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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Grandpa

· Boy

· Voice

· Elijah
· Elisha

· Sons of prophets

· Mother

· Poor woman

· 2 Children

· Evil Chap

· Shunem Lady

· Shunem Husband

· Shunem Child

· Labourers

· Herb collectors

· Cook

· Lad

· Naaman

· Wife

· Maid

· King

· Gehazi


(Throughout, Grandpa and Boy are to one side of stage, initially employed in some craft/trade)
Scene 1
Voice of Jezebel from off stage
As soon as I find Elijah, I will have him executed.  Elijah!  You had better run for your life!

(Elijah appears, looking back over his shoulder)
Elijah
I’m all on my own.  I don’t think there is anybody else left in Israel that has remained faithful to God.
Boy
Hey, Grandpa, can you see that man?  He looks tired and weary – he must have walked a long way.

(Elijah continues across stage, looking tired and weary, staff in hand.  Comes to Mount Horeb and looks into the distance as he witnesses a fearful storm {lights, sound effects, etc}.  Then comes a whispered voice)

Voice
All is not lost, Elijah.  7,000 faithful yet remain in Israel who have not worshipped Baal.  Return to the wilderness of Damascus and anoint Hazael to be king over Syria along with Jehu who is to reign over Israel.  You shall also anoint Elisha my servant to follow in your stead.

Elijah
It shall be according to your will.

**SONG – One More Step, first verse
(Exit Elijah)
Boy
Well, who was that man?

Grandpa
That was the prophet Elijah.

Boy
Wasn’t he the one that brought down fire from heaven?

Grandpa
You’ve got it – but that’s a long time ago now.  He is an old man and his days are coming to an end.  Didn’t you hear that he was told to anoint Elisha?  Speaking of whom – look who’s coming now.

(Points to the arrival of Elisha.  Elisha enters with tackle which is used to put the oxen to the plough)
Elisha
There must be an easier way to plough a field – so much for technology!  (Throws equipment down)  Ah, I see Elijah coming.  Maybe he can give me a hand.

(Enter Elijah)

Elijah
Just the man!  I have been meaning to give you this.
(Solemnly puts cloak on Elisha’s shoulders)
Must dash now, I have some important errands to perform.

Elisha
Hey wait!  You’re not going already?  What does this mean – am I to carry on  your work?

Elijah
This is the sign from the Almighty one.  Go, and the Lord be with you.

(Elijah turns and exits.  Elisha is left clutching the cloak to his chest and looking up to heaven)

Boy
Oh yes, I recognise Elisha – but I always get confused with the names.

Grandpa
Elijah, Elisha – yes, I see your problem.  Just remember that ‘j’ comes before ‘s’, so Elijah came first.  Anyway, where was I?  My memory is not what it was ….  Oh yes, Elisha had always seen himself following in Elijah’s footsteps but it still came as a bit of a shock when it happened.  It was as they were journeying to Gilgal one day that he twigged that Elijah was about to leave him.

Scene 2

(Curtains open to reveal Elijah and Elisha standing in front of a signpost which points one way to Gilgal and the other to Bethel)
Elijah
I’m just popping into Bethel.  You stay here and I’ll see you later.

Elisha
No way!  I’m coming with you.

**SONG – One More Step, second verse

(Both exit)
Boy
Elisha was a bit rude, wasn’t he?

Grandpa
No, not really – well, he didn’t mean to be.  He was frightened that Elijah was going to leave him for good – and he was right, for that was exactly what happened.

(Enter Elijah and Elisha, walking purposefully towards their destination.  The Sons of Prophets enter and one calls Elisha, distracting him from Elijah for a moment)
SOP
Pssst – Elisha – come here.  Guess what?

Elisha
What?

SOP
I thought you ought to know.  God has revealed to me that he will take your master away from you today.

Elisha
As if I didn’t already know!  If you don’t mind, I’d rather not talk about it.

Elijah
(calling across stage)  It’s OK, Elisha, you stay with your friends.  I have a thing or two to see to in Jericho.  See you later.

Elisha
I’m not falling for that one!  I’m not leaving your side.

(Elisha dashes across the stage to catch Elijah up and all exit)
Scene 3
(Enter Elijah and Elisha in Jericho{sign ‘Welcome to Jericho’, ‘Jericho welcomes careful pedestrians’, etc})
Elijah
Look, this really isn’t necessary.  You don’t have to follow me all the way.  You go back home, I’ll be alright.

Elisha
You’ll not change my mind.  I’m not leaving you.

Elijah
Look!  We’ve come to the River Jordan now.  Let me have my cloak a moment.

(They come to the river Jordan {indicate this somehow}.  Elijah strikes the river with his cloak and the water parts.  They go over on dry ground and exit)

Boy
Did you see that?  It reminds me of Moses and the Red Sea.

Grandpa
Yes, God’s power is very great.  But our story is not over yet.  Listen.

(Enter Elijah and Elisha.  Elisha sits on a large stone)

Elisha
I can’t stand this any longer.  Tell me, are you leaving?

Elijah
Yes.  You knew then?

Elisha
The sons of the prophets at Bethel told me.  So it’s true, then?

Elijah
I guess this is the time for leaving presents.  What special thing may I give you before I go?

Elisha
The same spirit you have - only a double, please!

Elijah
You ask a hard thing – something that is not mine to give.  However, if you see me when I am taken from you, then God will give you what you desire the most.

(Exit Elijah in a fiery chariot)
**SONG – One More Step, third verse
Boy
Did you see that?  I must be seeing things!

Grandpa
No, you saw God’s chariot and horsemen – and the man in it was ….

Boy
Elijah?

Grandpa
That’s right.  Elisha saw it and so the spirit was indeed given to him, which was just as well really, as he was to have some hard demands made upon him in the years to come.  Could put a little to good use myself really – never mind!

Scene 4
(Enter Mother)

 Mother
Oh Father, haven’t you cleaned up this mess yet?

Grandpa
But I was just going to ….

Mother
Yes, I know, you’re always just going to.  Now when I get back I expect to see all this tidied up.
(Exit Mother)

Boy
She’s gone.  You were saying – what did he do that was special?

Grandpa
Well, here’s one thing that happened.
There was this poor woman, a widow with 2 sons in fact, who was being persecuted by this evil chap who was demanding money from her.

(Enter Poor Woman and Children, chased by Evil Chap with rolling pin)

Grandpa
It got so bad that he threatened to take her children away to sell as slaves.

(Tug of war between group)

Grandpa
He just wouldn’t leave her alone and it all got too much for her.  It wasn’t as if she had any money – all she had was one jar of oil.  Well, Elisha heard of this and instructed her to collect as many containers as she could.  She went from house to house borrowing wherever she could.  Her jar of oil became like the magic porridge pot – it never emptied until she had filled all the jars.  She was able to sell all the oil and was able to pay off all her debts.

(Poor Woman gives Evil Chap money, grabs rolling pin and chases him off stage with Children following)
Grandpa
Of course, it wasn’t a magic trick, but a miracle.  And we could do with a miracle now to help us clear up!

(They clear up.  Enter Mother)
Mother
Well, that’s an improvement.  Come on then, time for bed.

Boy
Aw Mum, Grandpa was just going to tell me a bedtime story.

Mother
Alright then, so long as it’s not a scary horror story or anything.

Grandpa
Well, Elisha used to visit a village called Shunem where he often used to stop off at the house of a rich couple who became close friends of his.  So much so that they even set aside a room for him.

Scene 5
(Couple seated at table having meal.  Enter Elisha)
Shunem Lady
May I show you to your room?

(Elisha views room)
Elisha
That’ll do nicely!

(Elisha sits down and Lady returns to meal.  Elisha points to a small empty chair and place set at the table)
Elisha
Is that for me?

Shunem Lady
No, it’s for the child we always hoped for.  But it never worked out that way and it’s too late now.

Elisha
Miracles do happen, you know.  God will bless you with a child within the year.

Boy
I don’t believe it!

Grandpa
Well, funny thing, it happened exactly as he had said.  Mind you, whether or not it was a good thing is hard to say – for when the boy was still quite young, he became very ill whilst he was out reaping in the fields one day.

(Enter Shunem Husband and Child and Labourers and begin reaping)
Sh. Husband
Come on, son, we’ve got to get harvesting done whilst the sun is shining.

Shunem Child
Ooh, my head!

(Shunem Child falls to the ground and is carried off by Labourers)

Grandpa
He was taken home but there was nothing they could do for him.  You can imagine the mother’s reaction!

(Shunem Lady screams)

Boy
What – after all that – he died?

Grandpa
Quite so.  Well, the mother didn’t hang about but saddled up and set off to find Elisha.  When she found him, she really went for him.  I mean, it was hardly his fault, poor man.  I know just how he feels!

Shunem Lady
(beating Elisha)  I wish I had never set eyes on you.  Why did you have to come along?

Grandpa
That wasn’t the end of it, though.  Elisha, not to be beaten (!), went and lay on the child, once …. twice …. The boy sneezed – seven times, I think – and sat up alive!

Shunem Child
(jumping up)  I’m alive!

Boy
That must have been a miracle.

Grandpa
I think we can safely say it was.  Right, lights out now.

Scene 6

Boy
I can’t sleep.

Grandpa
I can!

Boy
I’m hungry.

(Grandpa and Boy get up for a midnight snack)

Grandpa
Talking about food – I remember once when a stew was being made.  Come to think of it, I think I had a hand in it, everyone else seemed to.  It really was a case of too many cooks spoiling the broth!  Well, as this stew was being made, some lad went and put a poisonous herb into it but no-one noticed.

(Various children and Elisha around campfire with cauldron.  One at a time they fetch what the Cook calls.  Lad puts extra herb in, leaving some on floor)

Cook
Parsley, sage, rosemary, thyme, Bisto ….

Grandpa
Anyway, when we finally got round to eating the stew, it tasted a bit off.

(Someone spots the poisonous herb on the floor)

Grandpa
Someone realised just in time what had happened and we were just about to throw it all away when Elisha came up with an idea.

(Elisha stands up)

Elisha
Bring me some flour.

(Someone brings flour which Elisha puts in the stew)

Grandpa
This flour seemed to do the trick and we were certainly none the worse for it.

(He pats his tummy.  Children and Elisha exit.  Enter Mother in dressing gown {and rollers?})

Mother
I thought I heard something.  What’s going on?  Come on, back to bed.

Boy
I’ll go to sleep much quicker if Grandpa’s talking to me!  Tell me about Naaman.

Grandpa
Good, it’s a short one, for once.  Here goes.  Naaman was commander of the troops. He had everything – in fact, one thing too many!  He had rather a bad complexion – I think they called it leprosy.

Scene 7
(Enter Naaman with mirror, examining his face)

Grandpa
One day his wife was bemoaning this fact to her maid.

(Enter Wife and Maid, winding wool?)

Wife
You can go off a person, you know!  He’s seen a dermatologist – private appointment too, but there’s not a lot you can do about leprosy.  Not even worth a second opinion.  What shall we do?

Mother
It was just as well that the maid was there, as she knew a prophet – well, Elisha, as you already know – who was living in Samaria.

Maid
I don’t know about a second opinion, but you should try Elisha up in Samaria.  He has had a very special training.

Mother
Naaman, being the stubborn sort that he was, ignored her at first, but after a certain amount of nagging – as sometimes happens, you know – he gave in.

(Enter King, sits in a prominent position)

Grandpa
Naaman petitioned the king, booked his holiday dates and set off for Samaria.

(Exit Players)

Boy
Did his wife go too?

Grandpa
I guess so.  He seemed to take everything else – servants, horses, chariots – you name it!  He found Elisha’s house in Samaria but he really had his nose put out.

Boy
How do you mean?

Grandpa
Naaman met this chap called Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, who reckoned that Elisha had been expecting him all the time.

(Naaman and entourage enter and knock on door.  Gehazi opens up to Naaman)

Gehazi
What kept you?

(Naaman shows surprise)

Grandpa
There was no grand entrance for him.  He was rather put out as he was expecting something special but he was just told to go and wash in the Jordan river seven times.

(Gehazi points to the Jordan in the distance)

Grandpa
Naaman was having none of it.  The cheek of it!  If it hadn’t been for his servant nagging him, he would have set off for home right away.

(Naaman’s Servant nudges and pulls Naaman until he follows, reluctantly)

Grandpa
If he had had to do something impressive, he would have done so straightaway.  Washing was a pain at the best of times – you know what boys are like – but to do it seven times!
He must have felt pretty silly though when it worked and he was healed.  He should have listened in the first place.
It just goes to show that God asks us to look to the little things in our lives and if we do so, he will do great things for us.

Boy
Was there nothing he couldn’t do?

Grandpa
Well, he did many more miracles – but you’re not catching me with that one!  Now it really is Good night.
Boy
Good night, Grandpa.

THE END 
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