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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Goliath (voice only)

· Eliab, Abinadab and Shammah (David’s brothers)

· David

· 2 Soldiers

· Saul, Abner and Jonathan

· Narrator

· Michal

· 3 men

· Abishai

· Bystanders

Scene 1: At the battle-front

The 3 brothers stand together on one side, the 2 soldiers on the other, but all stare in the direction of Goliath’s voice

Goliath
Choose a man and let him come down to me.  If he can kill me, we will be your servants.  If I kill him, you shall be our servants.

Eliab
Look at him, strutting up and down in the valley.

Abinadab
Why doesn’t someone do something about him?

Shammah
Well why don’t you?

Abinadab
Me!  Just look at the size of the man!  Nine foot tall if he’s an inch.

Eliab
And all that armour and the length of his spear.  You’d never get near him.

Shammah
Somebody ought to do something.  We’ve been here nearly six weeks.

Enter David, bag slung at his waist and carrying a sling.  He approaches his brothers

David
Greetings, brothers.  How are you?  Father sent me to see how you are getting on.  He sent you some food, too.  I’ve left it with the stores keeper.

Eliab
As you see, we are well.

Abinadab
But tired of staying here doing nothing.

Goliath
Give me a man and let us fight together.

David
What’s that?

Eliab
Nothing to do with you.

David goes to the 2 soldiers
David
Who does this Philistine think he is, defying God’s armies?  What will be done for the man who kills him?

Soldier 1
The king will give him his daughter in marriage.

Soldier 2
And his family won’t have to pay taxes any more.

Eliab goes across to David and takes hold of him by the shoulder

Eliab
Why have you come here and what have you done with those few sheep you should be minding?  I know you – you’ve come to watch the battle.

David
Now what have I done?  Can’t I even speak?

Abinadab
Look out – here’s the king coming.

Exit Eliab, Abinadab and Shammah.  Enter Saul, Abner and Jonathan, wearing helmets and  breastplates and carrying swords.  The 2 soldiers come smartly to attention and stand behind them.  David comes and bows to Saul
David
O king, don’t let anybody be afraid of this Philistine.  I’ll go and fight him.

Saul
You can’t go.  You’re only a boy and he’s been a soldier since his youth.

David
My lord, I’m a shepherd.  When a lion or a bear came to take a sheep, I killed it.  God will make this Philistine like one of them.  He saved me from the lion and the bear and he will save me from the giant.

Saul
Well then, go and the Lord be with you.

Jonathan
Father, he can’t go unarmed.

Saul
No, he can’t.  Here, boy, take my armour.

Saul takes off his helmet and breastplate and the soldiers put them on David.  David walks up and down a couple of times and then comes back to Saul and begins to take them off.  The soldiers help him
David
I can’t wear them, my Lord.  I’m not used to them.

Saul
Then how will you fight the Philistine?

David
Just with my sling, my Lord, and some smooth pebbles from the brook.

He moves towards the exit
Goliath
Am I a dog that you come at me with sticks?  Come here and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and beasts.

David
You come with sword and spear, but I come in the name of the God of Israel whom you have defied.

David exits, watched by Saul, Abner and Jonathan
Abner
He’ll never do it.

Jonathan
What courage!  But what can he do with just a sling?

Saul
Oh, look at that!  The giant has fallen.

Abner
The lad has some skill with the sling but the Philistine is only stunned.

Saul
(Shouting)  Get his sword, lad.

Jonathan
He’s cut off his head.  (Shouting)  Well done, boy. 
Saul
Abner, whose son is that young man?

Abner
I don’t know, sir.

Saul
Well, find out!

Enter David with Goliath’s sword.  He holds it up then offers it to Saul
Saul
Whose son are you, young man?

David
I am David, the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.

Narrator
So David became a popular hero and in spite of his youth, Saul made him a captain in his army and sent him out on campaigns.  Also, faithful to his promise, he gave David his daughter Michal in marriage.


But Saul became jealous of David.  He heard the women singing, “Saul has slain his thousands and David his tens of thousands”.


This made him furiously angry and he tried to kill David.

Scene 2: David’s house

The scene should resemble a room with a wall each side.  There should be a window with a vertical middle bar in one wall which is big enough and low enough for David to climb through.  At the back is a bed which should be raised up so that it can be seen.  At one end of the bed should be a good-size box.  Michal is sitting sewing.  Enter David

Michal
Oh I’m so glad you’ve got home.  I was getting worried about you.  How is my father?

David
In a very bad mood.  I was playing my harp to soothe him and suddenly he flung his spear at me!

Michal
Oh David, you might have been killed!

David
That is what he intended but I dodged it and came away.

Michal gets up and peers out in the direction from which David entered

Michal
There are 3 of my father’s men out there in the street, watching the house.  You’ll have to get away tonight or they’ll kill you.

David
Look out that way and see if there is anyone there.

Michal goes to the window and looks out

Michal
No, I can’t see anybody.

David
I shall have to go that way then.

Michal
It’s a long drop to the ground.

David
See if you can find a rope.

Michal goes to the box and finds a length of rope.  She gives it to David

David
Yes, that will do.

He ties one end of the rope round the middle bar of the window and throws the other end through it

Michal
Father is going to be very angry.

David
If he blames you, tell him I said I’d kill you if you didn’t let me get away.

Michal
Yes, I will.  Now go, David, while there’s nobody about.

David
I’m sorry to leave you.

Michal
I’m sorry too.  When shall I see you again?

David
I can’t say.  I’ll send word to you if I can.  Goodbye, Michal.

They embrace.  David gets through the window, holding the rope and disappears.  Michal looks out

Michal
Take care.

She turns back to the room hiding her face in her hands.  Then she goes to the bed and the box.  She puts the pillows in the bed and stands back to look at it.  She goes to the box and rummages about till she finds a piece of fur. She arranges this to look like David’s hair.  She stands back again and the audience need to see it too.

There is a loud knocking at the door

Michal
Who is there?

Voice outside
Open up in the king’s name!

Michal lets in the 3 men

1st man
We are sent to bring David to the king.

Michal
He can’t go.  He’s ill in bed.

She points at the bed but is careful to stand between it and the men

2nd man
David!  David!  Can’t he speak to us?

Michal
No, he’s much too ill.  Please don’t disturb him.

3rd man
We’d better go back and tell king Saul.

Exit the 3 men

Michal
(Having made sure they have gone)  They’ll soon be back and find out that I’ve deceived them.  But David has had time to get safely away.

She rearranges the bed, wanders about, tidies up, etc.  After a while the 3 men enter without knocking

1st man
The king says if David can’t leave his bed, we are to take him, bed and all!

They push past Michal and go to the bed

2nd man
Come along, David, the king wants you.

The 3rd man pulls the covers off and the pillows and fur are revealed

3rd man
Oh, it isn’t David.  He’s got away.

1st man
The king isn’t going to like this.

2nd man
Just as well for you, lady, that you’re his daughter.

Michal
(Aside)  But David is safely away.

Narrator
So David became an outlaw, moving about the country from place to place to keep out of Saul’s way.  For a time he lodged in the cave of Adullam and when his brothers and all his father’s house heard it, they went down to him there.  Everyone who was in distress, or in debt, or was discontented, gathered to him and he became captain over them.  There were with him about 400 men.


One day Saul learned that David was in hiding on the hill of Hachilah, so he took 3000 picked men and went to hunt for him, and there he camped.

Scene 3: At the camp

David, Abishai and as many Bystanders as you like are on stage

David
Look across there.  That’s Saul’s army encamped on the hill.

Abishai
Not much movement there.  It looks as if they’re all asleep.

David
They must have set a watch.

1st Bystander
I can’t see any sentries.  I’m sure they’re all sleeping.

2nd Bystander
Let me look.  No, there are no sentries.

Abishai
Whatever can Abner be thinking of not to post sentries?  Anybody could creep in and murder the king.

David
Who will go over to the camp with me?

Abishai
I’ll go.  The Lord has delivered Saul into your hand.  Just let me kill him – I shan’t need to strike twice.

David
No, no.  We mustn’t kill the Lord’s anointed.

David and Abishai exit

1st Bystander
I hope nobody wakes up and sees them.

2nd Bystander
Oh, they’ll be very quiet.  They won’t wake anyone.

1st Bystander
Do you think they will kill the king?

2nd Bystander
No, you heard what David said.

1st Bystander
Yet the king is always trying to kill him.

2nd Bystander
But Saul is still the Lord’s anointed.

1st Bystander
I wish David was our king.

2nd Bystander
He will be one day.  Look, they’re coming back.

Enter David and Abishai.  David carries a spear and Abishai a jar

1st Bystander
You’ve got back safely.  Didn’t anyone wake?

David
Not one of them.  They were all asleep.  But I’m going to wake them now.       (He shouts)  Abner!  Abner!

Abishai
Still asleep.

David
Abner!  Can’t you answer, Abner?

Abner
Who is that calling?

David
Aren’t you a brave man!  Why didn’t you keep watch over the king?  You deserve to die for not keeping watch over your lord.  Now see where the king’s spear is and the jar of water that was by his head.

David holds up the spear and Abishai the jar.  Saul and Abner come into view

Saul
Is that your voice, David my son?

David
It is my voice, my lord king.  What have I done wrong that you hunt me like a partridge in the mountains?  I could have killed you as you lay asleep but I wouldn’t harm the Lord’s anointed.

Saul
I have done wrong, David my son.  I’ve been a fool.  Come back to me and I won’t harm you any more.

Abishai
Don’t trust him, David.

David
Here is your spear, O king.  Let one of your young men come over and fetch it.  And as your life was precious to me, so let my life be precious to you.

Saul
Bless you, my son David.  You will do great things and be successful.

Saul and Abner exit

Abishai
But I still wouldn’t trust him.

David
No, I think he will soon forget his good intentions.

Narrator
So David remained an outlaw until the death of Saul.  Then the tribe of Judah made him their king and after reigning over them in Hebron for seven and a half years, he became king over the whole nation.

THE END

