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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator

· Daniel
· Hananiah/Shadrach

· Mishael/Meshach

· Azariah/Abednego

· Prince Ashpenez

· Melzar
· Nebuchadnezzar
· Neb’s Servant

· Neb’s Queen

· Wise Men 1-3
· Scribe
· Lords 1-7
· Belshazzar

· Bel’s Servant

· Bel’s Queen

· Darius
· Guard

· Lions

Introduction
** SONG 1 - He’s got the whole world in his hands, chorus twice, clapping 2nd time
Narrator
Our play this year tells the story of Daniel and his three friends, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, who although they were only young when taken captive to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar, obeyed the commandments of the God of heaven before those of men.  And God was with them and blessed them.

** SONG 1 continued - verse and chorus
Narrator
Then King Nebuchadnezzar commanded that for three years the best of the children of Israel in wisdom and knowledge, should be chosen for the king’s service and be taught the language and learning of the Chaldeans.  He commanded also that those chosen should be fed from the king’s table.
Among those chosen were Daniel and his 3 friends.
And Daniel had heard the king’s decrees concerning what was to happen.

Scene 1 - A house in Babylon

(Enter Daniel)

Daniel
I can’t do it!  I JUST CAN’T!  I CANNOT DEFILE MYSELF BY EATING THE KING’S MEAT OR DRINKING HIS WINE.  The law of our God forbids it!

(Enter three friends)

Hananiah
Shalom, Daniel.  We’ve been looking for you everywhere.  We’ve been having a serious discussion and we want to know what you think.

Mischael
We really are very worried.

Daniel
Hm, I know what’s worrying you all.  It’s the king’s commandment, isn’t it?

Mischael
You’re telling me!

Azariah
It’s very serious.  We knew that you would be thinking about it too.

Daniel
(shaking his head)  WE MUST NOT DEFILE OURSELVES!  WE MUST NOT!

Hananiah
But how can we get out of it?

Mischael
It is the king’s command – our very lives could be in danger!

Daniel
God’s commands come first, my friends.  We must trust that He will supply us with all our needs.

** SONG 2 - The Lord is my Shepherd, I’ll walk with Him always

(All freeze)
Narrator
Then the prince of the eunuchs gave a new name to the 4 young men.
To Daniel
Belteshazzar
To Hananiah
Shadrach
To Mishael
Meshach
To Azariah
Abednego
And God caused the prince to show favour and sympathy to them.

(Un-freeze.  Enter Prince Ashpenez and Melzar)
Daniel
(bows)  Shalom, my Prince.

Prince
Daniel, I hear that there is a problem with your food.  Tell me what’s wrong, perhaps I can do something about it.

Daniel
My Lord, we cannot eat the king’s meat.  It is forbidden by the law of our God.

Prince
(shouts)  But the king has commanded it!  WE DARE NOT DISOBEY HIM!

Daniel
But couldn’t we just have vegetables and water instead?

Prince
NO, NO, IT’S IMPOSSIBLE!  I COULD LOSE MY HEAD OVER THIS!  You can’t look thinner than the others.

Melzar
Oh, what a worry.

Prince
Yes, and I don’t think I can stand it!  Melzar, you’re in charge here, you must sort something out.  THE DANGER!  I KNOW THE DANGER!

Melzar
I’ll try, my lord Prince  ….  I’ll try!

(Exit Prince)

Meshach
Please let us try vegetables and water.  It will be alright.

Abednego
Yes, we’ll be fine  ….  Really.

Shadrach
What if we tried it for a short while  ….  To see what happens?

Daniel
Yes, what about ten days?  Please, Melzar.

Melzar
(strokes beard and thinks)  Hm  ….  Very well.  Ten days it is.  Not a minute more.  And I hope things work out  ….  For all our sakes!

All youths together
Thank you / you won’t regret it / it will be fine / etc

Melzar
I need my head examined.  Come to think of it, I might not have a head in ten days time!

(All exit)

Narrator
At the end of the ten days the four young men looked healthier and fitter than those who had eaten of the royal food and they were allowed to continue to eat the food of their choice.
And to Daniel and his three friends, God gave knowledge and understanding ten times above that of the wise men of Chaldea.

** REPEAT SONG 2 - The Lord is my Shepherd, I’ll walk with Him always

Narrator
In the second year of his reign, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had dreams and his mind was so troubled that he could not sleep.
Scene 2 - Nebuchadnezzar’s Palace

(Enter Neb and Neb’s Servant)

King Neb
INSOMNIA!  Isn’t that what they call it?  It sounds right for the way I feel  ….  INSOMNIA!
Neb’s Servant
Yes, yes, my Lord King.

King Neb
Yes, yes?  What do you know about it, you fool!

Neb’s Servant
No, no, my Lord King!

(Enter Neb’s Queen)

Neb’s Queen
Shouting again, dear?  Not good for the blood pressure, you know.

King Neb
Well, I can’t sleep.  Worse, I’ve had a strange dream.  Worse still, I can’t even remember what I dreamt!

Neb’s Queen
But that sort of thing happens to me all the time.  I can’t see why you’re getting into such a state about a silly dream!

King Neb
That’s just it!  It wasn’t silly  …. It seemed very important  ….  Only I just can’t remember it!

Neb’s Queen
So why don’t you call in the magicians and wise men?  They can sort it out for you.  That’s what we pay them for!

King Neb
You’re right!  Good idea, darling!  Send for them now.

Neb’s Queen
GO  ….  Call the wise men and magicians  ….  And be quick about it!

Neb’s Servant
Yes, yes, my Lord  ….  Er  ….  Queen.

(Exit Neb’s Servant)

King Neb
(walking to front of stage)  A dream, a strange dream.  I have never dreamt like this before.

** SONG 3 - Dreams

(Enter Wise Men and Neb’s Servant, all bow)
King Neb
I have had a dream which troubles me greatly and I want you to tell me what it means.

All Wise Men
(shout)  O King, live for ever!  (bow again)
WM 1
Tell us the dream, O King, and we will tell you the interpretation of it.

King Neb
Unfortunately for you, I can’t remember what I dreamt  ….  So you’ll have to tell me that as well.
WM 2
But that’s impossible, Your Majesty!  Nobody could tell you what you’ve dreamed  ….  IT’S IMPOSSIBLE!

King Neb
I’ll tell you this, whoever tells me the dream and its meaning will be greatly honoured.
WM 3
(kneeling)  But, Great One, what the king asks of us is too hard.

Neb’s Queen
You claim mystical powers, now prove yourselves!

King Neb
And here’s a little incentive for you  ….  If you can’t tell me the dream, I shall have you CUT IN PIECES!  Now GET OUT!
(shouts)  Scribe!
(All Wise Men exit hurriedly.  Enter Scribe)

King Neb
Scribe, send out a decree  ….  That all wise men are to be KILLED!

Scribe
Yes, yes, my Lord King.  At once.

(Exit Scribe)

Neb’s Queen
You’re quite right to get rid of them, dear.  They’re utterly useless  ….  Always have been.  Now come and rest.

(All exit)

Narrator
So the decree went out to put all the wise men to death.  And Daniel asked why such a harsh decree should be made and when he knew the whole matter he went to the king and asked for some time.

(Enter Daniel and three friends)


Then Daniel and his friends prayed earnestly to God that He would reveal the dream and the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision.  Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven saying ….
Daniel
Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever, for wisdom and might are His.

Shadrach
He changes times and seasons.  He removes kings and sets up kings.

Meshach
He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding.

Abednego
He reveals deep and mysterious things.  He knows what is in the darkness and the light dwells with Him.

Daniel
I thank thee and praise thee, O God of my fathers, for thou hast made known to us the king’s matter.
**SONG 4 - I thank thee and praise thee

(Exit Daniel and three friends)
Scene 3 - Nebuchadnezzar’s Palace
(Enter King Neb and Neb’s Queen)

(Enter Neb’s Servant and bows)
Neb’s Servant
Your Majesty, we have found among the exiles of Judah a man who can interpret your dream.

King Neb
Send for him at once.

(Exit Neb’s Servant)

Neb’s Queen
I hope this man is genuine.  Perhaps you’ll be able to get a good night’s sleep at last.

(Enter Daniel and Neb’s Servant, both bow)

King Neb
Come near.  Can you tell me what I dreamt  ….  And what the dream means?

Daniel
No man can do that, my Lord King, but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries.  He has made known to you what will be in the latter days.


You, O King, saw a great image which was very bright and had a fierce-looking face.  Its form was TERRIBLE!

(All freeze)

(During next narration, play music and build the image)

Narrator
The head of this image was fine gold.
The breast and the arms of silver.
The belly and the thighs of brass.
The two legs of iron.
And the feet of iron and clay.

As you watched, a small stone was cut out without hands and it hit the image on its feet and it was broken in pieces.  The wind came and it was all blown away.  Then the stone became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

Then Daniel told the king the interpretation.

Daniel
You, O King, are this head of gold.
After you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours.
Then yet another kingdom of bronze.
Then there shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron.
After that shall be a divided kingdom.  Just as the feet were part iron and part clay, some will be strong and some weak.
Finally, as the stone broke the image, so God will break the nations.


The great God has shown you what will be, for the dream is certain and the interpretation sure.

**SONG 5 - In the days of these kings

King Neb
(falls on his face)  Truly your god is God of gods and Lord of kings.  You shall be ruler over the whole province of Babylon.  Many gifts shall be yours.

(Exit Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar, then others)

Narrator
And Daniel made a request to the king that he appoint Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego over the affairs of the province of Babylon.  But Daniel remained in the king’s court.


Some time later, Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold.  He set it up and commanded all the nobility of the land to come to the dedication of the image.  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were also commanded to attend but they remembered the law of their God:
Thou shalt have no other gods before me
Thou shalt not bow down thyself, nor serve them.

Scene 4 - Babylon
(Enter Wise Men and the three friends)

(Enter Scribe)

Scribe
To you it is commanded, all people, that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, you are to fall down and worship the golden image.  Anyone who does not will be cast into the fiery furnace.

(Exit Scribe.  Sound of music – all bow down at once except the three friends)

WM 1
Have you noticed those three over there?  They didn’t bow down.

WM 2
You know who they are, don’t you?  It’s those Hebrews that the king promoted.

WM 3
Perhaps we can make trouble for them.

WM1
Trouble in the form of a fiery furnace.

(They all laugh)

WM2
Yes, we’ve only got to tell the king.  I think he ought to know.

WM 3
I think we have a duty to tell.

(Exit three friends.  Enter King Neb)

(Horn, etc, sounds and all bow to the image again)
King Neb
Hm, glad to see that everyone is obeying my latest decree.

WM 2
But  ….  There are certain Jews who you have appointed over the affairs of Babylon.  These men paid no heed to your wise decree.

WM 3
Are you going to throw them into your furnace?

WM 1
Like you said in your wise decree.

King Neb
AM I?  I’LL SAY THAT I AM.  HOW DARE THEY!  BRING THEM TO ME!

(Exit WM 1 and returns with the three friends.  They all bow)

King Neb
Is it true that you do not serve my gods nor worship the golden image?  Now, when you hear the music, bow down and if you don’t, I will have you burned alive!

Shadrach
We can only serve the one true God of heaven.

Meshach
We cannot bow down to idols.

King Neb
Who is the god that can deliver you out of my hands?

Abednego
Our God whom we serve is able to save us from the fiery furnace.

Shadrach
But even if he doesn’t, be it known, O King, we will not bow down to the golden image nor serve your gods  …  Not ever!

King Neb
(shouts)  Away with them  ….  Heat the furnace seven times hotter  ….  Bind them and throw them in!

(Wise Men take the three friends away, then exit King Neb)
**SONG 6 - There were three in the fiery furnace
Narrator
Then when Nebuchadnezzar saw that the three men were loosed and walking in the furnace and that there was a fourth man, like unto the son of God, in the furnace with them, he commanded that the three faithful Hebrews be brought out.  He blessed the God of heaven, who had sent His angel and delivered His servants who had trusted in Him.

Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and commanded that anyone who spoke against the God of the three men should be cut in pieces!  For he realised that no other god could deliver men in this way.

(Daniel now needs to be aged or a different child could play the part from here on)

Narrator
Many years later, as Daniel grew older, Belshazzar the king, Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson, held a great feast for a thousand of his lords and they all drank much wine.

Scene 5 - Belshazzar’s Palace
(Enter Lords 3, 5 & 7 and ‘party’.  Enter Belshazzar and Bel’s Servant.  Lords bow drunkly.  Belshazzar sits and Bel’s Servant gives him wine – could taste it first?)
Belshazzar
Hm, delectable.  A fine choice for a fine occasion.
Lord 3
A fine king making a fine choice, O Great One.
Belshazzar
Praise to the gods of Babylon!
All shout
Praise to the gods of Babylon!
(Raise glasses, etc)

Belshazzar
More wine  ….  New goblets  ….  Something different this time.

Lord 7
How about something from your grandfather’s treasure store?  The spoils of his magnificent conquests!

Belshazzar
Yes  ….  There is something  ….
(To Bel’s Servant)  Bring to me the vessels that King Nebuchadnezzar took from the Temple of the Jews in Jerusalem.

(Exit Bel’s Servant)

Lord 3
O genius of geniuses – you are surely inspired by the gods!

Lord 5
But I fear that those holy vessels should not be touched.  The God of the Hebrews may be offended.  Remember, O King, your grandfather once praised and extolled this God.

Belshazzar
NONSENSE!  Bring the vessels at once.  Who is greater than the gods of Babylon?

(Enter Bel’s Servant with the vessels and hands them out)

Belshazzar
Praise to the gods of Babylon!
All shout
Praise to the gods of Babylon!
(Eerie music and lights – writing on wall special effect, with projector?)

Lord 7
What’s that?

(All gasp and act scared)

Belshazzar
(shouts)  Make it go away!  I cannot bear to look.

(All freeze)

Narrator
Then the king cried out and was terrified.  His knees knocked against each other.  He called the wise men and astrologers and promised that whoever could tell him the meaning of the writing, would be greatly rewarded.  Even so much as being the third in the kingdom.  All the wise men came in but they could not read the writing.  The king became more terrified and his face became more pale.
(Un-freeze)

(Enter Bel’s Queen)

Bel’s Queen
What’s all this commotion?  You’ve disturbed my evening stroll in the Hanging Gardens.  Belshazzar, what’s wrong?  You look like you’ve seen a ghost!

Belshazzar
A hand  ….  It was a hand.  Look what it wrote.  LOOK!

Lord 3
It just appeared, Your Highness, out of nowhere.

Belshazzar
There’s no help for me.  My wise men have failed me.  I’m so afraid!

Bel’s Queen
Do not despair.  Don’t you remember the Hebrew who once helped your grandfather?  Call for Daniel and he will tell you what the writing means.

Belshazzar
Call this Daniel, without delay.

(Exit Bel’s Servant, returning with Daniel)

Belshazzar
Are you Daniel?

Daniel
I am, Your Majesty.  What do you desire of me?

Belshazzar
Can you read this writing?  I shall reward you greatly if you can.

Daniel
Keep your gifts for yourself or let someone else have them.  But I will read the writing and tell you what it means.  Your grandfather’s pride was humbled by the God of heaven but you have not humbled yourself, even though you knew this.


You have defied the God of heaven and have defiled the holy vessels of His house.

(He turns to look at the wall)


The writing reads Mene Mene Tekel Upharsin.
Mene – God has numbered your kingdom and finished it.
Tekel – You are weighed in the balance and found wanting.
Upharsin – Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.
Narrator
And in that very night was King Belshazzar slain and the kingdom was taken by Darius the Mede.

(All exit to dramatic music)

Narrator
Then the new king Darius set 120 princes over the whole kingdom and over these, three presidents, of whom Daniel was the first.
And Daniel was preferred above everyone, because an excellent spirit was in him.  But before long, jealousy filled the minds of the other presidents and princes and Daniel was soon in danger!

Scene 6 - The outer court of the palace
(Enter Lords 1 – 7)

Lord 1
The king won’t see me, again, but he’s seen Daniel twice today already.

Lord 2
We just can’t get near him these days.  All he wants to do is chat with WONDERFUL Daniel.

Lord 4
Yes, and I’m sick to death of it.  What has he ever done to be so popular?

Lord 2
More than you know, my friend, more than you know!
Lord 5
He’s so perfect, never does anything wrong.  If only we could catch him out.

Lord 6
Well, there’s always the way he worships his God.  That’s the most important thing in his life.  MORE important than the king.

Lord 7
Interesting.  That is how we are going to get him then  …. Very interesting.

Lord 1
Here comes the king now.

(Enter Darius, all bow)

Lord 2
A word with you, my Lord King.

Darius
Not now, not now.  I’m going to an important meeting with Daniel.

Lord 6
Surprise, surprise!

Lord 2
My Lord King, we want you to sign a decree – that no-one can ask anything of any god or man, except yourself, for thirty days.

Lord 4
And anyone who disobeys shall be thrown into the lions’ den.

Darius
Very well, very well.  Send it to me to sign.  Now I must go.

(Exit Darius)

All Lords
Now we’ve got him / aha aha / let’s catch him at his prayers / etc.

(All exit)

Narrator
Now when Daniel heard that the decree had been signed, he went into his house and opened his window towards Jerusalem.  He kneeled down and prayed, as he did three times a day, and always had done.
(Enter Daniel and kneels down at window to pray)
**SONG 7 - Daniel was a man of prayer

(Enter Lords 1, 2, 4 & 6 and look up at window.  Daniel finishes praying and closes window)
Lord 1
Now we’ve got him.  We all saw him praying to his God.

Lord 2
I hope the lions are feeling hungry.

(Enter Darius, all bow)

Lord 4
Didn’t you sign a decree, that the only petitions allowed are those made to you?

Lord 6
Was it not for thirty days, O King?

Darius
(impatiently)  Yes, yes, you all know very well that I did.  What of it?

Lord 1
And the law of the Medes and Persians cannot be changed?

Darius
What is all this leading to?  Of course the law cannot be changed.

Lord 4
Daniel does not regard your decree.  He still prays to his God three times a day .

Darius
O Daniel, what have I done?  What have I done?

Lord 6
The decree also says that anyone who disobeys shall be thrown to the lions.
Darius
O Daniel.  No, I was tricked into this.  What can I do?  Leave me, all of you, I must have time to think.  There must be a way out.

(All exit except Darius)

Narrator
Then the King was very sorry and tried very hard to save poor Daniel.  But he could not change his decree and so he commanded that Daniel be thrown to the lions.

(Enter Daniel and Guard from one side.  Enter Lions from other side)
Darius
Daniel, your God who you continually serve, He will deliver you from the lions.

(Guard pushes Daniel into the den)

Narrator
And a stone was brought to the mouth of the lions’ den and the king sealed it with his royal seal.  He went back to his palace and spent the night fasting.  No music was allowed to soothe him and he could not sleep.  Then early next morning, the king left the palace and ran to the lions’ den.
Darius
Daniel!  Daniel, servant of the living God – is your God able to save you from the lions?
Daniel
O King, live for ever.  My God has sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths.  For I was innocent before Him and also before you, O King.

Darius
Take him out of the den, quickly!  Let those who accused him falsely be thrown to the lions instead.  Come Daniel, I have more decrees to make.

(All exit)
Narrator
Then Darius made another decree that everyone should reverence the God of Daniel, for he said, He is the only living God and his kingdom shall never be destroyed and his dominion shall never end.


So Daniel prospered because he obeyed the commandments of his God before those of men.  Even though he faced many dangers, his God saved him from all those who wanted to harm him.
**SONG 8 - Dare to be a Daniel
THE END
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