
A child is born
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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator
· Shepherd
· 3 Visitors

· Villager

· Old man

· Little girl

· Mother
Narrator
It was a cold, clear night, many years ago, when the earth lay frozen under a sky brilliant with stars.  A young shepherd was preparing a simple meal for himself and trying to keep warm by a small fire.  Suddenly there was a knock on the door, and when the boy opened it there were 3 strangely dressed figures, who looked cold and hungry.
Shepherd
Come in.  You do look cold.  Warm yourselves by the fire.

Visitor 1
Thank you.  We have travelled many miles and we are very cold and hungry.

Shepherd
You are welcome to share my meal.  It is not much but it is hot.

Narrator
As they ate their simple meal, the visitors told their story.

Visitor 1
That is better.  Thank you.  If we could rest here until morning we will be able to continue on our journey.

Shepherd
Where are you going?  Your journey must be important.

Visitor 2
We are three astronomers.  We are following a star that tells that a child has been born who will change the world through his love.

Visitor 3
Yes, there will be no more war and hunger and fear.  There is no doubt about the star’s meaning.

Visitor 1
We are following the star to find this baby.  The journey may be long and difficult.

Narrator
Early the next morning the 3 visitors continued on their journey, following the star.
The shepherd could not forget what they had said.  He made up his mind to follow the 3 strangers.

Shepherd
I, too, must follow the star and greet this special child.

Narrator
He made his way to the village, where he told all the people about his visitors.  He was so excited by what he had heard that they forgot their troubles and started to dance and sing.
Villager
Here, take this flute with you.  When you play it, people you meet will be happy.  When you find the baby, play for him, and tell him about us.

Shepherd
Thank you. I will.

Narrator
The shepherd’s journey took him past a cottage where an old man was chopping wood.  The shepherd offered to help him.

Old man
Where are you off to?

Shepherd
I am following a star to find a very special child.
Narrator
And the shepherd told the old man all that had happened.

Old man
The winter is very cold and the road very long.  Take this woollen blanket to warm yourself, then give it to the child and tell him about me.

Shepherd
Thank you.  I will.

Narrator
So the shepherd continued his journey, always following the star.  Later he met a small girl who was crying.

Shepherd
What is the matter?

Little girl
I have lost my way.  I was playing and I can’t find my way home.

Narrator
The shepherd played his flute to cheer her up, and helped her find her parents’ house.

Mother
Oh, here you are.  We were so worried.  Where have you been?  And who are you?

Shepherd
Your daughter is safe now.

Narrator
Once more the shepherd told his story.  The woman gave him a loaf of freshly baked bread.

Mother
Take this bread and give it to the child, and tell him about us.  Goodbye, thank you, and have a safe journey.

Narrator
The shepherd went on and the star became brighter.  He knew he must nearly be there.  Then he saw a simple house, and the star appeared to hover above it.  The shepherd felt very happy.
As he peeped through the door, the shepherd saw the 3 wise men.  They were gazing at a child in his mother’s arms.  The shepherd tiptoed forward, and gently wrapped the woollen blanket around the mother and child to protect them from the cold, then he took the loaf and shared it with all who were there.
Then he said goodnight, and quietly left the house to start his return journey.  He had such an exciting story to tell, of great joy and hope for all mankind.
THE END 
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