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Characters (in order of appearance)

· David

· Sheep

· Narrator

· Abinadab, Eliab, Shammah, Nathanael, Ozem, Raddai

· Jesse

· Samuel

· Goliath
· Saul

· Jonathan

· Soldiers

· Armour-bearer

· Rebecca

· Ruth

** Song 1 – David’s Story

Scene 1:   On the hillside


David and sheep on stage

Narrator
A long time ago, in the land of Israel, lived a shepherd boy called David.  His job was to look after his father’s sheep.  Every day he had to be out in the open, wandering over the hills with his flocks.  Usually he was all on his own and to while away the time, he would play on his harp and sing to himself.

** Song 2 – Shepherd Boy

David
Come along, my little ones.  I think we’re going to have a storm.  Let’s go and find somewhere safe to shelter.
Exit David, followed by sheep, baaing
Narrator
At this time, the king of Israel was Saul but King Saul was not a good king and the Lord God decided that he should no longer be king.  But Samuel the prophet was very upset by this and God said to him, “How long will you grieve over Saul, seeing I have rejected him from being king over Israel?  Fill your horn with oil and go, I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king from among his sons”.
(Pause)
So Samuel travelled to Bethlehem and the elders of Bethlehem trembled at his coming.  He made straight for the house of Jesse.

** Song 3 – I’ve gotta find a king here (first part only, no chorus)

Scene 2:  Jesse’s house


Brothers relaxing at home.  Abinadab rushes in
Abinadab
Quickly!  Where’s Father?  Samuel is here!
All jump up in alarm

Eliab
It can’t be – not the Samuel?
Abinadab
Yes, the Lord’s prophet!
Shammah
What can he want with us?  Have we done anything wrong?
Nathanael
Eliab, you’re the eldest – you must greet him.

Eliab
No, I can’t.  I fear him.  Run and fetch Father quickly, he’ll greet him.

Nathanael
Yes, that’s the best thing to do.  I’ll go now.

Nathanael runs off shouting “Father”.  Door knocking sounds from wing.  Enter Jesse with son from opposite wing

Abinadab
(In loud whisper)  Father, Samuel is here.  He’s just outside.

Jesse
Yes, yes, alright my sons.  I’ll greet him.  Show him in, Ozem.

Ozem
Yes, Father.

Exit Ozem

Jesse
We shall soon know why he has come.

Enter Samuel with Ozem

Jesse
Shalom, Samuel.  Welcome to my house.

Samuel
Shalom, Jesse.  The Lord bless you and your house this day.

Jesse
Sit down and rest.  (Shouts)  Fetch refreshments, Raddai.

Raddai goes out and returns with goblet

Samuel
No, Jesse.  I will not sit until I have met all your sons.  The Lord has chosen one of them to be the future king of Israel.  I have come to anoint him.

Jesse
(Bowing)  It is the Lord.  His will be done.  You shall meet my sons at once.

** Song 3 – I’ve gotta find a king here, continued

During song, sons pass before Samuel.  He shakes his head at each one.  David enters at appropriate time during song.  David is anointed during last chorus

All exit

Narrator
Soon war came to Israel, their enemy being the Philistine army.  But worse than that … the Philistines had a champion, a giant of a man called Goliath.

** Song 4 – Nine feet tall (chorus only)

Narrator
And Goliath shouted a challenge to Israel morning and evening, but all Israel was afraid.
Then David visited his three brothers who were in Saul’s army, bringing food from their father Jesse.
Scene 3:  Saul’s Camp


Abinadab, Shammah, Eliab on stage.  Enter David

David
God be with you, dear brothers.  I have brought food from our father.

Shammah
Is our father well?

David
Yes, but he longs for news about you all.

Loud horn blows from wings

David
Whatever does that mean?

Goliath
(Shouting from wings)  I defy the ranks of Israel this day.  Give me a man that we may fight together.  If he is able to fight with me and kill me, we will be your servants.  If I kill him, you shall be our servants.  Choose a man that we may fight.  Choose!
Eliab
That’s Goliath, the Philistine giant.  He’s been shouting that, morning and evening, for forty days.
David
Why doesn’t anyone answer him?
Abinadab
I wonder you need to ask!

Shammah
Everyone is afraid!
David
(Shouting)  I’m not afraid.  I will fight him!

Enter Saul, Jonathan and Soldiers
Saul
What was that I heard?  Who said he would fight the giant?
David
(Kneeling)  I did, my Lord.

Eliab
(Crossly)  Don’t be so stupid!  What are you doing here anyway?  Who’s minding the sheep?

David
My lord, I have often had to defend my sheep against lions and bears.  The Lord God who saved me from them will save me from this Philistine too.

Saul
Very well, but you had better wear my armour.  (Gives some of it to David)
David
I can’t go with this, I am not used to armour.  (Gives them back)
Saul
Go then, and the Lord be with you.

All exit

Narrator
And David chose five smooth stones from the brook and put them in his bag and with his sling in his hand, he went to meet Goliath.

Scene 4:  The Fight
Enter Goliath with Armour-bearer, to suitable music

Goliath
(Shouting)  Choose a man for yourselves!  Give me a man this day that we may fight!  I defy the armies of Israel this day.

Enter David

Goliath
Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?  Ha! Ha! Ha!  Come to me and I will give your flesh to the birds and beasts of the field.

David
You come to me with a sword and a spear, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of Hosts, who will deliver you into my hands.

David swings sling.  Goliath screams out with hand to head and falls to ground.  Armour-bearer runs off.  David cuts off head and holds it up.  Cheering from everyone
David
Goliath is dead!
** Song 4 – Nine feet tall

Narrator
The news of Goliath’s death travelled quickly and David was a national hero, and was greeted everywhere with rejoicing.

Scene 5:

Enter two women of Israel

Rebecca
Have you heard the wonderful news?

Ruth
Yes, how brave David is!  And how merciful is the Lord our God to save us.

** Song 5 – Saul has slain his thousands (Sing Hosanna 2, song 10)
Enter girls who dance to Havah Nagila.  Enter a furious Saul during the dance.  Exit dancers.  Enter Jonathan and Soldiers

Saul
Did you hear that?  How dare they!  Ten thousand men indeed!

Jonathan
It wasn’t David boasting.  It was only the women.

Saul
That’s right!  Side with him.  Side with him against your own father. Typical!

Jonathan
No, father, you don’t understand.

Saul
I do understand.  He’ll have your throne, my son!  (Pauses and thinks)  He may have slain his ten thousands, but he’s signed his own death warrant.  I want him hunted … I want him killed!
Exit Saul and Soldiers, Saul shouting, “Ten thousands indeed, I’ll show him ten thousands!  Jonathan is joined on stage by David

** Song 6 – David and Jonathan were friends

Jonathan
David, you’re in terrible danger.  My father has ordered you to be killed.

David
Why? What have I done wrong?

Jonathan
The king is eaten up with jealousy because of your fame and success.

David
Whatever shall I do?

Jonathan
You must run away and hide, dear brother.

David
Then it’s farewell.  I fear we may not meet again.  (They embrace)

Jonathan
We shall meet again in God’s mercy.
Exit both to opposite sides.  Both turn and wave
Narrator
Poor Jonathan died in battle against the Philistines and King Saul, grievously wounded, fell upon his own sword and died.

Enter all cast
Narrator
And all Israel gathered together to make David king at Hebron.  And they anointed David king over Israel, according to the word of the Lord.

Various members of the cast shout:

Take the throne,David
Israel needs you
The Lord has appointed you king
Take the throne and reign
etc

** Song 8 – I’ll be a shepherd king 
THE END
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