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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator Scenes 1 & 2/Bel’s Queen
· Servant 4/Wise Man 2/Prince 1

· Servant 5/Wise Man 3/Prince 2

· Servant 6/Wise Man 6/ Narrator Scene 4
· Ashpenaz/Arioch/Lord 1
· Daniel (young and old)
· Shadrach/Belshazzar
· Meshach/Darius
· Abednego/Lord 2
· Nebuchadnezzar/Narrator Scene 3
· Servant 1/Lord 5

· Servant 2/Lord 4
· Neb’s Queen/Angel
· Wise Man 1/Prince 3

· Wise Man 4/Lord 6

· Wise Man 5/Lord 3

· Scribe/Servant 3 (Bel’s servant)
· Lions

Scene 1 – On the outskirts of Babylon
(Bench with blanket over on left hand side at back, palm tree stuck to wall on right hand side)
Narrator
Many, many years ago, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon attacked Jerusalem.  He took the king of Judah captive and all the precious contents of the Lord’s temple were brought to Babylon.

(Servants 4, 5 & 6 walk across stage from right to left carrying gold and silver cups and bowls)


Nebuchadnezzar also took captive the best of the young Israelite men, those who were good-looking, intelligent and well-born.  These men were to spend three years being trained to enter the king’s service.

(Ashpenaz leads Daniel and the three friends onto the stage from right.  They are linked by ropes around their wrists and look tired)
Daniel
May we rest?

Shadrach
We have walked many miles.

Ashpenaz
I suppose so.  You’ll be no good to the king if you’re worn out – you can have  5 minutes.

Daniel
Thank you.

(They sit down, heads in hands)

**SONG – By the Waters of Babylon

Narrator
Daniel and three of his friends were among those chosen.  These four men put the commandments of God before those of men and God was with them, giving them knowledge and understanding.  (They stand up to go)
Ashpenaz
Right, you four, you’re to be given good Babylonian names.  Now, are you Daniel?  You’re to be called Belteshazzar.  (Slips the rope off Daniel’s wrist and pointing to each of the others in turn, says)
You – Shadrach, you’re to be Meshach and you’ll be Abednego.
(Releases them and hands each a scroll to look at)
Narrator
The four friends soon showed that they had ten times the intelligence and judgement of the Babylonian wise men.  Nebuchadnezzar was pleased to take them into his service.
(Fanfare as Nebuchadnezzar and his 2 Servants come on from left.  The 5 men on stage each bow to him and leave stage to left)
Neb
I think I shall go to bed now.

Servant 1
As you wish, your Majesty.  (Removes Neb’s cloak)
Servant 2
May your Majesty have pleasant dreams.  (Hands Neb a night-cap)
(Neb gets into bed)

Servants 1 & 2
Long live the King.

(They leave, bowing.  Lights dim)

Narrator
One night Nebuchadnezzar does not sleep at all well.
**SONG – Dream song

(Neb is tossing and turning in bed.  Lights up.  Queen enters right)
Queen
Hello dear.  Did you sleep well?

Neb
Sleep well!  I’ve hardly slept at all!
Queen
I’ve told you about having cheese for supper, you always get indigestion.
Neb
Don’t be ridiculous woman, I had a dream and it worried me.

Queen
Oh well, what was the dream about?

Neb
That’s the trouble.  I don’t know, I can’t remember!

Queen
O that’s wonderful!  He lies awake all night worrying about a dream he can’t even remember.  I still think it was the cheese.

Neb
(getting angry)  I know this dream was important.  I’ve got to find out what it meant, send for the wise men.

Queen
(shouts off stage)  Fetch the wise men.  (To King)  Now do stop fretting, darling!  We’ll soon get this sorted out.

(Arioch leads on 6 Wise Men from left)

Arioch
Your Majesty, the wise men you requested.

All Wise Men
Long live the King.  (Each bows to the king in turn)
Neb
I’ve had a dream.  You’re to tell me what it means at once.

WM 1
Tell us your dream, O King, and we will tell you the meaning.

Neb
I can’t remember the dream.
WM 2
But we can’t help you then.
Neb
Aren’t you supposed to be wise men?  Tell me what I dreamt and I will reward you.

WM 3
But that’s impossible.

WM 4
What you ask is too hard.

Neb
You’re useless, all of you, get out.  I’ll have you all cut to pieces!
(shouts)  Scribe, get in here!
(All Wise Men rush off right.  Enter Scribe)

Queen
Calm down, dear.

Neb
Scribe, issue a decree that all wise men are to be KILLED!

Scribe
Yes, yes, my Lord King.  At once.

(Exit Scribe right)

Queen
Have a lie down, this is not good for your blood pressure.

(Queen exits right.  Neb lies down)

Narrator
So the decree went out that all wise men should die.  Daniel asked why such a harsh decree had been made and the scribe explained about the dream.  Daniel asked the king for some time to find out the dream and its meaning.

(Enter Daniel and three friends from left and kneel in prayer)


Then Daniel and his friends prayed to God that He would reveal the dream to them.  That night God revealed the dream to Daniel and Daniel blessed the God of heaven.
Daniel
(jumping up)  Spare the wise men.  I will tell the king his dream.

(Arioch rushes up to him from right)

Arioch
Come with me.  I just hope you get it right or we’re all for the chop.

(Arioch leads Daniel and the friends to Neb.  Wise Men come back on from right to listen.  Queen also returns to stage)

Arioch
O King, live for ever.  I have found one of the Jewish exiles who says he can help you.

**SONG – Daniel, help the king, verse 1
Daniel
Your Majesty, it is not I who reveals your dream but the one true God who has given you a vision of the future.  This is what you dreamt.

(All freeze – quiet music in the background)

Narrator
Reads Daniel 2, verses 31-36 whilst the image gets built and shattered.
(Un-freeze)

Neb
You’re right, you’re right, that is just what I dreamt, but what does it mean?

**SONG – Daniel, help the king, verse 2

Daniel
This is the interpretation, O King.

(All freeze)

Narrator
Reads Daniel 2, verses 37-45 (paraphrased).

Neb
(falls on his face)  Truly your god is God of gods and Lord over kings.  You shall receive many gifts and rule over the whole province of Babylon.

Narrator
At Daniel’s request, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were put in charge of administration in Babylon, while Daniel remained at the king’s court.

(Neb, Queen, Arioch and Daniel leave together right.  Others on stage sit down, pretending to chatter)

Scene 2 – In Babylon

(Image on set)

Narrator
A little later, Nebuchadnezzar made a huge image of gold.
(Enter Scribe)

Scribe
Reads Daniel 3, verses 4-6.

(Crowd gasp and whisper amongst themselves.  Music begins to play and all except Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego prostrate themselves and worship image)

Shadrach
We must not obey this decree.

Meshach
No, God said, ‘Thou shalt have no other gods before me’.

(They walk off left – music stops)

WM 5
Did you see that?  They didn’t bow down!
WM 6
I’ve never liked those Israelites.  Let’s make trouble for them.

(Enter Neb.  Music sounds and all bow to the image again)
Neb
Ah good.  I’m glad to see that everyone is obeying my decree.

WM 1
I’m sorry, O Great King, but there are three Jews who have ignored your command and continue to serve their own God.
Neb
(angrily)  Bring them here at once.  I will not be disobeyed.

(Scribe leaves)

WM 2
Will you throw them in the furnace?

WM 3
Can I watch?

(Scribe returns with the three friends)

Neb
How dare you disobey me.  If you don’t bow to my image right now you will die.
Abednego
We serve only the true God of heaven.

Shadrach
We cannot bow down to idols.

Meshach
Our God can save us from your furnace.

Abednego
But whether he does or not, we will never worship your image.

Neb
Heat the furnace seven times hotter than usual!
(Crowd gasps and pulls back to wall on right)


Bind them and throw them in!

(Exit Neb.  Servants pull them across right.  Red lights and flame effect on left side of stage, other lights down.  Servants push 3 men in then collapse due to heat)
**SONG - There were three in the fiery furnace

(Angel walks in from left and quietly talks to them)
WM 4
I see four men in there.

WM 5
One looks like a god.

WM 6
They’re not burning at all.

Neb
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego – come out.

(They walk towards the king.  Flame effect off.  Others rush to touch them)

WM 1
They don’t even feel warm.

WM 2
Not a hair singed!

WM 3
No smell of burning!

WM 4
Their God has saved them.

Narrator
The Nebuchadnezzar made a new decree that if any man should speak against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego they would be torn in pieces and their property taken from them.
(All leave stage, three friends left, others right)

Scene 3 – Belshazzar’s Palace
(Table and bottles on)

Narrator
Many years passed and Nebuchadnezzar died.  There were short reigns by several kings until a descendant called Belshazzar became the king.  One day he threw a feast for a thousand of his lords at which the wine flowed freely.
(Belshazzar leads on Lords carrying goblets and being noisy and drunk)
Bel
What a wonderful feast, but now to the serious business.  Who can down a goblet of wine the fastest?

(All try, laughing and spluttering)

Lord 1
Finished.
Bel
More wine for the winner.

(One lord falls over, all laugh and shout)

Lord 2
A toast – The King.

All
The King!

Lord 3
A toast to the Queen.

All
The Queen!

Lord 4
A toast to the King’s horse.

All
The Royal Horse!

Bel
Wait, I’ve an idea.  Let’s get the golden cups and bowls that King Nebuchadnezzar took from the Temple in Jerusalem.  We can drink from those.
(Calls to servant off stage)


Fetch the golden cups from the treasury.

Lord 5
Do you think we should?  They were dedicated to the God of the Hebrews.  He may be offended.

Bel
Nonsense!  Who is greater than the gods of Babylon?

(Enter Servant 3 with the cups and bowls and hands them out)

Lord 6
Praise to the gods of Babylon!
All shout
Praise to the gods of Babylon!
(Noise of rushing wind – hand begins writing on wall.  Silence)

Lord 1
(whispering)  What is it?

Bel
Make it go away!  Who wrote it?  What does it mean?
(All shake their heads murmuring, while servants clear tables.  Enter Bel’s Queen from left)

Bel’s Queen
You’re very quiet, I must say.  You do look pale.  Nothing wrong with the food, I hope?
Bel
Look up there, that writing.   A hand appeared from nowhere and wrote it.

Lord 2
No-one knows what it means.
Bel’s Queen
Don’t panic.  Remember Daniel, the Hebrew who helped Nebuchadnezzar?  He’s getting on a bit but he’s still around.  Shall I send for him?
Bel
Oh, yes please, my dear.
(Exit Servant 3, returning with Daniel)

Bel
Please, read the writing and tell me what it means.  You will be richly rewarded.
Daniel
Keep your gifts, I have no need of them, but I will read the words and tell you their meaning.
(All freeze)

You, Belshazzar, knew how Nebuchadnezzar was humbled by the God of heaven, yet you have not humbled yourself.  You have defied the God of heaven and have defiled the holy vessels of His house.


The writing reads Mene Mene Tekel Upharsin.
Mene – God has numbered the days of your kingdom and finished it.
Tekel – You have been weighed in the balance and found wanting.
Upharsin – Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.
(Complete darkness except for the words)

Narrator
That very night King Belshazzar was slain and the kingdom was taken by Darius the Mede.

(Some light.  All exit silently to left.  Table removed.  Daniel goes into small room on right)

Scene 4 – At the court of Darius the Mede
(Lights on, stage empty)

Narrator
The new king Darius set 120 princes over the whole kingdom and over these were three chief ministers.  Daniel was one of these and soon outshone the others with his wisdom and ability.  Darius showed that he favoured Daniel and the other princes became jealous.
(Three Princes enter from left)

Prince 1
I don’t know about you but I’ve had just about enough of Daniel.

Prince 2
We never get to see the king.  He’s too busy with his wonderful Daniel.

Prince 3
There’s Darius now.

(Darius enters from left)


Your Majesty, may I have a word?
Darius
Don’t stop me now.  I have a meeting with Daniel.

(Goes into little room)

Prince 2
See what I mean?

Prince 1
We’ve got to do something.

Prince 3
But what?  He’s so perfect, he never puts a foot wrong.

Prince 2
He’s very religious – I’ve an idea!

(They huddle together, whispering)

Prince 1
Let’s find the king.

(King leaves Daniel’s room, they go over to him)

Narrator
On the suggestion of the princes, Darius made a decree that for thirty days no-one should ask anything of any god or man, except the king himself.  Anyone who disobeyed was to be thrown into a den of lions.


Daniel heard the decree but continued to pray to the God of heaven three times a day.
(King leaves right)
Prince 1
Come on – let’s catch him at it.

(They tiptoe across the stage and watch Daniel’s door.  He comes out and kneels down)

Prince 2
We’ve got him now.  I hope the lions are hungry.

Prince 3
You’re in for it now, Daniel.  Let’s fetch the king.

(Daniel goes back into room.  Princes beckon in the King)
Prince 1
Long live the King!  Remember that decree you made?

Darius
What of it?

Prince 2
It cannot be changed, can it?

Darius
Certainly not.

Prince 3
(smirking)  Daniel still prays to his God three times every day.

Darius
Daniel!  Daniel!  Oh, what have I done?  How can I save him?

Prince 1
The decree must stand.
Darius
I have been tricked.

(Stands still)

Narrator
The King tried hard, but could think of no way of saving Daniel.  So the order was given to throw Daniel into the den of lions.

(They go to Daniel’s room and drag him out)
Darius
Your own God, whom you serve continually, will save you.

(Lights down.  Daniel is pushed to left of stage.  King and Princes exit right)

**SONG – Lions in the Den (to tune of ‘The farmer wants a wife’)

(Lions climb on stage and start circling Daniel, growling.  Angel walks on and touches each lion and they sit still.  Angel leaves)

Narrator
Darius spent the night fasting and worrying about Daniel.  At first light he hurried to the lions’ den.
(Darius enters from right)

Darius
Daniel!  Daniel!  Has your God saved you from the lions?
Daniel
Long live the king.  God sent an angel to shut the mouths of the lions, for I have done no wrong, either to my God or to you.
Darius
Bring him out!  Throw those who accused him to the lions instead.
(Daniel walks out right while Darius pushes the 3 Princes into den.  Lions leap on them)

**SONG - Dare to be a Daniel
(Scribe enters left with decree)

Scribe
Reads Daniel 6, verses 26-27.

(Everyone on stage to sing)

**SONG – God of glory
THE END
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