Elijah
109
Characters (in order of appearance)

· 6 Courtiers

· Merchant

· Ahab

· Jezebel

· Elijah

· Ravens

· Widow

· Son

· Obadiah

· People

· Prophets of Baal

· Servant

· 4 children

· Messenger

· Angel

· Wind

· Earthquake

· Fire

· Voice

· Elisha

· Prophets of Bethel

· Prophets of Jericho
· Chariot of fire

· Whirlwind

Possible combinations of roles:
Ahab/ Voice
Courtier 6/People/ Prophet at Jericho
Courtier 3/People
Courtier 2/ Obadiah/People
Courtier 1/People/Prophet at Bethel
Jezebel
Elijah
Widow/People
Servant/Prophet of Baal/Earthquake
Courtier 4/Prophet of Baal/Angel/Earthquake
Courtier 5/Elisha/People
Merchant/Prophet of Baal/Messenger/Earthquake
Child 2/Wind/People/Whirlwind
Child 3/Wind/People/Whirlwind
Child 4/Wind/People/Whirlwind
Son/People
Raven/Fire/Chariot of fire
Raven/Fire/Chariot of fire
Raven/Fire/Child 1/Chariot of fire
Music can be used for the children to dance to for the Wind, Earthquake, Fire and Chariot of fire – possibly something classical

Scene 1:  Ahab’s Palace
(Courtiers are gathering in groups awaiting Ahab's entrance for an Audience)

Courtier 1
Welcome.  It's good to see you back at court after your visit to your brother in Rumah.  How are they all?
Courtier 2
It's good to be back - village life is not for me.  Yes, my brother’s family are all well and ever increasing.  He has eleven children now.  What has been happening in my absence?
Courtier 1
All is well.  Ahab's Court has been prospering.  Tell me, did you pass near the new Asherah Pole Ahab has set up?
Courtier 2
Yes I did - people are thronging to it from miles around.  It's an impressive sight.  Ah look, there is our chief merchant.  I trust his traders have had a successful journey and have come back heavily laden with goods for this magnificent Court.
Courtier 1
Let's ask him.  (Hails the merchant)  My friend, have you good news for us of successful trading?
Merchant
Indeed I have.  I have plenty of good things for us all.  But we could have even more if we could use Judah's port at Ezion Geber and send out trading ships instead of relying on overland caravans as we do now.
Courtier 1
With Ahab as our King perhaps that day will come.

Courtier 2
Meanwhile you have done well for us.  Life is good.

Courtier 3
But where is your friend Mesha?  It is most unusual for him not to be at Court when Ahab is giving an audience.

Courtier 4
His father has died and he has gone to bury him and inherit his property. He will be back soon.

Courtier 5
Have you heard my good news?  I am a grandfather - twin boys born to my oldest son.

Courtier 6
Congratulations - how proud you must feel.  I remember well when my first grandson was born.  He is twelve now and I have a whole fistful of grandsons.

Courtier 5
Do you know who is wanting to speak with Ahab today?
Courtier 6
No, I don't.  But look, soon all will be revealed.  Ahab is arriving.

(Room quietens as Ahab and Jezebel make a ceremonial entry.  Suddenly Elijah appears)

Elijah
For how long do you think you can live as you please and ignore God?  I have prayed earnestly and as the Lord God lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word.
Scene 2:  At the ravine of Kerith
Elijah
The Lord God has commanded me to come and hide in the ravine of Kerith, east of the Jordan.  I will drink from the brook and the Lord has ordered the ravens to feed me here.

(Elijah stoops to drink from the brook, then he settles back to rest while the ravens come and feed him)
Elijah
I will stay here until the brook dries up and then I have been told to go to Zarephath.
Scene 3:  The Widow at Zarephath

(Curtains open to reveal the widow at the town gate gathering sticks)
Elijah
Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a drink?
Widow
Certainly.  Wait and I’ll fetch some.
(Starts to move offstage)
Elijah
(Calling)  And bring me, please, a piece of bread.

Widow
(Turning back)  As surely as the Lord your God lives I don't have any bread - only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug.  I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it - and die.

Elijah
Don't be afraid.  Go home and do as you have said.  But first make a small cake of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make something for yourself and your son.  For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel says: 'The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the Lord gives rain on the land.'
Widow
I will do as you say.
(She goes and does as Elijah has told her.  They sit and eat a meal)
Son
Please Mummy, may I get down and go and play.

Widow
Yes, of course.
(The son jumps down and runs off to play but quickly returns clutching his stomach)

Son
Mummy, Mummy, I don’t feel very well.
(He collapses at her feet.  The Widow picks him up and carries him to a bed where she tends him while he gently moans)
Widow
Speak to me my child, please speak.  He's not breathing!  O my son, my son, if only l had died instead of you.  O my son, my son.
(She returns to Elijah still sitting at the table)
What do you have against me, man of God?  Did you come to remind me of my sin and kill my son?

Elijah
Give me your son.
(The widow gestures and Elijah goes to his bed)
O Lord my God, have you brought tragedy on this widow I am staying with, by letting her son die?
(Elijah stretches himself out on the boy three times)
O Lord my God, let this boy's life return to him.

(Slowly the boy revives.  Elijah takes him by the hand and leads him to his mother)

Look, your son is alive.

Widow
Now I know you are a man of God and that the word of the Lord from your mouth is the truth.
Scene 4:  Elijah and Obadiah

Ahab
Go through the land to all the springs and valleys.  Maybe we can find some grass to keep the horses and mules alive so we will not have to kill any of our animals.

Obadiah
Yes master.  Look - you search in that direction and I’ll go this way.
(They separate, Ahab going offstage.  Enter Elijah - Obadiah nearly bumps into him.  He falls to his knees)

Obadiah
Is it really you, my lord Elijah?
Elijah
Yes.  Go and tell your master, Elijah is here.

Obadiah
What have I done wrong that you are handing your servant over to Ahab to be put to death?  As surely as the Lord your God lives, there is not a nation or kingdom where my master has not sent someone to look for you. And whenever a nation or kingdom claimed you were not there, he made them swear they could not find you.  Now you tell me to go to my master and say 'Elijah is here.'  I don't know where the Spirit of the Lord may carry you next.  If I go and tell Ahab and he doesn't find you, he will kill me.  Yet I, your servant, have worshipped the Lord since my youth.  Haven 't you heard, my lord, what I did while Jezebel was killing the prophets of the Lord?  I hid a hundred of them in two caves, fifty in each, and supplied them with food and water.  And now you tell me to go to my master and say ' Elijah is here.'  He will kill me!
Elijah
As the Lord Almighty lives, whom I serve, I will surely present myself to Ahab today.

Obadiah
I will go and fetch Ahab.
(He goes off and returns with Ahab)
Ahab
Is that you, you troubler of Israel?
Elijah
I have not made trouble for Israel, but you and your father's family have. You have abandoned the Lord's commands and have followed the Baals. Now summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel.  And bring the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah who eat at Jezebel's table.

Scene 5:  Mount Carmel

Elijah
You cannot have it both ways nor get the best of both worlds.  If the Lord is God follow him; but if Baal is God follow him.  (Silence)  I am the only one of the Lord's prophets left but Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets.  Get two bulls for us.  Let them choose one for themselves and then cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but do not set fire to it.  I will prepare the other bull and do the same.  Then you call on the name of your god and I will call on the name of the Lord.  The god who answers by fire - he is God.

The people
What you say is good.

Elijah
Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first, since there are so many of you.  Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.
Prophets of Baal
(Dancing around the altar)  O Baal answer us. O Baal answer us. Light the fire. O Baal answer us.

Elijah
You'll have to shout louder than that.  After all he is a god!  Perhaps he is deep in thought or busy or travelling?  Maybe he is talking to his neighbour or he could be out hunting?  Or is he having his after dinner nap?  Shout a bit louder and wake him up.

Prophets of Baal
(Slashing themselves with swords and spears)  O Baal answer us. Light the fire.  O Baal answer us.

Elijah
(To the People)  Come here to me.  Watch while I build an altar with twelve stones, one for each of the twelve tribes of Israel.  Your name shall be Israel.
Now I will dig a trench and arrange some wood on the altar and put the bull on top.  Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the offering and on the wood.  Do it again.  Do it a third time.  O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command. Answer me, O Lord, answer me, so that these people will know that you O Lord are God and that you are turning their hearts back again.
(Fire burns up the sacrifice)

The People
The Lord - he is God.  The Lord - he is God.

Elijah
Seize the prophets of Baal.  Don't let anyone get away.  Take them to the Kishon Valley and slaughter them there.  (To Ahab)  Go, eat and drink, for there is the sound of heavy rain.
(Ahab goes.  Elijah puts his face between his knees, then speaks to his servant)
Elijah
Go and look towards the sea.

Servant
There is nothing there.

Elijah
Go back.
(Servant looks seven times)

Servant
A cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from the sea.

Elijah
Go and tell Ahab, hitch up your chariot and go down before the rain stops you.

Scene 6:  Children Playing
Children
(Chanting)
We played the flute for you and you did not dance


We sang a dirge and you did not mourn.

(Suddenly they stop as they feel heavy rain hitting them)
Child 1
What is it?  I don't like it.  It's spitting on me!
Children
It's rain, it's rain.  Don't worry, it's the rain we've been waiting for.

Child 2
Look at the grass gulping down the water.

Child 3
The rain is coming down in torrents.  We'll have plenty to drink again.

Child 2
Smell these leaves.  Isn't it a glorious scent?
Child 3
We can keep cattle and sheep and have milk to drink and meat to eat.

Child 2
We can play in the stream.  Look, there's a puddle we can splash in now.

(Children go and play)

Child 4
(Rushes on)  Hey you lot come quickly - the most amazing sight!  There's a chariot speeding down the road to Samaria and there’s a man running in front of it.  Quick, before it's too late.

Scene 7:  Elijah flees to Horeb
Jezebel
Tell me, what has been happening at Carmel?  How did the prophets of Baal make the rain come?
Ahab
It wasn't the prophets of Baal who made the rain come.  It was Elijah's God who sent fire to burn up the water-soaked sacrifice and then Elijah prayed and the welcome rain came.  He has commanded the prophets of Baal to be killed in the Kishon Valley and the people have obeyed him.

Jezebel
What!  You feeble King.  You stood by and let him do all that.  Get me a messenger at once.  Take this message to Elijah.
Messenger
Certainly, O Queen.
Jezebel
May the gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your life like that of one of them.

(Pause)

Messenger
I have a message for you from Jezebel the Queen.

Elijah
Speak.

Messenger
May the gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your life like that of the prophets of Baal.

Elijah
I am afraid, I must flee for my life.  l have withstood 850 prophets of Baal and Asherah but I am afraid of one woman.
(He comes to a broom tree and sits down under it)
I have had enough, Lord.  Take my life, I am no better than my ancestors.
(He lies down and falls asleep)

Angel
Get up and eat.
(He eats and drinks and lies down)
Angel
Get up and eat or the journey might be too much for you.
(He eats and drinks and sets off for Horeb)
Scene 8: At Horeb

Elijah
I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty.  The Israelites have rejected his covenant, broken down his altars and killed all his prophets with the sword.  I am the only one left and they want to kill me too.  The Lord has told me to go and stand on the mountain in his presence as he passes by.

(First the wind comes)

Elijah
The Lord was not in the wind.

(Second the earthquake comes)

Elijah
The Lord was not in the earthquake.

(Then the fire comes)

Elijah
The Lord was not in the fire.

(Last comes the still, small voice)
Voice offstage
What are you doing here Elijah?
Elijah
I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty.  The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars and killed all your prophets with the sword.  I am the only one left and they want to kill me too.

Voice offstage
Go back the way you came, there is still work for you to do.  Go to the Desert of Damascus and when you get there anoint Hazael king over Aram.
Then anoint Jehu king over Israel and anoint Elisha to succeed you as prophet.
Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu.  There are seven thousand people in Israel - all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have not kissed him.

Scene 9:  Elijah and Elisha

(Elisha is ploughing.  Elijah goes up to him and throws his cloak around him)

Elijah
By this sign I show you that the Lord has commanded me to anoint you to succeed me as his prophet.

Elisha
Let me kiss my father and mother good-bye and then I will come with you.

Elijah
Go back, what have I done to you?

(Elisha goes off stage briefly and then returns)
Elisha
I will slaughter my oxen and burn my plough and cook the meat and give it to the people to eat so that everyone will know that I have rejected my former way of life in order to serve the Lord God Almighty and become your attendant.

(Pause)
Elijah
I have fulfilled the tasks I have been able to, that God commanded me to do at Horeb and in addition the Lord has allowed me to establish schools of prophets in Gilgal, Bethel and Jericho from among those who have not worshipped Baal.  Stay here Elisha, the Lord has sent me to Bethel.

Elisha
As surely as the Lord lives and as you live I will not leave you.
(They travel on)
Prophets of Bethel
Do you know that the Lord is going to take your master from you today?
Elisha
Yes I know, but do not speak of it.

Elijah
Stay here Elisha, the Lord has sent me to Jericho.

Elisha
As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.

Prophets of Jericho
Do you know that the Lord is going to take your master from you today?
Elisha
Yes I know, but do not speak of it.

Elijah
Stay here, the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.

Elisha
As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.
(They walk on, followed by the Prophets of Jericho, until they reach the Jordan)

Elijah
See, Elisha, here is the Jordan.  Watch while I roll up my cloak and strike the water with it.

Elisha
(Amazed)  The water is dividing and we can walk on.

(Prophets of Jericho wait at the Jordan)

Elijah
Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?
Elisha
Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit.

Elijah
You have asked a difficult thing yet if you see me when I am taken from you it will be yours - otherwise not.

(As they walk along a chariot of fire appears and separates them and Elijah goes in the whirlwind)
Elisha
My father!  My father!  The chariots and horsemen of Israel!
(Elisha tears his clothes and picks up Elijah's cloak that had fallen)
Let me go back to the Jordan the way I have come.
(He goes back to the Jordan where the Prophets of Jericho are waiting)
I will strike the water as Elijah did.
(He rolls up the cloak and strikes the water)
Where now is the Lord, the God of Elijah?
(The water divides)

Prophets of Jericho
The water has divided.  The spirit of Elijah is resting on Elisha.

THE END
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