph & Mary, Bystander)

Narrator
And so from all the towns and villages of ancient Israel people journeyed to the home towns of their ancestors. We come now to one of these, Bethlehem, the city of David.

Law O
Right, in a line, please. And your name?

Saul
Saul.

Law O
(Making notes)   Saul. Occupation?

Saul
Pot maker.

Law O
Pot maker. Name of wife?

Saul
Elizabeth.
Law O
Elizabeth. Any children?

Saul
Oh yes, there’s Luke and John and Mark and Susan … and Tobias … and Jeremy … can you think of any others, Elizabeth?

Elizabeth
Well, there’s Paul … and don’t forget Hepzibah … and …

Law O
Stop! Just tell me the number and we won’t bother with all the names.

Saul
Well, about a dozen would be about right.

Law O
Twelve children. Right, next please. Name?

Ezekiel
Ezekiel.

Law O
How do you spell it?

Ezekiel
I don’t know. I’ve never had to spell it.

Law O
Mmmm – I’ll just put down what it sounds like. Occupation?

Ezekiel
Schoolmaster.

Law O
That figures! Pass on, please. Your name?

Joseph
Joseph.

Law O
Place of residence?

Joseph
Nazareth.

Law O
Occupation?

Joseph
Carpenter.

Law O
Wife’s name?

Joseph
Mary.

Law O
Any children?

Joseph
No children – yet.

Law O
Pass along then, please.

Joseph
Can we go home now?

Law O
Yes, back to … where was it you came from? Nazareth?

Bystander
Nazareth is a long way, friend. Have you no mule for your wife to ride?
Joseph
No, we must walk. It takes many days and my wife is weary.

Bystander
Why don’t you rest in the inn? Look, there are lights over there and where there are lights, there are people … and warmth … and food. Surely someone will give you a bed?

Joseph
Your advice is good, friend. We’ll go down and ask.

Mary
Oh Joseph, I think it is time for the baby to be born. I hope we may find shelter.

(They cross the stage to the inn)

Joseph
Innkeeper! Innkeeper!

Innkeeper
Who’s that knocking on the door at this time of night?

Joseph
Weary travellers, innkeeper, asking for a bed.

Innkeeper
There’s no room here, no room.

Joseph
But my wife is so weary.

Innkeeper
Listen, traveller, we couldn’t find the room here for a newborn babe, we’re so full up. It’s the census that’s done it … we’ve never had so many customers. Not even room for a newborn baby.

Innk’s Wife
I heard what he said. He’s not a hard man, really, it’s just that there truly is no room. Oh … except …

Joseph
Oh lady, if there is somewhere, anywhere, we would be so grateful.

Innk’s Wife
Well, there’s the stable. Look, down there. It’s warm and dry inside and the shepherds are good men, they will share their fire and their food with you. Go down to the stable.
(Mary & Joseph go into the stable)
Little ones sing ‘Away in a manger’

(During the song, shepherds come with a lamb and enter the stable)

Act 2:


Narrator
Some time later, Joseph and Mary were still in Bethlehem. But Herod the king was entertaining some unexpected visitors from the east.
(Enter Herod, Chamberlain, Soldier and three Wise Men)

Herod
You are welcome in my court. You have travelled from far countries and (greedily) seem to have brought many gifts with you.

Wise Man 1
Your Majesty is most kind. Our journey has indeed been long and our story strange.

Wise Man 2
For we have been led by a guide in the heavens.

Herod
A guide? In the heavens?

Wise Man 3
A star, your Majesty. A star so bright that we have never seen its like before. See, there it is. (Points)
Herod
And you think the star has led you to me?

WM 2
(Laughing) Oh no, Sire, not to you. We have studied for years in our ancient books and they have told us that one day, about this time, a king would be born who is destined to rule the world. The bright star shining in the sky must be the sign that he is here.

Herod
Rule the world? Here, let me give you more wine, sirs. I am most interested in this king. And you think he lives nearby?
WM 3
The star is guiding us and we do not know where. All we know is that the king is a child, still very young, born in humble circumstances to poor parents. But we know that one day he will rule the world.

Herod
The king is a child! And dwells nearby? Noble Sirs, you are weary and must rest. You must stay here for a day, a night, several days and nights, while you refresh yourselves. Then I will give you new camels and mules for your journey, so that you may set forth again on your search for the king.

WM 1
You are indeed kind, Sire. We are most grateful. (Much bowing and scraping)

Chamberlain
This way, thirs … I mean, your honourth.

(Chamberlain & Wise Men exit)

Herod
(Quietly to Soldier) Did you hear, Soldier?
Soldier
I heard, your Majesty.

Herod
And what do you think, Soldier?

Soldier
I think, Sire, that I too should follow that star and that I too should find that king. I think I should travel with your three visitors.

Herod
But so that we may know that we have really found the child, what do you think you should do when you have found this … king?

Soldier
I think that I should … kill him.

Herod
And yet, how can we be sure that we have found the right child? I think, Soldier, it would be wisest to seek out all male children under the age of … two years … and …
Soldier
Kill them?

Herod
Do not delay, Soldier, and take this for your pains. (Gives a bag of gold)

Soldier
I leave when the visitors leave and will follow them.

(Exit Herod & Soldier)

Narrator
The next morning the three wise men resumed their journey from Herod’s palace, following the star in the direction of Bethlehem.

(Enter Wise Men)

WM 1
I do not trust Herod.

WM 2
He wanted to keep us at his palace.

WM 3
He is jealous of this new king we told him of.

WM 1
I fear he may do the child harm.
WM 2
We must be careful.

WM 3
I can’t help feeling we are being followed.

WM 1
We must make haste to find the infant king.

WM 2
At least if someone is trying to follow us, we can make it hard for them to keep up with us.

WM 3
I agree, let’s find a spot to hide for a while. That will throw them off our scent.

(While they hide, Soldier continues on past them)
All sing ‘We three kings …’
WM3
Well, on we go, it can’t be far now.

WM 1
The star seems to be over there, but it seems a very poor part of the town.

WM 2
I can hear a donkey braying over there.

WM 3
I thought I could hear an ox lowing.

WM 1
There seem to be some people over in that stable. And the star is shining directly overhead.

WM 2
And I can hear a shepherd’s pipe from inside.
Mary sings to the tune of ‘Greensleeves’


There was no room for the child they said
No room for a babe to lay his head
They turned us from the door of the inn
And gave us no room for our resting 


The ox and the ass made room for him
They shared their bed with a future king
The shepherds warmed him by the fires
And sent him to sleep with their music


This child of God is all my joy
My little child, my perfect boy
Sorrow lies in store I know
But tonight we sing his love song

WM 1
We have brought gifts.

WM 2
Gold because he is a king and will reign.

WM 3
Myrrh because he is a man and he will suffer and die.

WM 1
And incense because he will be God’s priest for ever.

(Crowd enters and gathers round)

All sing ‘As with gladness men of old’

(During last verse, all slip away except Mary & Joseph who lay down to sleep) 

Angel
Joseph, wake up! Joseph, I have a message for you. The child is in danger. Herod’s soldiers seek to find and kill him for Herod fears that the child will reign in his stead. Your journeys are still not over. Take the child and his mother and flee to Egypt. There you will be safe. Do not delay, Joseph, for Herod’s soldiers are very near.
Narrator
And so, although Herod’s soldiers killed without pity any young children they found in Bethlehem that night, Mary and Joseph and the young Jesus escaped.
Thus God cared for his only son, that he might live to show to all men and women the wonder and power of God.

Let us give him glory and thank Almighty God that in his wisdom he found a way to save mankind from sin and death.

Song to end?


Jesus was born

Sing to the Lord, no.38 
Away in fair Bethlehem, long ago
Sing to the Lord, no.33
THE END
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