Birth & early life of Samuel
65
Characters (in order of appearance)

· Elkanah

· Hannah

· Peninnah

· Deborah

· Eli

· Samuel
Scene 1:   Up to the temple
1 Samuel 1 v 1 - 7 

(Rocks for characters to sit on.  Elkanah, Hannah, Peninnah and Deborah on the road to Shiloh.  Intro music - slow walk on, from back of hall)

Elkanah
We have had a good journey this year but we have come far enough.  Let us rest here.  Then we’ll be ready for the last mile or so.
(They sit down)

Peninnah
Remember last year when it rained and was cold?  I nearly froze! Especially those last 10 miles to Shiloh.  It is always cold in the hills of Ephraim.

Elkanah
Yes, it can be a long 20 miles or so to Shiloh sometimes.  Are you comfortable?  Well Hannah, you are looking sad!  Aren’t you looking forward to arriving at Shiloh?

Hannah
Oh yes.  I really enjoy the worship and the blessing of the High Priest.

Elkanah
“The Lord bless you and keep you”.  What about you, Peninnah?

Peninnah
I like the blessing too, it’s the most thrilling part for me.  What’s your favourite part, Elkanah?

Elkanah
I prefer the offerings, always a solemn, thoughtful occasion.  Though I remember last year the priests were very greedy.  They took most of the sacrifice away for themselves.

Hannah
Yes, I remember you telling us about it.

Elkanah
Right, I’m going on to the top of the hill.  Shiloh will be in sight from there.  I’ll wait for you there.

(Exit Elkanah)

Peninnah
I’m looking forward to bringing Zuph, my eldest, next year.  He’ll be 12.  He’s so good - and excited about coming.  Then there’s Shem and Korah.
Hannah
Don’t go on about your boys so.  You have a lovely daughter, Deborah, with us this year.

Peninnah
I know, but it’s sons that are so important.  Don’t forget Zuph is heir to Elkanah.  The boys might grow up to join the choir.  Our family of Zohath has always provided singers.
Hannah
Don’t go on about him!

Peninnah
Wouldn’t it be wonderful!  Zuph leading the choir, Shem and Korah there too!

Hannah
Don’t go on about the boys so much.  You have daughters as well.

Peninnah
Don’t you understand how proud a mother feels?  You have no children of your own, you wouldn’t understand.

Hannah
Oh Peninnah, don’t be unkind.  We have come to worship God, as a family, together.

Peninnah
It’s all very well for you.  You are Elkanah’s favourite.

Hannah
I know Elkanah is kind and understanding, but I do so long for a child of my own.

Deborah
I’m tired of sitting here.  Come on, let’s go!

(Exit Peninnah, Hannah and Deborah.  Rocks off, chair on)
Scene 2:  At the temple
1 Samuel 1 v 8—18

(Eli sitting down, watching Hannah who is very unhappy, tearful)

Hannah
(Pacing)   Why won’t the Lord remember me?  Won’t He look down and see my troubles?  Why does Peninnah have so many children, yet I have none?  Why have I no children?
(Standing and praying)
O Lord, if only you would give me a child.

(Hannah continues in private prayer - lips moving, but no sound)

Eli
I see a woman who has had too much to drink.  Woman, how long are you going to be drunk like this?  Make sure you have no more to drink!   Remember where you are!

Hannah
No, my lord, I am not drunk as you suppose.  Only very sad.

Eli
Sad?  At a time like this?

Hannah
Yes, sad indeed.  I have poured out my heart to the Lord.

Eli
The Lord grant your request.

Hannah
May your handmaiden find grace in your eyes.

Eli
Go in peace.

(Both exit, Hannah smiling.  Chair off, small table and jug on)
Scene 3:  Decision not to go next year
1 Samuel 1 v 19—23
(Elkanah, Hannah & Peninnah at home at Ramah)

Elkanah
Well, it’s time we planned our visit to Shiloh this year.

Peninnah
I’m so excited - Zuph is 12.  It will be his first visit, such an important occasion.

Elkanah
What about you, Hannah, now the Lord has blessed you with Samuel?

Hannah
Not this year, Elkanah, he’s far too young.

Peninnah
But you did make a promise.

Hannah
I know, but I will not go up until he is old enough.  Then I will take him, that he may appear before the Lord and remain there for ever.

Elkanah
Do what seems best, Hannah.  I know you will keep your word.

Peninnah
Come on Elkanah, we will go together this year - Zuph’s year!

(Table off, chair on)
Scene 4:  Given to the Lord
1 Samuel 1 v 24 - 2 v 11

(Elkanah, Hannah, Samuel, and Peninnah at the temple)

Elkanah
Well, this year we are all at Shiloh together again.  It seems ages since you came with us, Hannah, and now Samuel has come too.

Peninnah
Look how tired he is.  He’s far too young!  Silly idea!

Hannah
God has blessed me and I have vowed to give Samuel to God.  I asked God for him - he is His.

Elkanah
And you did name him Samuel - “Asked of God”.

(Enter Eli, sits)

Hannah
As much as I love him, I must give him back to the Lord.  (To Eli)   Oh my lord, as your soul lives, I am the woman who stood by you here, praying to the Lord.

Eli
(Moving forward)   I remember you, I thought you were drunk!

Hannah
This is the child.  I prayed for him and the Lord has given me my petition which I asked of Him.  His name is Samuel.

Eli
That’s a good name.

Hannah
Therefore I have granted him to God.  As long as he lives, he is the Lord’s.

Eli
We must praise the Lord together.  As you have given him to the Lord, I will care for him in my home.

Hannah
My heart rejoices in the Lord. 
My strength is exalted in the Lord. 
I smile at my enemies, because I rejoice in your salvation.
(Table on, chair left on)
Scene 5:  The small coat
1 Samuel 2 v 18—26

(Eli & Samuel at the temple)

Eli
Thank you, Samuel.  In a minute you must go and help prepare the flour for the sacrifice this evening.  Do you know what time of year it is?

Samuel
Is it Passover time?

Eli
Yes, that’s right.  I expect to see your parents again today.
(Enter Elkanah and Hannah, with coat)

Hannah
My lord, you look well.  How soon twelve months have passed.  Hello Samuel!  What new things have you learnt this year?

Samuel
Eli allows me to help him.  I prepare the flour for the offerings.

Hannah
I have brought you a new coat again this year.  Let’s see if it fits.

Elkanah
Stand up straight now, Samuel.

Samuel
That’s nice, thank you.

Eli
The Lord bless you both and give you children as you have given Samuel to the Lord.

Hannah
May God bless you, my lord.

Elkanah
Come now, we must return to Ramah.  Goodbye, my lord.  Goodbye, Samuel.

(Chair off, table left on, sheets and candle on)
Scene 6:  The call from the Lord
1 Samuel 3 v 1—21
(Eli and Samuel asleep)

THE LORD
Samuel, Samuel.

Samuel
Here I am.  (Running to Eli)   Here I am, for you called me.

Eli
I did not call.  Go back and lie down again.

THE LORD
Samuel, Samuel.

Samuel
Here I am.  (Running to Eli)   Here I am, for you called me.

Eli
I did not call.  Go back and lie down again.

THE LORD
Samuel, Samuel.

Samuel
Here I am.  (Running to Eli)   For you did call me.

Eli
Go and lie down, but this time if He calls you, you must say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant hears".

THE LORD
Samuel, Samuel.

Samuel
Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.

**  Hymn no 146 - Audience joins in
or
When Little Samuel Awoke
THE END

1

