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Characters (in order of appearance)

· 2 Narrators
· Abram

· Sarai

· Lot

· Servants

· Eliezer
· Hagar

· 3 Angels

· Lot's Wife

· Lot's 2 Daughters

· Men of the city

· Isaac

· Angel
Scene 1
1st Narrator
Many years ago and miles away, there was a man called Abram who lived with his family in the land of Ur.

(Enter Abram from left)

1st Narrator
Because he was a faithful man, God gave him a message:
2nd Narrator
Leave your country and your people and go to the land I will show you.
(Abram picks up possessions from chairs)

1st Narrator
This was followed by a wonderful promise:
2nd Narrator
I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you.  I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you and all people on earth will be blessed through you.

1st Narrator
And so Abram set out on his journey, leaving the comfortable life of Ur for the desert, and with him went his wife, Sarai (enter Sarai),  his nephew Lot (enter Lot),  and all his servants (enter Servants).
(All pick up possessions from chair)

**  Song 1:  Abram go upon your way
(Abram, Sarai, Lot and the Servants journey around the hall with their sacks on their backs, and arrive back on stage)

1st Narrator
After much travelling, Abram and Lot realised they each had too many animals and servants to be able to stay together for much longer.  The land just could not support them both.  So, Abram had a word with Lot.
(Abram beckons Lot over.  Two Servants shake their fists at each other)
 Abram
Let’s not have any more quarreling between our servants.  It is time for us to separate.  Choose which way you wish to go.  To the left, or the right?  (He points)

(Lot gets up on platform)

1st Narrator
Lot looked ….. and saw that the valley of the Jordan was beautiful and green.

Lot
I choose to go that way.  (He points)

1st Narrator
And so Lot chose to live near the place of Sodom.
(Lot and his wife and servants exit)

1st Narrator
After this God gave Abraham another promise.
(Sarai sits down and Abram gets on platform)

2nd Narrator
Lift up now your eyes from the place where you are and look North, South, East and West.  All of the land you see I will give to you and your children for ever.   I will make your children like the dust of the earth.

(Abram gets down)

1st Narrator
So Abram settled down and built an altar to the Lord.
(Abram and Sarai on stage, sit down, servants leave)

Sarai
(Sadly, standing up)    I don’t understand these promises.
Abram
 (Standing up)   Why not?
Sarai
How can our children be so many that they can’t be counted when we haven’t even got one child yet?

(She sits down)

Abram
I'm not sure.  (Thinks)   I know!   Maybe God expects Eliezer, our chief servant, to be our heir.
(Enter Eliezer.  Abram places a chain around his neck.  Eliezer struts up and down while regal music plays)
1st Narrator
But this was not what God had in mind and the Word of the Lord came to Abram, saying:

2nd Narrator
This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir.  Look up at the heaven and count the stars, for that is how many children you shall have.

(Abram looks up at stars, then takes chain from Eliezer who goes off)

1st Narrator
So now it was Sarai's turn to try to make the promises come true.  She tells Abram that he can give her maidservant, Hagar, a child.
(Enter Hagar and child.  Abram takes child and dandles it on his knee, looking pleased.  Music plays but is stopped abruptly when Sarai begins to weep)

1st Narrator
But still this is not the way God had planned for the promise to be fulfilled.

(Exit Hagar and baby.  Abram and Sarai sit down for song)

**  Song 2:  See the stars twinkling

1st Narrator
However, one day soon after, God gives them the answer.
(Sarai gets up and starts sweeping.  Three men approach Abram, while he and Saraistill look disgruntled)

Abram
(Standing up)   Welcome!  Let me wash your feet and get you some refreshments.  Please be my guest.
1st Angel
Very well.  Thank you.
(All Angels sit down)
Abram
Quick, Sarai, bake some bread for our guests.
(Sarah gets bread, while Abram prepares the table and gives the Angels a drink)
2nd Angel
(Stands)   Where is your wife, Sarai?
Abram
(Pointing)   In the tent.
(Sarai, behind the table listens in)
3rd Angel
Listen to me.  I will return to you this time next year, and Sarai shall have a son.
(Behind the tent door, Sarai comes to the front and laughs to herself)

Sarai
How can this be, as we are both too old to have children?
1st Angel
Why did Sarai laugh?  Is anything hard for the Lord?  I tell you again, this time next year you shall both have a son.
(Exit Angels)

Abram
Sarai, I do believe we have just been visited by three angels.
(Lights go out)

1st Narrator
And it came to pass, as the angel had said, that Sarai gave birth to a baby boy.
(Sarai enters with baby under the spotlight, while everyone hums the tune of Brahms' Lullaby)
Scene 2
(The scene opens with table and chairs set round)
1st Narrator
The angels who visited Abraham told him that God was about to destroy the towns of Sodom and Gomorrah because of the wickedness there. 
Abraham asked if the family of his nephew Lot might be saved and the angels agreed that this could be done.  The angels set out to rescue Lot and his household.

(Lot and his family come into the house.  His wife picks up the broom and the 2 daughters sit down.  The Angels knock and enter and Lot pulls them quickly inside)

Lot
Quickly, come inside.   Don’t let the people of the city see you.  It's just not safe to be out at night around here.

(The men of the city come and bang on the walls of the house)

Lot's Daughter
However are we going to escape?

1st Narrator
God made all the men of the city blind to give Lot and his family a chance to get away.
(The men of the city all fumble and grope around and then sit down on stage)
2nd Angel
(Coming to front of stage)   Quickly, we must go now, while we have a chance

3rd Angel
(Also coming to front)   Sssh!  Whatever you do, you must not look back.  Just run away as quickly as you can!

(The angels leave the house followed by Lot's family and they all come to the front of the stage)
**  Song 3:  Leave the sin of the city behind

(They all stay for the first verse of the song and then move off, the angels sit down, while Lot and his family circle the room.  All arrive back on stage at the end of the song.  Lot and his daughters exit and sit down, but Lot’s wife hesitates ….. and the wicked men stand up)

1st Narrator
However, Lot’s wife did not do as the angels had told her.  She hesitated and then turned to look at the place that had been her home for so long. As soon as she turned, she became a pillar of salt.
(She is covered with a white sheet)

1st Narrator
God then sent fire and brimstone to destroy the evil towns of Sodom and Gomorrah, so that there would be no more suffering and wickedness there.
(Music plays while paper is thrown in and the men all die)
Scene 3

(Bundle of sticks on stage, lamp behind chairs)

1st Narrator
And so God had blessed Sarah with a child, as He had promised he would, and they called the little boy Isaac, which means "laughter".  And the child did indeed bring much joy to his parents.
However, he was also to bring much sorrow and heartbreak to his father, as we are about to see.

(Enter Abraham and Sarah, who sits down and sews)

1st Narrator
Now when Isaac was growing up, Abraham received another message from God, saying:
2nd Narrator
Take now your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to Mount Moriah.  There you shall sacrifice him on the hill which I choose.
Abraham
I wonder why God wants me to slay my only son.  I love him so much.

Sarah
(Standing up and joining him)   Cheer up!  Remember that God has never yet asked us to do anything that we have not been able to do.
Abraham
No, and we can be sure that there must be a very good reason for God wanting us to do this.
(Sarah sits down again and Abraham calls Isaac)

Abraham
Isaac!

(Enter Isaac)

Abraham
Get yourself ready, we are going on a journey.
(Isaac goes off and comes back with a sack, accompanied by 2 servants and a donkey.  Abraham picks up sticks, torch, rope and knife, giving them to servants.  A funeral march plays while they all start on a journey around the hall and back to the stage, which Sarah has left)

Abraham
Stay here with the donkey while Isaac and I go up the hill to worship. Then we will come back.
(Servants give wood to Isaac to carry and then go off and sit down)

Isaac
Father.  (Looks around curiously)
Abraham
Yes, my son.

Isaac
The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?

Abraham
God will provide the lamb, my son.
(Abraham stops and makes an altar, then binds Isaac and lays him on the top.  He then takes his knife and lifts it ready for action)
Angel
Abraham!  Abraham!

Abraham
Here I am!  (Turns around to see Angel)
Angel
Do not harm the boy.  For now I know that you fear God because you have not withheld your only son.
(Abraham looks up and sees a lamb caught in a thicket by its horns.  He takes it and slays it instead of his son, placing it on the altar.  He unties Isaac and hugs him)

2nd Narrator
Abraham, I tell you this - because you have not even kept your only son from me, I will surely bless you.  Your descendants will be like the stars of the sky, and the sand of the seashore for number, and through him all nations of the earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.
Abraham
Come on son, let’s go home.  Your mum will be waiting for us!
(They exit)
**  Song 4:  Abraham, oh Abraham
EPILOGUE
This incident in the Bible was looking towards the time when God would give up His only Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who was to be sacrificed although he had done no wrong.
Indeed in John chapter 3 verse 16 it says:
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, that whoso believes on Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
**  Song 5:  To God be the glory
THE END

Song 1:
Abram, go upon your way

To the tune of either:
Michael, row the boat ashore or


Christ is coming back again, Sing Hosanna 1 page 18
1. Abram go upon your way, God is with you.

2. Sarah leave your home behind, God is with you.

3. Leave your neighbours and your friends, God is with you.

4. Do not fear the desert wastes, God is with you.

5. God will give you a new land, He will bless you.

6. Trust in God to make you great, He will bless you.

Song 2:
See the stars twinkling

To the tune:  Morning has broken, Sing Hosanna 1 page 33

See the stars twinkling, high in the heavens

Could someone count how many there be?

Count to a hundred, count to a thousand

Try to imagine this great family.

See the waves breaking on golden beaches

How many sand grains there by the sea?

Count to a thousand, count to a million

Try to imagine this great family.

Abram have patience, trust in the Lord God

Sarah have faith and then you will see

Count to a million, count to a billion

You'll be the start of this great family.

Song 3:
Leave the sin of the city behind
To the tune:  Seek ye first the kingdom of God, Sing Hosanna 3 page 29

Leave the sin of the city behind

Leave its money and its greed

Go to the calm of the fields and the hills

Hallelu, Hallelujah

What does the Lord God want of you?

How does he want you to live?

With clean hands and a pure pure heart

Hallelu, Hallelujah

The earth is the Lord's and all therein

The world and the sea and the sky

Worship him, not the things of this world

Hallelu, Hallelujah

Seek ye first the kingdom of God

And his righteousness

Blessing from God will be given unto you

Hallelu, Hallelujah

Song 4:
Abraham, oh Abraham
Words currently missing
To the tune:  Clementine
Song 5:
To God be the glory
Different words to suit Juniors

To the tune:   To God be the glory, Sing Hosanna 3 page 24

To God be the glory, great things he has done

So loved he the world that he gave us his son

Who yielded his life an atonement for sin

And opened the holiest that all may go in

Chorus:
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice

O come to the Father thro' Jesus his son

And give him the glory, great things he has done

Now Isaac's obedience has shown us the way

The death of a saviour can help us today

So thank we the Father whose love and whose care

Has shown us the kingdom in which we can share

Chorus:

Great things he has taught us, great things he has done

And great our rejoicing thro' Jesus the son

But purer and higher and greater will be

Our joy and our wonder when Jesus we see

Chorus:

8

