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15	 Be hopeful
The kingdom of God

N
ow

 
therefore, 

if 
you 

w
ill 

indeed 
obey m

y voice and keep m
y covenant, 

you shall be m
y treasured possession 

am
ong all peoples, for all the earth 

is 
m

ine; 
and 

you 
shall 

be 
to 

m
e 

a 
kingdom

 
of 

priests 
and 

a 
holy 

nation. T
hese are the w

ords that you 
shall speak to the people of Israel.
E

xodus 19:5-6

When Israel went out from Egypt, the house of 
Jacob from a people of strange language, Judah 
became his sanctuary, Israel his dominion.
Psalm 114:1-2
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he

 L
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yo
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 H
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O
ne

, 
th
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C

re
at

or
 o

f I
sr

ae
l, 

yo
ur

 K
in

g.
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In the days of Moses and 
Joshua the Israelites captured 

territory on both sides of the 
river Jordan, but much of the 

land God had promised was 
still held by their enemies.

When David was king he 
ruled over a great kingdom, 
and the surrounding nations 
were subject to him.  He passed 
the kingdom to Solomon, 
but then it all went wrong.

When Jesus was born, this 
was part of the Roman empire.  

There were different provinces 
with rulers appointed by Caesar.

There was no kingdom any 
more, and no king of the Jews.

in the past
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But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear 
heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has 
prepared for those who love him” - these things God 
has revealed to us through the Spirit. 
1 Corinthians 2:9-10

A
nd I heard a loud voice from

 the 
throne saying, “B

ehold, the dw
elling 

place of G
od is w

ith m
an. H

e w
ill 

dw
ell w

ith them
, and they w

ill be his 
people, and G

od him
self w

ill be w
ith 

them
 as their G

od. H
e w

ill w
ipe aw

ay 
every tear from

 their eyes, and death 
shall be no m

ore, neither shall there 
be m

ourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anym

ore, for the form
er things have 

passed aw
ay.” A

nd he w
ho w

as seated 
on the throne said, “B

ehold, I am
 

m
aking all things new

.” A
lso he said, 

“W
rite this dow

n, for these w
ords are 

trustw
orthy and true.” 

R
evelation 21:3-5
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an
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th
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fo
rm

er
 

th
in

gs
 

sh
al

l 
no

t b
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re
m

em
be

re
d 

or
 

co
m

e 
in

to
 m

in
d.

 B
ut

 
be

 
gl

ad
 

an
d 

re
jo

ic
e 

fo
re

ve
r 

in
 t

ha
t 

w
hi

ch
 

I 
cr

ea
te

; 
fo

r 
be

ho
ld

, 
I 

cr
ea

te
 J

er
us

al
em

 to
 b

e 
a 

jo
y,

 a
nd

 h
er

 p
eo

pl
e 

to
 b

e 
a 

gl
ad

ne
ss

. I
 w

ill
 

re
jo

ic
e 

in
 

Je
ru

sa
le

m
 

an
d 

be
 

gl
ad

 
in

 
m

y 
pe

op
le

; 
no

 m
or

e 
sh

al
l 

be
 

he
ar

d 
in

 
it

 
th

e 
so

un
d 

of
 w

ee
pi

ng
 a

nd
 

th
e 

cr
y 

of
 d

is
tr

es
s.
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What will it be like?

Luke 1:32-33

Psalm 72:6-16

Isaiah 2:2-3

Isaiah 2:4

Isaiah 11:6-9

Isaiah 35:1-2

Isaiah 35:5-7

Habakkuk 2:14 `

to come

what I wish for


